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DE UNDECIM MILUBUS VIRGINUM.* 

Direxit itaqne nuncios in Britanniam insolam 
ad Dioaotam regem Comnbiie, qui fratri suo Cara- 
doco in regnum Buccesserat, ut curam hujus rei 
■usciperet Erat ipse nobilis et prspotens, et 
cui MaxinuanuB inBulce principatum commenda- 
verat, dum ipse prndicUs negotiis intendereL 
Habebat antem filiam mine pulchritndinis, cui 
nomen Ursula ; quam Conanus super onmia op- 
taverat. Dionotus igitur, vtso Conani nuncio, 
Tolens mandatis ejus parere, collegit per dirersas 
provincias nobilium filias nnmero ondecim millia, 
de ceteris ex iafima gente creatis sexaginta millia ; 
et onmes intra orbem Londonias convenire prs- 
cepit : naves quoque ex dirersis littoribus jussit 
addaci, quibua ad prrodictos conjuges transfire- 
tarent Quod licet mtiltis in taoto ctntu placu- 
isset, tameo plnribus displicebat, que majori 
afiectu et parraites et patriam diligebant Nee 
deeraat forsitan aliquv, quss, castitatem nuptiis 

* Tliis Ugead of St. Unnk and her listerbood, whence 
CDlombos is (upposed to baTe named ' The Virgin Idanda,' 
— U noticed also bj FloiUegos, Archbishop Usber, Baronius, 
Horeii and othen. 
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preefereotes, maluisaent in qualibet etiam natione 
vitam amittere, quam divitias exigere. Quippe di- 
versaa dirersa juvarent, si optatum saum ad effec- 
tum ducere quivisseDt. Patato autem uavigio, 
ingredieruut mulieres naves; et per Tamesem 
fluvium maria petieninL Postremo, cum vela 
versus Armoricanos divertiBsent, ineuirezerunt 
in classem contrarii venti, et in breri totam 
dissipant societatem. Fericlitantur ergo niiTes 
intra maria in majori parte submersee : quae 
vero tamen evaBerunt periculiun, appulfue sunt in 
Barbaras insulas, et ab ignota gente sunt trucidatae 
sire mancipatEB. Inciderant siquidem in nefan- 
dum exercitum Guanini et Melgee, qui jussu 
Gratiani maritjmonim nationes et Germanife 
dira clade opprimebant. Erat autem Guaninus 
Hunnorum rex ; Melga rero Pictonun, quoB ad- 
sciverat sibi Gratianus, miseratque in Germaniam 
ut eoB, qui Maximiniano laverent, inquietarent 
per maritima. Ergo sevientes prsedictis puellis 
obviarunt in partibus illis appulsis. Inspicientes 
igituT earum pulcfaritudinem lascivire cum eis vo- 
luerunt ; sed cum obnegassent puelltB, in illas 
ambientes irruerunt j maximaque parte sine pietate 
trucidaverunt GtUJridus Monemuthenait de Ges- 
lis Begum Britannorum. 
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LETTERS 



THE VIRGIN ISLANDS. 



St. nomas', Feb. 18— 

Dear , Many waters cannot quench love, 

says the sacied proverb, and why should not the 
same be said of friendship i For my part, my 
feelings in either respect were never stronger tban 
since the Atlantic has rolled its wares between 
them and their object. But a truce to preface : the 
events of the last three months have been of too 
varied character for you to expect any systematic 
relation from me ; and for what is written, or shall 
be, I have the rare satisfaction of depending on a 
friendly critic. 

The scene of our arrival in Barbados was a 
curious one. Our commander, a fellow of whim 
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and humour, assured me he never shipped a sailor 
without proof of his acquirements in dancing and 
the French language. However this might be, on 
nearing the island, various preparations indica- 
ted a design to greet his iiiends there in no com- 
mon style : he had lieen an old cruiser in those 
parts. Among others H. M. brig's figure-head, 
which the sculptor had made a boy's also, was 
blackened, in deference to the predominant colour 
of those we were going among. This argued some- 
thing novel for us on anchoring, and the event 
confirmed our anticipations : the whole amphibii 
of Carlisle Bay were collected either on the 
wharves, or round the ship, to welcome Massa 
Church. But I relate only what occurred on 
board. After much commotion, the women, by 
far the most uproanous portion of those admitted 
into the vessel, were stowed in something ap- 
proaching quietness, between the gims j their 
mawbee, sling, plantains, and other farrago of 
vendibles, arranged before them as they squatted 
with their feet turned bach into the scuppers. The 
men-kind and their bonbons, were moved forward 
by (he windlass, and a gaunt Sambo rascal, whose 
handless arm had been amputated, or rather dis- 
jointed at the wrist — this precious dignity, in- 
vested in a marine's jacket, was dubbed master- 
at-arms for the larboard gangway. Order being 
thus established, Lieut. C. declared, that he, the 
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speaker, not being now in a low-life transport, 
expected all to conduct themselves with stricter 
deconim, or rather less license than heretofore ; 
that Rawbone had orders and authority to throw 
any nigger overboard when and for what offence 
he thought fit ; and that the women would refuse 
to make, mend, or dam for his people at their 
proper peril. " Cutters away." 

Next day the ship lefl, and as I was without 
introduction to any one in Barbados, the follow- 
ing month passed heavily enough with me. My 
practice on rising was to stroll half an hour, 
generally on the wharf. One morning, Master 
Bentley Doyle, my hostess' son, beguiled me to 
take a walk of some four miles, for the purpose of 
viewing the colonial militia at drill. The prin- 
cipal evolutions seem to be effected by four iield 
pieces ; by frequently shifUng the position of 
which on front, flank, or rear, they wondrously 
eked out the ^clat of the business. The troops 
with their common round hats, wore as little the 
guise of soldiery, as the negroes carrying guns to 
and from the ground argued for their zeal as such. 
But perhaps I was predetermined not to bestow 
a single sou of approbation. The most un- 
reasonable among them could really expect 
nothing else in regard to the shabby equipages 
that creaked about the field. 

Breakfast, and afterwards alternations from my 
B 2 
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books to the newB-room, and from the news-room 
back to my books, served in part to keep off the 
great incubus, time. The dinner brought my 
Madeira, and those " dear thoughts of home and 
beauty," that rendered evening pleasant to me. 
But the grand resource of all were the signals : — 
I acquired the whole mystery of them by heart ; 
sloop, square-rig, and schooner; windward and 
leeward; Britisher or Yankee; just when Miss 
Caroline had begun to despair of her pupil. At 
first the negroes often drew me out into the gal- 
lery by their wordy warfare ; but I soon grew 
tired of watching quarrels that invariably kept 
within this point. 

What a delightful picture is that presented fiiam 
the viranda in front of Betsey Austin's hotel during 
the morning twilight ; the shipping in CarUsle 
Bay, each in her own berth, with the iaithfiil 
chain idly pendant from her bows, are lazily rolled 
about over the swell, and lie scattered like the 
drawiag-Toom chairs after a lady's soiree. Here 
little skiffs shoot quickly by, with women of 
colour coming from Speight's town to the market : 
there some merchant might be going to inspect 
his shipments. Then you heard the yaws of a 
foreign vessel's crew as warping her into the 
carenage ; and now again a chorus of black fel- 
lows in their owner's row-barge — the oars drop- 
ping large spangles of silver as she passed. Pre- 
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Braitlf these sounds would be lost in the &esh 
silence of morning, until up rose the glorious sun 
to H-ake all things into life, and li^t, and motion. 
A singular character would someUmes place 
himself under this yiranda — a poor half-caste 
whose brain had been turned by that sort of me- 
lancholy, which creeps up to it from the heart. 
He was, in his way, a peripatetic intelligencer to 
the canaille of Bridgetown, taking his station gene- 
rally either on the wharf, or by Nelson's statue in 
the square before the Commissariat office. Here 
with audible voice and gesticulations that would 
heighten the effect of his harangue, — for though 
apparently reading from a tattered book he would 
hold, the incoherence soon betrayed him, — poor 
Sir Sidney Smith would deliver a philippic 
against the colony at lai^, and the women-kind 
thrawin in particular. It ordinarily concluded 
with a compltunt of certain pay and rations being 
unjustly withheld from him by the aforesaid Com- 
missariat, about which he would threaten to write 
to his &ther : this was, in his crazed fancy, the 
gallant admiral, whose name they had given him. 
One morning he hit on a notable device to attract 
notice. Standing by the Custom-house, with a 
crowd of idle negroes about him, he was publish- 
ing proposals for the formation of an ugly club in 
the Island. As I thought this the only institulion 
of the kind proposed since that at Oxford in the 
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Spectator's time, my cariosity was drawn to hear 
something Anther of it. He seemed to calculate 
on many joining him; memhers of council, law- 
yers, several merchants, and the whole revenue 
establishment were cited there. Having caught 
his eye I was fearful of being added to this highly 
respectable list, and left him just as I heard the 
words — " free admission, and president, the son 
of Sir Sidney Smith." 

Turning away, the roadstead covered with ves- 
sels of every form and size was again before me. 
Should love, methoughl, ever reduce me to the 
same woe-begone condition with this ill-starred 
votary, may mine be rather the madness of Thra- 
syllus the Athenian. He fancied every ship that 
entered or sailed from the Pireeus to be his own 
property ; and although careless about the wrecks 
which occurred, was immeasurably delighted 
whenever the arrival of some richly laden carrack 
was announced. At last reason regained her seat ; 
yet until death he declared himself never so happy 
as when trading to all parts of the globe from his 
own port in the Firieus. And how might not the 
same be my case ? The chord of affection once 
snappedmay never thrill with its former sweet tones; 
and the spring-time of young, passionate love — 
" Ne lerient point poui les amans 
Conme il levienl pour U nature." 

At length instructions issued for my proceeding 
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to Tortola, and I am armed thus iar in my pas- 
sage there, in a vessel from Demerara, rum-laden 
for this place, the ceatral mart of the Antilles. I 
embark again in a few hoars for my nlterior des- 



This has been my first essay of the world, be- 
yond where it owns the rule of the fourth George ; 
and without misprision of former loyalty, methinks 
the touch of a foreign soil has imparled a warmth 
to it that such ratuations only could have excited. 
Everything about me wears an exotic aspect. 
There is the red swallow-tfdl Danish flag with its 
while cross, just the inverse of St. George's, 
waving over the town-fort ; and a slouching warder 
hardly " timing his footsteps to a march," to tell 
me at once that I am an alien here. And, maugre 
Bim, the men's fair complexions and French cut 
clothes ; those ugly red parasols bome over the 
children as they pass with their dingy nurses ; and 
a stray white female or two wearing shoes so ab- 
horrent firom their pretty feet ; all is in unison with 
the battalia. The lieutenant-governor (his cap- 
tain-general resides at Ste. Croix), rode by this 
moment in the chasseur uniform, of which our 
rifle brigade gives but a green idea. His jacket 
showed a military figure to advantage, besides 
being mounted on a spirited jennet from the 
Spanish main ; and as a tout ensemble, the dark 
hue of his dress and equipment offered i^uite a 
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contrast to what I had seen of oui officers to 
wicdward. There were twenty other matters that 
the heat of these scorching streets hindered my 
noticing at leisure : — the women of colour in 
their gay attire ; and those little Maltese crosses 
stuck on the hate of this class in the other sex ; 
and then such divers kinds of tongues in my ears ! 
I entered, conscious to the tips of my fingers of 
being English, into the store of Messrs, Haarde- 
mael and Andersen, provision dealers. This is 
a place of call for British subjects visiting St. 
Thomas', and I attempt a description of it. Fancy 
something between the great grocers' in Alders- 
gate street, and where the bard of Avon has as- 
signed local habitaUon to his apothecary, and 
you hare the store of Haardemael and Andersen ; 
here is all the business of the one, and all the 
beggarly account of the other, to the life. The 
rarest kind of tea and coffee, with Schiedam, 
Cognac, and vin de Bordeaux, are produced on 
request, as it were by magic. I cannot discover 
wherefrom they fetch half of it. Above, West- 
phalian hams, Bolognas, neats' tongues, and such 
like, tempt one in pendulous variety. The boxes 
are caves aux liqueurs, which with the gilt bottles 
witbin, sell at the rate of three Spanish dollars, 
a very light sum in the West Indies. At a low 
desk in the back ground sits Mynheer Haardemael* 
in a dress of striped blue linen, and deeply im- 
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mersed in the computation of stivers, half slivere 
and bits. There is a babel of coin in thege regions, 
for me to acquire a knowledge of. In a chamber 
behind him are desks, and a clerk writing ; while 
several black and white faces are moving about 
the store, or entering from the range of ware- 
houses, that extends to the water-side behind it. 

A canvas bag hung at the door had caught my 
attention, by its bearing a notice which I now 
turned to read. This stated that the good schooner 
Van Sckolten would sail at mid-day for Ste. Croix ; 
in short it was a letter-bag. One after another, 
persons whose complexions made in no vrise 
their least distinction, came dropping in corre- 
spondence. Pandora's bos had not more ima- 
ginary charms ; I longed to ransack it and read 
every address ; — when luckily a kind of hatch 
near presented wherewith to feed my curiosity. 
This was a file of letters, lodged here for each to 
choose his own from. And who knows but that 
my pretty cousin's sweet character may be traced 
on one of them ? I could find nothing like it 
however, so fell a guessing what topics several 
American epistles of varicose folding might em- 
brace. To Ezekiel Job, Philadelphia j doubtless 
a quaker's order for rice and maize : in a sailor's 
rambling hand, Mr. Jonathan Doan, Boston, Mas- 
sachussetts ; this might advise the sale of bis 
ihookSf and the incloBure be a manifest of the 
b5 
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10 VIBQIN ISLANDS. 

molasses shipped in return. But one dirty little 
note interested me beyond all the rest, a Made- 
moiselle Mdslle. Margot Dubois, Basseterre, a la 
(luadaloupe ; libe the corporal's billet, it was just 
the substitute for what I sought. 

But the Pelham packet has made her signal for 
England. 

Beliere me, &c. 
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T&rtoUi, March, 18— 

Dear , To one whose idea of water 

boiuidary has been drawn from the coast of Eng- 
land, or even the Islands to windward, Tortola ex- 
hibits features no less novel than romantic. She 
gits among the group of surrounding islets like a 
tall girl, whom her little brothers and sisters have 
prev^led on to play at hunt the slipper with 
them. Instead of the long continuous coast for 
old ocean to roll his billows on — the open bay, 
or protruding headland — Tortola presents creeks, 
and channels, and lagoons, in almost every direc- 
tion ; and these g^rt round with an islet-chain, 
linked in all possible variety. On the eastern 
shore, Virgin Goida receives the trade-wind ; 
while a long reef, extending from it to the Hound 
Rock, serves to break the swell that in strong 
gales rolls over it in frightfiil turmoil. This reef 
is aptly termed Broken Jerusalem. — 

" Thine holy cily have the; made an heap of sUmes." 

Between the rock and Cooper's islet is the pas- 
sage by which large vessels commonly enter the 
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beautiful basin, called the Vii^n's Causeway, 
fonned on the north by Tortola itself, and hem- 
med in opposite by a string of keys. The gene- 
ral aspect of these is that of Dartmoor in summer. 
As you sail them down, tfae different bieaks afford 
glimpses of the sea, through chasms, more or less 
precipitous, and for the most part frowning over a 
bed studded with numberless dangers for the 
sailor. Salt Island, with its broken back and 
channel that opens on the road town of Tortola; 
Dead Chest lying apart, its coffin-Uke reef stretch- 
ing to seaward ; then Peter's Key and roadstead ; 
the snug little cove, with mangroves on its coral 
beach ; the huts and fishing craft, and perhaps two 
or three capsized turtles Sapping their poor use- 
less fins in the sun; — these are closed by Nor- 
man's Retreat, of which they relate a tale not un- 
like that of tie " Money Diggers." Next, a sulky- 
looking little key keeps equally aloof from this 
place and St. John's, whose shores extend along 
our western border; its houses, windmills, and 
high cultivation seem to say that here, as in some 
other coses, Mr. Bull has not chosen the best cut 
for himself. Thatch Islet cuddles under us on 
this quarter, just as the Beef Key hangs out like 
a woman's market-basket on the contrary point. 
The sea in this spot is crowded with bits of earth ; 
they call them the odd lots of creation ; the current 
in its shifts boils through these like the race of a tide- 
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way. Behind and receding as the northern shore 
opens, several larger islets range to the eastward. 
There is a httle crouching wretch has stuck him- 
self between them and the main land, that you 
would never dream the least harm of in calm 
weather, but let it blow only a moderate breeze, 
and he will throw the sea about yon like a por- 
poise. This precious shred of America they term 
Sandy Island. The sea beyond it rolls in unin- 
terruptedly on the coast of Tortola for several 
miles ; affecting as much more when the ground 
swell is on after a gale. Beyond is a bunch, 
clustered, if possible, yet more densely, until you 
meet another extremity of Virgin Gorda. But I 
must despair after all, of giving any tolerable 
notions on the subject, without your reference to 
the chart. 

The figure of Tortola makes two sides of a very 
obtuse triangle, each about ten miles long ; their 
point of diversion being nearly opposite to the 
sly fellow described above. I cannot pursue the 
mathematical allusion so far as to say it has no 
breadth, but three miles is the extreme of this at 
its widest. From the Hope to the Hon. Dr. 
Donovan's most hospitable and exquisitely ro- 
mantic dwelling at the Eyrie, the island forms a 
continuous mountain ridge for about six leagues ; 
these being the most distant points of its cultiva- 
tion. The land under both extends in almost 



ji-vGooglc 



14 VIRGIN ISLANDS. 

inacceBsible jangle to the water's edge. North 
from the Ejrie, he the fine sugar estates of that 
quarter ; and in the opposite direction is the 
residence of the Nottingham freed fiunilies, of 
whom I may have occasion to speak hereafter. 
Frenchman's Key forms, with the main ]and, a 
line sheet of water, just to leeward of their set- 
tlement ; this is called Sopor's Hole, the spot 
to which Iradilion assigns the primitive town of 
the colony. Between it and Road Harbour, a 
distance of three leagues, lies the most unhealthy 
part of the island ; swamp, jungle, and stagnant 
water, with the rank vegetation falling year aiier 
year to decay in it, combine in producing miasma 
here. 

Nearly under where the ridge attains its highest 
elevation, estimated at 1600 feet, a place that 
bears the name of Sage Mountain, is ^tnate what 
they call Road Town. The kraals of Nootka 
Sound, as depicted in Cook's Voyages, had often 
drawn my boyish attention, from their utter con- 
trast with everything civilized. But when our 
vessel anchored about half a league from this, the 
reality of the picture was at once before me ; the 
same wild, though artificial, collocation of wood 
and water to a hair. The little range of houses 
strewed along the beach then facing us, composes 
the quarter termed Sandy Bay ; it extends, with 
one or two breaks, along a line of somewhat less 
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than a mile in lengUi. The vast height of moun- 
buB that rises precipitously behiod, gives a di- 
minutive appearance to the buildings that i^ quite 
ludicrous ; I thought their red roofs stared out on 
me like rabbits from a hutch. The court and cus- 
tom-houses are both found in this quarter ; and 
in an area receding fix>m the street waves the blue 
fiag, that designates the residence of His Honour 
who administers our government. 

A shoal, bight by way of eminence the reef, 
advances into the sea from the westward, where 
the view is terminated by Fort George ; which, 
with its ruined neighbour opposite, serves to mark 
the road anchorage. Vessels should take a berth 
well within these points. The last fort is con- 
tiguous to what was the estate of Hodge, of slave- 
killing notoriety, and seems to have been a posi- 
tion of some consequence ; but its honours are 
now slighted or forgotten. Indeed, if one may 
judge from several low batteries, that are seen 
half buried in the vegetation of the south shore, 
this place had its defences in the troublesome 
periods of the West Indies, 

What is properly styled the road, trends north- 
ward from the extremity of Sandy Bay, along the 
banks of a small It^oon, formed by the swampy 
islet named Bush Key. The church, Wesleyan 
cbapel, and jail, are severally placed in close 
contiguity on the left, as you advance to where 
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begiDS our leirific route into the interior : " ardua 
prima via."* 

The^approximatioD of those places of worship 
is a matter of remark in some other islands : but 
whether any else have hit on the expedient of 
locating their jail so near either, I hare yet to 
learn. It may, however, prove a good restraint to 
religions feuds, should such arise, althongh at 
present much harmony prevails between the par- 
ties. In other respects the ^te of these edifices, 
although warm as being rather secluded from the 
sea-breeze, is appropriate enough : they lie in a 
narrow opening between the hills that look down 
from their precipitous crags over the luxuriant 
vegetation beneath. In front, but receding from 
the street that intervenes between it and the shore 
of the lagoon, the little church points its emulous 
spire towards the mountains, peering np into the 
blue vault which seems resting, as it were, on their 
summits; and just within this, still nearer the 
woodland — the chapel, a low wooden building, 
aits quietly under the shadow of its tolerant neigh- 
bour. The mission-house, a convenience the Esta- 
blishment does not offer, lies adjacent to the 

* Lest BDj elderly fourth-form bojr should taunt loe with 
quoting this phrase from the exemplars of the Eton Syntax, 
or eke ex Operihus Ovidii NanmU in asum Tyrontim, I found 
it in Waterton'E ' Wanderings in South America,' an excel- 
lent work and facetious withal. 
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chapel, Uie whole being enclosed by a stockade, 
between which and its entrance lie the graves of 
two brethren who have fallen in the canse here. 
The chnrch-yaid presents a melancholy contrast 
to this, the tombs lying about unprotected and 
open for the beasts of the field to desecrate — it 
appears as if unhallowed by one solitary affection. 
I attended the last anniversary of the Wesleyan 
mission here, at which the chair was filled by our 
worthy president: the most catholic spirit pre- 
vailed, and it proved altogether a day to recall 
forcibly what is written — " the multitude of isles 
shall be glad thereof." It was gratifying in an 
isolated comer Uke this to find the missionary 
platform crowded not by hireling peripatetics, but 
those who, however distant in doctrine or politics, 
combined their unsolicited energies in the sacred 
cause. The show of female beauty, here and 
there interspersed with a being of sterner stuff, 
although seemingly enough to enhance the de- 
vout aspirations of the speakers, could only lose 
by my recollections of European bloom. The 
scene beneath was one that admitted no such 
drawback, perfectly unique as it appeared, and in 
happy keeping with the occasion. The same 
invidious distinction that prevails in allotting sit- 
tings to the people of colour elsewhere, has crept 
somehow or other within the walls of this con- 
venticle; and accordingly the area presented 
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dark contrast with the complexion of the galle- 
ries above. A feeling of devotion, however, equally 
deep with that of the more favoured race, seemed 
to pervade the dense assemblage here ; it threw a 
chastened solemnit; over their dusky features 
equally pleasing, whether to the eye of religion or 
philanthropy. But the singing came and spoiled 
all — a rivalry of shrillness — not melody. The 
meeting was subsequently addressed by several 
gentlemen both European and Creole — one of 
these last, a solicitor from St. Eitt's, spoke with 
considerable eloquence and feeling. 

The episcopal church was erected about fifteen 
years since ; I never hear the story of its building 
related without thinking of Knickerbocker's ances- 
tor, and the great church at Amsterdam. At the 
oulset much time was wasted, and many edifying 
orations delivered in the colonial assembly, while 
they voted ftinds for the structure ; then a period 
yet longer elapsed in endeavouring to divert to 
secular uses what had been so voted. But ob- 
stacles at last being surmounted, the plan was 
fairly entered on ; — they issued proposals for a 
draught of the intended edifice, laudably resolving 
to exclude the competition of all save native talent. 
The result has been a building of, to say the most, 
a doubtful order of architecture. I have already 
observed that the site is objectionable, but it seems 
that a more open situation on the bay-side was 
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declined on the ground of being exposed in time 
of wat to a chance shot from straggling privateers ; 
and in fortherpledgeof safety they have dedicated 
the church to that canonized warrior St. George. 

The rectors's stipend, although not as in some 
islands, paid in sugar, is yet badly paid in the 
depreciated coin of the colony : it amounts, in- ' 
elusive of the allowance made in lieu of parsonage 
house, to 1,400 dollars at an exchange of 215 per 
cent which is raised, on the authority of the vestry, 
by a capitation tax on slaves. 

The ruins of our fonner court-house are jac- 
tiu^squely situate on a gentle knoll that swells 
over the town just where its low spit projects to 
separate the anchor^e from the quieter lagoon 
within. Behind you, tall cupolasofrocb and wood- 
land rise frowningly to the extreme ridge of the 
island ; verging to the left, a deep alpine valley 
rustles its waving vegetation in the eddies of the 
trade-wind, while a long line of coast and islet 
sweeps round in front, to lose itself where our bar- 
bour and block-house again close in the pros- 
pect. I had been in tbe igland courts, listening 
with more of distaste than attention to what the 
jarring interests of the law made audible there ; 
and it was with release from oppressive feeling^ 
that I walked to a spot whence the tumult of 
human discord had been swept so awfuUy by the 
hurricfme. 
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You migbt have beard a cricket chirp in the 
silence of the ruin ; and save that on the har- 
bour-verge (he long reef chafed and bristled with 
its eternal waves, — the Virgin's channel formed 
one expanded mirror where rock and islet floated 
in shining tranquillity. Tortola seemed never 
more inclined to sleep on the circumambient 
waters than now, when her litigious* little com- 
munis were so bent on disturbing ber repose. 
But with what calm jet solemn admonition does 
not that dark key, with its precipitous cliff and 
the table-ground above it, fling its line across the 
horizon opposite to (hem ! The early voyagers, 
when they gave the islet its appropriate name of 
Dead Chest, could hardly have dreamed of the 
iuture moral it might serve to convey, where a 
moral on the vanity of life serves at once for a 
reproof and a consolation. 

The registry and post-office are each kept in 
private dwellings, at this — the north — end of the 
capita] ; and to the latter of these I haste to con- 
sign my well wishes. 



• " The l^itd profesMon in Ste, Croii— there ia a Court of 
Amicable Adjustment on the islaud— is neady a sinecure. 
Sncb a provision would be invaluable in the British West 
Indies, where proceedingt at law are a perptlval louree of 
imlalUT) and vexaHon." — Gvmm/'t WiiUer in the Weil Ittditt. 



ji-vGooglc 



Tortola, April, 18—. 

Dear , A smart shock of earthquake has 

occuired lately. We had just partaken of our 
luncheon, and were lounging — a New Englander 
in the timber trade and myself — caieleesly in the 
haU when it took place. This was about one of 
the clock, on as stilly a day as I had hitherto seen. 
The smi did not shine oat ; but then there was a 
quiet glare of heat that lived round and about and 
under one. You know what profusion of glass 
commonly decks a right West Indian sideboard ; 
it was the ringing of this which first indicated the 
shock. I thought they faad moved something 
heavy in the store beneath, and wa£ about to ex- 
press as much to my companion, when the great 
tremor occurred. A moment aAer, and nature 
was in the same death-stillness as before — a rest 
no way more attractive from its recent internip- 
tion. The keys sat as it were broocUng on the 
water, that faad a silvery glow over its surface, bat, 
beneath, all was blackness ; like a beauty's jet 
eyes, peering through their own lustre. We re- 
paired to a sash that overlooked the negro-yan]. 



jNGoogle 



23 VIRGIN ISLANDS. 

and the countenances of several women there 
spoke at once what bad been the sensation to 
those on terra iirma. The wanness — for want of 
hetter term — that comes over these people when 
aught ails them, is truly dreadM ; misery and 
famine should he drawn with no other aspect 

But let me introduce you among a few of my 
sable acquaintances ; and the most notable com- 
peer I hare is, t«n to one, Last Man. This rogue, 
who will cut no inconsiderable figure throughout 
my correspondence, is a. little, lank-haired, grey- 
eyed being of Indian extraction by tbe male parent, 
his mother being a Meestize creole : somehow or 
other his square face has an attraction in its very 
ugliness. He derives his name from tradition of 
having been always the same size and figure as at 
present ; a figure, by-the-by, which is quite a little 
model, and which Last Man displays to every 
advantage, by appearing two-thirds of his time in 
cuerpo. 

My boy is a perfect counterpart to a stupid fel- 
low of his breed I met on ship-board the other 
day; there is nothing whatever of the charac- 
teristic Indian hebetude to denote his half caste : 
— be has not, indeed, the adventitious knack of 
book-learning, but in aU the lore that nature be- 
stows, Last Man is an adept. The child used 
constantly to squat himself at our door, and, more 
than once, I observed him eyeing me wistfully in 
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passing ; this at length induced me to notice him, 
and in less than a minute he had related the whole 
of his little hbtoiy. In short, he was free in a 
land of hondage ; having, as he feelingly repre- 
sented, " nobodj hut hia mndda lo take care of 
him." — Heaven, thought I, my poor boy, (hat 
has granted thee so large a blessing, will doubt- 
less provide the rest also ; and from that time Last 
Man has come under my especial protection. 

The person admitted to the honour of being my 
permquier, is Lord Shannon, who, among the 
second-rate people of colour, sports no mean rdle. 
Although not legally free, with the exception of 
quitting the island, he enjoys well nigh all the 
liberties of &eedom. There is another varlet, a 
banger-on with us, in the capacity of ostler, whose 
condition is nearly similar : — indeed it is by no 
means unusual for slaves of little value to hold the 
enviable privilege of shifting for themselves. As 
for wishing to leave the colony, the Shannon pro- 
bably feels as little desire in that way, as your 
more volaUle correspondent does to abide in it. 
And wherefore should he ? — he could but degrade 
by the exchange, go where he might, and the 
time of life for pushing fortune has passed with him. 
Then my Lord is already esteemed a semi- prodigy 
in the way of travel, having followed his owner 
to England, and I know not whom else to St. 
Kittys. This reminds me of noticing his services 
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exclusive of hair-dressing : they are those of news- 
man for the home department. My Indian help, 
clever as he certainly is, troubles himself marvel- 
loasly little about what occurs beyond his beat, 
the dog-kennel. But the poor barber's range is 
more extensive. Thefts by slave or free, whether 
of yams, sugar, or cattle ; — run-away negroes, and 
broils among the freed Africans, his pets, as the 
King's collector terms them ; — smuggling in from 
St. Thomas', and out hence ; in a word — 

" Quicquid a^nt homines, votam, Uuor, ira, voluptai, 
Oaudia, discanua " — 

on all these topics commend me to my lord Shan- 
non. The poor fellow is a well, though slightly 
made Quadroon of thirty-frve, with European fea- 
tures, that might be thought handsome but for the 
ill-health indicated on them. 

Bull-dog and Dorcas rank themselves among 
my acquaintance also. The former derives his 
name from a sloop-of-war that was on this station 
lang syne ; at present we see nothing of the kind, 
the King's officers preferring, laudably enough, to 
rub away those piping times of peace in gayer 
ports than ours. Bull-dog did his duty, he as- 
sures me, manfolly in the cook's crew, but the 
ship, being ordered home, touched, unluckily for 
him, at Anegada, where he deserted, and lost the 
wages of many years' serrice. 
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This story the poor fellow is pioud to relate ; 
no less so than is Boreas in confessing that she 
has outlived all memory of her's. Even of the 
predicables connected with her entry into life, the 
when and where have totally escaped her ; and 
she only remembers something of having been, 
when young, a house-servant in Spanish Town. 
Both are equally devout, and equally ignorant, 
members of the Wesleyan congregation here ; ac- 
ceptance according to what a man hath, must be 
pleaded for them. They visit our house periodi- 
cally ; the female, with a license common here, 
ushering herself into the hall unbidden, but Bull- 
dog shows bis sea-breeding, by remaining on the 
stair-head until noticed. Both seek charity ; 
the sailor tacitly, Dorcas by inquiring ailer one's 
health ; and her praists, on receiving favourable 
answers, have grown so obstreperous lately, Ihat 
I have been obliged to withhold giving any. 

My chief shoe-black and house-boy is Master 
Billy Sambo Smith, and Edgar serves me as an 
ally in professional matters. The first, a little 
lazy Creole, that deserves not half the notice here 
wasted on him, but Edgar — I could scarce manage 
at all without Edgar. He is as needful to my 
comfort in affairs of business, as Last Man proves 
in all others ; no decent personage, on vrhom 
nature has not wiitten sheer white, thinks of ap- 
plying to me through any other channel. A trou- 
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blesome fellow lately, a butcher, who has Bince 
been bronght into our island conrt ou a chai^ of 
cattle stealing, declared he would not be referred 
to a slave ! I told the knare that himself laboured 
under a slavery of mind, and that there was no 
alternative for Mm. The complainant, might, 
perhaps, have met greater deference, but that he 
was, probably, a shade darker than my lotum. 
For though you may smile at the distinction, 
shades here affect things wondrou^ly, even in the 
sight of your British-hom correspondent. 

The following effusion — drawn forth I scarce 
know how— is only too true to nature and the 
state of the &ee women of colour in these sonny 
islands. Their condition, with few exceptions, 
is a degraded one. 



THE INFANT'S TOMB. 

Ib it llie dew on yonder stone 
That daj^'s young beams are shining oi 
Nay — but here with morning's ray 
Came theie one to weep and pray, 
One with whom none other's tear 
Drops upon her in&nt's bier ; — 
One who travailed ere her hand 
Shewed the mystic golden band — 
Came to snatch a short relief 
From her solitude of grief. 
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HE be with Iier, undeGled, 
Who — as holy legeDils tell — 
Shrired the woman at the well ; 

With the mother aud her child. 

Ceue, fbnd mounter, why complain f 
For a child to die is gain : 
Hardly nature owned it thine. 
When the angel called, " Resign !" 
Scarcely pillowed on thy breast, 
When away to be at rest ; — 
But the hearing of a ware, 
From its cradle to the grave. 

Ceaae, young moHier, why complain f 
For a child to die is gain. 
While its spirit, yet with thee. 
Only fluttered to be free, — 
Then the hoiur to weep and fast, 
Ere a liring soul had passed : — 
Now the dead no longer mourn, 
Passed the irrerocahle houine ; 
Now the gashing tear-drop diy — 
It was good the child should die. 
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Tortola, May, 18—. 

Peak , I have lately Tinted the natural 

cariosities of Spanish Town, (he baths. An emi- 
nent individual in the law-courts of St. Kitt's was 
here on a toui of health, and our gentlemen, albeit 
his known bias, were not wanting in the attention 
due to his talents and character. Far be it from 
me, indeed, to insinuate illiberality in the Torto- 
lians ; myself, who have already fallen under sus- 
picions of the sort, without one set-off against the 
charge, am an example to the contrary. 

Well, the maroon* was planned for Mr. Wemyss 
Hckwoad's especial recreation. 

I know not if anything short of a love assigna- 
tion would ever reconcile me to rising before day- 
break ; and yet sucli is the unconscionable prac- 
tice here, even on pleasure forsooth. Might and 
mMn was I bent on being early at the rendezvous 
that morning, but coald not however escape the 
rebuke of dilatoriness. On reaching the droguer- 
doop intended to convey us, the whole party had 

* Wkter-particslteie are ciUed Uanwng. 
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anticipated me ; — the Hon. W. Isaacs, who cha- 
peroned, with his nephew, a lad well versed in the 
mystery of such expeditions ; his Majes^'s col- 
lector; the speaker of assembly; the Ttsttor above 
mentioned ; our amiable clergyman, and your old 
iiiend the writer. Nothing remarkable occurred 
daring our voyage, save only the tiffintf, and in a 
few hours we had beat up to the baths. 

Whether, previous to Virgin Gorda's heiug set- 
tled, the bacauiers of these seas ever resorted to 
the natural excavations here attempted in descrip* 
tion, report saith not ; but that they should have 
discovered a spot more favourable for conceal- 
ment is almost impossible. I do not affirm that 
more secluded stations for vessels may not occur ; 
— it is as a deposit for booty that the adaptation 
were so exquisite — Ali Baba himself might have 
hunted for it without success. After rowing about 
a half-mile irom the sloop's anchorage, and just 
where the island's southern point abuts on Broken- 
reef, our boat shot in suddenly through some rocks 
of irregular figure, that hide the little cove within 
them. When landed, the beach itself does not 
extend thirty yards any way, and at first seems 
devoid of all communication whatever elsewhere ; 
there is, however, a small break through the ac- 
cumulations of grey sand-stone, by which one 
penetrates into the interior. The cleft that admits 
you to the caverns is yet more difficult of dis- 
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coveiy ; and when pointed out, the passage ia so 
long, ao stnught, and so fearfidly pressed on hj 
incumbent masses, that the first explorers must 
have had no less courage than curiouty in attempt- 
ing it : the place, however, is totally inaccessible in 
every other diiectton. Afler walking and creep- 
ing, now advancing in a reclined position, now 
sideways, for about ten minutes, the baths opened 
on us. The cave of Trophonius was not naturally 
half so nigged of access ; — I thought one of our 
paxty, an invalid, would never accomplish the 
affair. But here we are at last. 

One's surprise on entering the great bath, the 
first also in order of access, is where the light 
finds admittance. Batitdoes80,exhibitingaclose- 
roofed cavern, some twelve yards long, by about 
one-third of that measurement in breadth. The 
rocky sides have their surface smooth and angular 
as those of a house, being in colour not unlike 
them, when the plasterer's sub-coating has been 
laid. Sea-sand, of minutest particle, covers the 
gentle slope, as you descend towards the water, 
which embraces three-fifths of the whole floor, 
deepening as it recedes &om its marg^ inwards. 
At the further end, which is on the opposite coast 
of the island finm that on which you gain the 
cavern, the Atlantic, after exhausting itself over 
a shelf of hideous tockB, gurgles in through a 
nonow horizontal opening there. Altogether, the 
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scene reminded me of what might have been some 
secret baptisteiy for the primitive converts to our 
feitfa, when principalities and powers were leagued 
to suppress it 

Here the Hon. Speaker forthwith took to floun- 
dering about a figure in the water that is the most 
bizarre thing im^nable when out of it The 
members of church and council were seen com- 
mingling with him, while Mr. Collector stood by 
to observe, and applaud, and pun on their marine 
evolutions. After staying awhile with him, the 
lawyer and myself turned to examine some other 
cells of the cavern ; and our progress immediately 
revealed the mystery of the light Ascending on 
the left, by a steep passage of good dimensions, 
we reached the square vault designated the ban- 
quet-room : it is about sixteen feet across, rather 
more in depth, and open at the top. A diy rock 
forms the substratum here, which, however, does 
not on all parts preserve its level. The name im- 
plies a purpose, to which the difficult transport of 
articles through the cleft, and, to natives, the 
usual low temperature of the place, occasions its 
being rarely made subservient. Between this and 
the great bath are the ladies' basin, and dressing- 
room parallel with it on the left. The former 
occupies a most snug little nook — a grotto of the 
mermaiden — 

" Wbere the nide waves grair ciril at hex umg, 
Churned by the sea-girl's mode." 
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The room is nothing more than a table-rock, ele- 
raled closer to the natural ceiling than elsewhere. 

We quitted the cool air of this romantic seclu- 
sion with regret ; and alter a repast taken on the 
beach, walked about a mile inland, to where a 
young adTentoret was engaged cultivating cotton. 
Crookback's stoiy of himself and brothers has 
veil nigh its parallel in the poor fellow's and his. 
They are three sons of a London tradesman, to 
whom, it seems, those ambiguous blessings, chil- 
dren, came profiisely; more mouths, indeed, than 
he could well supply. So the elder was shipped 
off for Tortola. He began as a book-keeper, and 
watched the rum-puncheons ; then advanced to 
cane planting and sugar-hogsheads ; be was, after- 
wards, a pedf^ogue and sub-vendue master, and 
accountant and election-jobber ; then member 
himself; and now these craft are merged into 
parish-clerk and catechist elect The early ad- 
ventures of his next brother, when he too emi- 
grated, had a dash of warfare in them. 

The family, as many indigent families at home 
do, owned a wealthy relative in Jamaica ; one of 
those worthies who court fortune in a retail store at 
some retired part of the coast, where produce is 
brought for shipment ; and generally invest their 
gains in mortgage on estates and the human cattle 
belonging thereunto. Little Henry was addressed 
to this kind man, with sundry pack^es of dry 
goods and hardware, in the good ship Colonist ; — 
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not without repeated charge to behave well to bis 
parti-coloured cousins. This happened just be- 
fore the close of the war, when a squadron of 
fVencfa cruisers got out of Brest, and captured 
several of our trade ; among others, the Colonist. 
Out young adventurer, on brushing away his tears, 
found himself in the mids' berth, on board a 
corvette, where a renegade Irish lad was the only 
one able to converse with him ; this rascal, how- 
ever, showed every disposition to ill-treat the 
prisoner, though fear of his own ship-mates kept 
him from putting it in practice. At last they 
spoke a neutral, who carried him and others to 
Charlestown, South Carolina; whence he em- 
harked once more for his destination. 

Here trouble appeared to have reached its 
climax with poor Henry, in the decease of his 
relative and con»gnee, which had just preceded 
his arrival. The mulatto harpies had seized all 
the tangible property of the defunct ; those of the 
law were preparing to devour bond and investure, 
and both equally regardless of how fared the httle 
emigrant. He was hungry, and they took him not 
in. An estate-attorney at length gave him asylum 
in his office : he became a book-keeper ; visited 
his parents after a few years ; and thence, finding 
his talents not much avail without the tropics, re- 
turned to manage a plantation in the Virgin Islands. 

We entered the dwelling of the youngest, or 
c5 
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rather tfiat of his &ther-in-law. The duties of a 
Bugar-work proving too ardnons for this New- 
come, his importer, the vendue-master, sent him 
here on matters of small traffic; where one kind 
sqiiaw after another beset him, until he was fain 
unite the truly Gordian knot with Miss Lett;, sole 
white daughter to a justice of peace in this ilk. 
Foor fellow, rapiat extremum scabies has been ful- 
filled to the letter in his case. The mud's dower 
consisted, as usual here, of a half-score lazy 
negroes, into the drivership of which he has op- 
portunely married ; and beyond these, small world* 
ly wealth can either Letty or the justice himself 
boast Their cabin, rickety as was its external ap- 
pearance, showed yet worse within : a cynic could 
not quarrel about superfluity of furniture there. 
The clergyman baptized their first pledge of love, 
kneeling on an aged sea-chest, that served the 
united offices of seat and wardrobe — his holy 
water oozing through a erased basin over what 
was literally the &mily board. Such are the de- 
hghts of emigration. 

Still it must be remembered that poverty at 
home and in the West Indies are very difierent 
affairs ; her stem companion, want, never intrudes 
here. To those who have learned to rest satis- 
fied with the almost spontaneous productions of a 
tropical soil, these may be, truly enough, — ' 
" Dear DUJTe scenes of mdolence ftnd ease." 
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We were amused on the passage homeward hj a 
story the mate gave as. At sun-set there had 
been a blaze over all the southern horizon, that 
shone under its pillar of smoky clouds, as if the 
Cyclops were at work there on the isle of Ares. 
The night, though close, was guaty, with large 
masses of rack flitting across the weak crescent in 
heaven, to make that kind of darkness supersti- 
tion most delights in. The Adventure of (he 
Mate's Grego — for so the tale he dellTered to us 
may be called — ran nearly as follows ; it afi'ords a 
ludicrous instance of the old proverb, that a cer- 
tain great personage is never more busy than in a 
gale of wind. 

" Several years ago," said the narrator, "I was 
second mate in au Irish vessel bound firom Mon- 
serrat to Belfast It was during the American 
war, and we were going north about : for though 
our crew had not minded having a brush with 
one of their private craft — we being a letter of 
marque carrying twelve guns — the owners you 
know, and the shippers and underwriters 'were 
another concern. I thought it as well to have 
made the strcught run as beat about in the bad 
weather ve did, and no clear sailing either : only 
two days before the Norge, seventy-four, with a 
donkey-frigate in company, spoke us, in search of 
that flying fish. Commodore Rogers : — they pressed 
three of our best hands. However, the skipper 
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avoided St George's Channel becanseof the Yan- 
kees, and by the token oneof their sloops, the Argus, 
and a Baltimore cUpper that had the heels of the 
Cork squadroD, and played Davy Jones himself 
with onr trade, were taken there about that time. 
Well, it was a sharp evening in spring, and I had 
been in the foretop during the second dog-watch, 
looking out for the land. Some heavy rain had 
fallen, and the wet sail flapping about me, for we 
were nearly before the wind, made the grego I 
had on wet enough : so on coming down I told 
one of the hoys to la^h it on the main stay just 
abaft the windlass. Having stood by whilst the 
youngster was doing this, I went below and turned 
into my berth over the cable tier ; not being re- 
quired on deck again, unless all hands should be 
called, until four in the moming. 

" I have been at sea, man and boy, for twenty 
years, yet never saw smarter service than I thought 
myself in that night. The breeze seemed to 
freshen, and we sent down the main-top-gallant 
yard and then the mast, the fore one had been on 
the booms for a fortnight Then it blew a whole 
gale of wind; the sails one after another were taken 
in, until we brought her to under the bare try- 
sail, and in sheeting this home I thought my 
grego got adrift and went overboard to leeward. 
When the middle watch was relieved, there had 
only been a squall about four bells, but the grego 
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was gone sure enough ; and a strange story they 
told me of how it happened, 

*' The watch, except the man at the helm and 
another looking out forward, went aloft in the 
squall to reef the m^n top-sail ; hut before they 
left the deck a rough voice called down for them 
to get another pull at the reef-tackle, swear- 
ing as how the starboard earing was not up by 
a fathom. Getting on the yard, they found a 
swarthy fellow with large whiskers leaning across 
it, with the earing in his hand, swearing all the 
while Donder and blitzen — I thought he might 
belong to the Flying Dutchman by this — about 
the reef-tackle, and how cold it was : although 
he had on a Flushing trowsers and jacket, with my 
grego over all. What made it stranger, the hand 
next him on the yard could see, for he was with- 
out shoes, that his left foot held the foot-rope as 
in a clenched fist. Our people tried to get into 

conyersatioD, by observing how ■ hard it had 

blown lately ; but he only swore again in return 
Ijonder and hUlzen that the earing had parted — 
and slipped away just as the man at the helm saw 
some one in a grego sliding down the back-stay. 
On replacing the stranded rope, they discovered 
who had been there ^ it was burnt half through iu 
the marks of the fingers. This account the watch 
gave me, and I believed it ; until three months after 
— in the same vessel — we fell in with an Irish 
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hooker, and one of her people vith my grego 
on : they all declared that it had be^i given 
them by the crew of another ench brig as ours, 
which they boarded one night, in exchange for 
whiskey." 
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St. ThomaB\ June, 18—. 

Dbak , I certunl; should have quarrelled 

with Senauus. To decline the honour of his rosy 
visitant was perhaps nothing more than prudence 
in that holy nian ; but idiy send her to sea agun ? 
By the mass, his saintship was wrong there : ladies 
are the very deuce on ship-board. This opinion 
of mine may be Bingular, but 'lis a poor hound 
that runs only as the rascal they bare coupled 
with him wills. I heard of a company's odScer 
that once took passage only because thirty market- 
ables were going out iu the vessel ; no doubt he 
wished his bread dough again, for half the voyage : 
even a soldier must lose grace with them some- 
times at sea. There is do eschewing the evil, 
eiUier, by reducing their number ; if you have one, 
the dear idol sets herself up for public worship, 
as capricious a deity as the whole pantheon shall 
match again ; if more, 'tis a dead hit they quarrel, 
aud then, unless the commander be a firm man, 
there is duelling twice a week, from his quarter- 
boats. I have gathered all this from Josephine, 
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who came here witli us. Josephine is a Creole 
brunette, not the prevailing complexion bj-the- 
bye, whose friends are of Sl«. Croix ; a French edu- 
cation has given her some touches of sentiment, 
but none of these were, to use a sea-phrase, water- 
borne. ITie &ult of such things, however, must 
be laid to the element, and not the dear creatures 
themselves, who are lovely everywhere on shore, 
and only most so in merry England. 

Many reasons conspired in bringing me to St. 
Thoraas' : — health's sake, and the Hon. Mr. Isaacs' 
offer of a passage. But the rivet-link was drawn 
by a brace of my fair country-women, now so- 
journing here, and to whom I was not entirely 
unknown when at home. Therefore, me void 
among the Danes again. 

A few steps on the left, as you ascend by 
Governor Von Scholten's, is a house whither you 
should repair as quick as possible, lest some of 
the attractions I found there may have quitted it. 
But the residence itself is well worth inspection. 
The fa9ade to seaward presents an elevation of 
two stories, with attics above, while on the land 
side the ground brings you on a level with the first 
floor, where one enters at once into the lofty, 
capacious, and elegant apartment that fills the 
centre of the edifice, which is of wood throughout. 
Two Corinthian pillars in the fore-ground of this 
hall support the space opening on a gallery that 
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nins parallel with the whole front. Here are 
seveD windows. On each side within, are rooms 
that hare jalousied apertures towards the corridor 
and great hall, that on the right forming an ante- 
chamber, with flights of communication to the 
upper and lower ranges. A little boudoir ad- 
joins this, and proves, no doubt, amazingly con- 
venient in the galanteries of the family. The 
principal room beneath is a talon a manger, with 
teseelated flooring of marble ; the whole resi- 
dence wearing a cool tropical air of comfort about 
it, beyond any I bad hitherto seen. 

On my entering the last-mentioned apartment, 
a scene presented itself no less novel than the 
rest. In the centre a spacious table groaned under 
various refreshments, which, I found, had been 
' accumulated to grace an evening ball, and to 
which the sandwiches and other bon-bons of lat- 
est preparation were now being added. Round 
these the fair inmates of Capt. R — 's household, 
increased by the presence of the ladies noted 
above, were variously, but all busily, employed. 
At the bead, and near the door, at which a decent 
woman of colour, who might be one of the upper 
domestics, was entering and leaving with different 
articles, sat the hausfrau superintending matters ; 
a st^d female near her seemed as having just 
thrown down Glover's Leonidas, that lay open on 
the table— a cold book, and not less suited to the 
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climate on that account Beyond them one of the 
English visitors had engaged herself in fitting some 
part of a child's dress ; and on the floor by her, 
amidst a chaos of foreign toys, sat an infant of 
exquisitely iair features, that lost nothing by their 
contrast with those of her jetty playfellow. You 
might guess for whom the work was preparing, by 
poor Quashie's ineffectual efforts to hold her at- 
tention to the toys. In the rear of this group, the 
master of the mansion and a navy-surgeon in our 
service had entered on discussing the compara- 
tive merits of schnaaps or Seidlitz water, as mom- 
iag draughts. 

But the point of attraction, to me at least, was 
where two girls stood at the table nearly opposite 
them, and who were now joined by the reader. 
One of these was , Kate ■', whom I need not 
describe to you ; the other, such as it were difficult 
to do justice to in any description. There was not, 
indeed, the dark eye and raven hair of my inte- 
resting countrywoman, but something else urged 
me, spite of prejudice, to confess her superior at- 
tractions ; how, heaven knows ! I was always par- 
tial to brunettes before. They were nearly equal 
in height, although the ffur Dane's heeled shoes 
might afford her some advantage in this respect ; 
these were of wlute chamois, and would be con- 
sidered ill-shaped apart from the exquisite ankles 
near them. A town mantua-maker, too, might 
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have improred her black dress, but hardly so the 
fine coDtoar of her rounded figure. Then her 
hand and arm, as they moved over the table, 
were, certainly, as Sir Roger de Coverley says, 
" the finest of any woman's in the world." These 
were engaged in slicing French rolls, a task of 
which I presently relieved Uiem. 

The features of ibis lovely young creature were 
in no wise less attractive than her person; Euclid 
himself had as soon dreamed of finding fault with 
the circle, as with their outline. Her fine fore- 
head rose over a pur of those blue orbs one reads 
love in so legibly, and a Roman nose — no, it was 
not Roman either, but something less masculine ; 
— this arched over such a mouth as, where there 
is the remotest plea for it, nothing on earth ought 
to hinder one from saluting. If anything could 
be improved by change, i thought the hue of 
her native flaxen hair might have been darker : 
this, however, was in its kind perfect. Her com- 
plexion, between the blonde and shaded, without 
much verging on either, has, perhaps, been some- 
what afiected by climate ; bat it was the air that 
pervaded her beautiful countenance which most 
struck me, " a consciousness of worth," coupled 
with the most unassuming demeanour. Such was 
the pretty Creole before me,— just turned of sweet 
mxteen, and for accomplishments, speaking French 
and our langus^ equally fluently with her own. 
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I immediately engaged iu the work of the sand- 
wiches, and pursued it until the whole party 
adjourned to dine on board a British brig of war. 

We were just putting off) in return for the ball, 
when a large vessel was discerned making the 
harbour, which an American lieutenant present 
declared, on reconnoitering, to be " our sloop 
Hornet." And so she proved. The stranger shot 
in so fast as to hare anchored before we quitted 
our vessel, and the various positions exhibited by 
her in advancing, and as she swung to the wind, 
afforded me a treat ; not merely as being a fine 
ship, but also the fighting Phoebe of the Yankees — 
but her merits on this wise must be left for others' 
discussion. She took a berth that brought ua on 
her quarter, by which the protrusion of her heavy 
guns showed to great advantage : her long black 
and all black hull, nigroque simiUima cycno, 
seemed to float with all a swan's pride among 
the less assuming merchant-craft anchored near ; 
while a lingering sunbeam glanced on her from 
over Black-beard's fort on the heights opposite, 
and brightened as if the spirit of the old buca- 
nier viewed her array with pleasure. 

Although the anchorage of St. Thomas', as 
seen from a ship's deck, appears an indenture in 
the mainland, its shores are, in fact, formed by the 
abutment of a considerable key on it. The view 
from above the town presents this key longi- 
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tudinallj, and shows the separation, a hauling 
place in the south-west comer of the harbour ; 
on the back, the great island again curves round 
it, forming a second sheet of water, which is, 
however, rendered useless as a roadstead, by 
shoals and other obBtructions. The first arm forms 
the haven of St. Thomas', opening to the south- 
ward. It is entered through a narrow channel be- 
tween two forls, with a battery close to the water's 
edge on the left, and nearly mid-way a black shelf 
of rocks not much unlike that in the entrance of 
Falmouth, at low water. The Hornet has moored 
just within this, her head lying with the trade- 
wind, towards a wooded savana, which sweeps 
round the bight eastward. There is a delightful 
residence in-shore, between her and the reef, that 
seems to laugh out on the water from its screen of 
foliage. Along the beach opposite the harbour's 
mouth, and which trends for the most part in a 
direction from the north-east, lies the town, rising 
from sea-ward with more or less acclivity through- 
out. Several rows of palms, planted with a view 
of forming covered walks, intercept the houses at 
the north end ; in other parts nothing breaks the 
glare of red and yellow buildings, except it be 
spots here and there displaying the effects of a 
recent fire. Many picturesque dwellings are 
scattered in the vicinity ; some delightliilly situate 
on easy eminences, others almost lost in the jungle 
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where they nestle on the hill-ude — here on the 
very brink of the low sea-cliff, at another place 
towering over the port from its mountain neigh- 
bourhood. Indeed, viewed from the water's edge, 
these and the windmills yet above them, seem al- 
most impending over you. 

You are aware how many things prevent my 
figuring at a ball, so I bad ample time to note the 
several objects it presented me. The beau^ and 
fashion of St. Thomas', to use the dialect of such 
matters at home, had grouped themselves into 
quadrille sets, under the auspices of some re^- 
tnental musicians from the fort, aided by a man 
of colour, who scraped the harshest bass on a viola. 
The female figures, if they were not especially 
corsetted for the occasion, gave signs of a practice 
which our unbodiced English Creoles would do 
well in imitating more frequently. Most had 
slender shapes approaching tallness, with features, 
if not generally handsome, at least universally re- 
gular. A profiision of artificial flowers appeared 
in every part of the room, and gave an agreeable 
relief to complexions that in some few cases be- 
trayed the pare Norse blood in tbem. The gal- 
lants, excepting a half-dozen civilians in Parisian 
garb, appeared in the uniform of some national 
service ; — officers of the Danish navy, and those of 
our own ; the white dress of the island militia, the 
scarlet of the line, and several gentlemen of the 
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fire-brigade in greeo ; these, with blues from the 
Hornet and some half-rover Columbians in gayer 
attire, threw an animated variety over the scene. 
I retired early. 

If St. Thomas' be not the hottest location under 
the sun — beshtew systems — it is bo when over it ; 
and both perhaps. On going to rest, bowcTer, 
the whole truth of the climate most undeniably 
declares itself; never mortal, whether waking or 
asleep, perspires through the live-long darkness 
as one does here. When the sun glares over 
you head, you may fancy a summer's day at 
home, and that is some relief, but at night there 
is the close simmering heat of an oven in your 
chamber. They consider it unhealthy to sleep 
with open windows, but 1 always do bo when the 
situation admits ; and then comes the everlasting 
hum of the crickets to amuse you. As for mos- 
quito-nets, I have long eschewed that luxury ; the 
sting of these petty fiends being hardly a worse 
endurance than the loss of any straggling zephyr 
their exclusion might also intercept. But in every 
case the night heat is dreadful in this cUmate ; — 
what else could reconcile the change from an 
EugUsh coverlet to one of no stouter texture 
than a chemise ? — and yet the water trickles off 
my poor body under the oppression of this even. 

So what with such, and sleeplessness, I fell 
thinking, last night, on the fair Dane. Faith ! if a 
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flower like this had met my path on die heath, 
and unprotected, I might have attempted trans- 
planting her where assuredly she would be the 
fairest 

" That eret bloomed in Gowiie." 

But Lauretta's situation was far otherwise ; her 
Iriends the magnates of the island, honoured by 
the confidence of their distant sovereign. And 
unblest, I rejoined, be the poor selfish spirit that 
could wish her in less happy circumstances ! — A 
thought of my own beautiful country-women in- 
tervened, and the truant's recall was complete. 

But my honourable friend — I like the handle 
to his name — has called to bid n\e embark for 
Tortola. — Everyours, &c. 
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Road-tottm, July, 18 — . 

Bear ,A negro girl sufferiDg from chigoas 

in her feet awoke me before sunriee: this little 
wretch has disturbed the slave-yard all night by 
bellowing as if she were demoniacally possessed ; 
and yet will not submit herself to the pain of their 
extraction. Delay only increases the difficulty of 
it : these insects, when allowed to remain, burrow 
in the flesh, and become prolific there as rabbits 
in a warren. Our unshod slaves are most ob- 
noxious to such vermin, although neither hose nor 
leather will at all times protect the wearer from 
thetn. 

The brief twilight had just broke over the islets 
as I opened my eastern casement, not by throwing 
up glazed sashes secured by artifice of spring or 
screw, but an unpaneled shutter confined with 
hooks, such as some rural cyclop at home manu- 
factures for cart-fastenings. Art indeed may iail, 
but nature is in perfection everywhere : the moun- 
tiuns of Tortola seemed exulting on their tall 
summits opposite me, as they expanded into day 
and to the gloiy of Him who made them. Hoad 
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haven lay asleep beDeath, dark and glossy like a 
miiror that waits but light to disclose the scene 
around it ; — ■ as this grew momentarily clearer, 
ihe keys threw out their lengths in rivalry of shade, 
from the intense blackness at their base to where 
some strong ripple glistened in receding. Nearer, 
several ovens were pouring forth a glare of fire that 
shone on groups of slaves busy in preparing what 
they were to perfect into bread — a contrast with 
the quiet, stealthy manner in which light was 
breaking over them and the world. As day ad- 
vanced, the masts of shipping grew perceptible, 
and I was saluted with a chorus 'of negro sailors 
engaged in their lading. Although not equally 
harmonious with the Sicilian mariners' hymn, or 
other elegancies of water melody, there is some- 
thing wildly pleasant in their note, when heard at 
« distance — that sung at Barbadoes in honour of 
the Gloire frigate, peculiarly so. As the poor 
fellows shouted at their toil, my thoughts wan- 
dered to where the voices of some among them 
might have re-echoed when young, in liher^ and 
Africa — but ne/as ! one must not lay here any- 
thing to the charge of those elect, the slave- 
defers. " We have made Christians of them," 
said an old settler.whose large family of vernacular 
slaves are just the reverse of all the Russels — the 
sons, to a man not brave, nor the daughters, a 
wench of them, virtuous. Heaven forefend ! I 
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would not idly rail at evils which lime alone can 
remedy, bat it angers me to bear freedom spoken 
despileAiUy of, eren in Egypt. 

Descending into the negro court I found the 
chigou-g»l somewhat relievecl, allhongh the latent 
cause of her grief remained yet unextracted. She 
sat at Ibe door of our trelliced stable, holding 
forth the afflicted member to Last Man's fomen- 
tation with vinegar — the poor boy's blue-bottle 
eyes gushing tears of sheer sympathy. Beside 
these, old Cudjoe, the horse-keeper, was elabo- 
rately discussing the several methods of biting, 
lancing, and pressing out chigous ; whUe, what 
with the ardour of explanation and recent draughts 
of mawbee, his jaws frothed like a yeast-cup. 
After my imp had munched to satiety on the 
baked yam that served him for breakfast, I dis- 
patched him to bathe Shot in the lagoon and then 
turned to seek my ovn. 

Morahties apart — I do not say they ought to be 
set aside — but with this exception, the state of 
domesUc slaves in the Antilles seems not to ad< 
mit of large improvement ; whatever faults exist 
lean rather to a false indulgence on the master's 
part, which E^ain produce ill habits in the negro. 
One early discovers this, although the prevailing 
harsh, imperious, manner of speaking to their 
people, might produce a different opinion. This 
regards ordinary treatment ; perhaps as to clothing 
d2 
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and the decencies of thai lodgment, some &milies 
me still very deficient. Bat the great eril is, that 
poverty among us has its slaves as well as wealth ; 
every house swarms with domestics, whether 
means of support exist for them or not The 
nambers throughout h&ve largely outgronn their 
means of employ, and repugnance to dispose of 
them prevails, which the abolilionists do not 
sufficiently credit At Tortola, domestic slaves 
are in scarce any request^ and sending them into 
the cane-pieces is a measure never dreamed of; 
caste among the Hindoos is hardly more sacred 
than their exemption in this respect 

The slave progeny of a household grow up 
almost foster-children with their little white ru- 
lers, or should there be none, incur the sad risk 
of being petted : — two idle knaves, the pest of our 
community, have been thus situated when infants. 
But on my remonstrance lately about an inte- 
resting little Meestize boy, and hinting the pro- 
priety of his emancipation, the cavil only drew 
a smile, followed by more serious reply, that 

Mr. had relations to whom his property must 

in justice revert ! The rogue familiarly calls his 
mistress Sal-saJ, an epithet hardly less misplaced 
than that retained by a young biide here, whose 
nineteen domestics persist in addressing her as 
Miss Anne. And yet to see such chUdren on a 
^all-floor in (he West Indies, is pleasant enoi^h ; 
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it coHveys an idea of Blavery in its mildest and 
most patriarchal form : but Irom these and other 
indalgeDciea they often tnm out so useless and 
refractory when grown up, that, as at this house, 
some free dependant is resorted to rather than 
endure their annoyance ; and the slaves shift for 
themselves. 

During prayers, granny Dorcas stole in to oc- 
cupy her ordinary place, en Turque, on the floor. 
It required, as usual, our united efforts to elerate 
the old creature again, and when on her legs, I 
was doomed to the everlasting inquisition about 
my health. A fow thin coins of dubious metal, 
professedly copper, which bear the impress of 
" Cayenne," and are termed block dogs, at length 
relieved me from her importunities ; not however 
till a Booty little soul, her posterity in the third 
generation, had been commended to my especial 
good graces. "Mak yum sa tudde Massa, da 
goot piccaninny." 

Your breakfast within the tropics is a meal " lit 
for the Shah." In most houses they bring one 
coffee at daylight in porcelain cups, just the 
antique articles that at home lie secure in grand- 
mamma's closet, far too valuable for use, and this 
taken commonly at the toilet, whets the stomach for 
a more substantial refection about nine o'clock. 
The hall table then appears decked i lafourcbette, 
with veal pat^s, a chicken, or tSte de veau gar* 
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nished with an excellent Yorkshire tongue or 
Bolognas ; -^ while eliced plantain that should be 
eaten from the embers hot as lara, and the fine 
squashes they boil here, attend as substitntes for 
our potatoes. At times, indeed, we get them from 
Scotland, generally however of indifferent quality : 
those imported by the packet seldom reach ns. 
Then again there is broiled fish — bairacouta, an 
omelet, or the fine avocado pear, called among 
the military subaltern's butter, — for the sharp-set. 
I have also seen radishes here villanously tough, 
and water-cress equal to any elsewhere. 

The bread consists of French rolls, and the 
common island loaf, that smacks of garlick and 
the leaven used in it, but eats pasnng well with 
our rich dairy produce. Tortola is remarkable in 
this respect ; and for those who can digest the 
grossness of what are brought to table as Johnny 
cakes, this part of the dejeuni will have lai^e 
attractions. 

Our liquids are chocolate, caf4 au ktit, with, 
in many parts, their constant attendant — claret; 
tea does not often appear at this meal. Lastly 
you find a sweet cake, and salvers with honey or 
Barbados ginger in preserve, set on enticingly at 
the close, but which wind up the business rarely. 

But alas for those caterers whom blessed John 
Bunyan saw in his ever memorable revealings — 
men that sold appetite by the scale ! — Mine has 
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has grown bat too weaklj'' of late : I have hod a 
slight attack of ferer j which, however, juvante 
Deo, and by Miss Frances' care, has left me with 
no worse effects than those of debiUtj. Another 
time you shall hare the little annals of my Idnd 
□urse i — she has just brou^t me a mess of Indian 
arrow, and asks archly what pretty girl in Eng 
land I am addresaiog. My nightcap and pale 
Tisage afford a contrast with gallantry, that nugbt 
well put its affairs to flight ; but love, hke the 
trofHcal summer, is never out of season with a 
Creole — nor perhaps very often elsewhere. 

Tortola is certainly unhealthy ; there are indeed 
some who contend otherwise; and the circum> 
stance of Road-town lying to windward, a sita- 
atioQ inadmissible in most of the islands, is in 
their iavour ; but as for oar air being throughout 
salabriouB, nothing but the paucity of inhabitants 
can account for this opinion. Our society, at 
least the white portion of it, resembles those 
apples we read of, flourishing enough in appear- 
ance, but internally ashes. Tortola ts only a step- 
mother to nine-tenths of us. I speak cautiously 
in stating that there are not twenty to be found 
among our respectable white residents who are na- 
tives, and yet your West Indian adheres with the 
tenacity of a barnacle to his parent soil— that is, 
unless over wealthy, for people in such case will 
be locomotive everywhere. 
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The managers of estates, themselves aliens, drop 
one afler another, and their places are sapplied 
by refugeeB from Ste. Croix, Yankees, Scotch in 
abundance, Emeralders and a few irom the sister 
shore. These eke out a population that falls much 
within fire hundred, and hy such a motlej tribe 
are the rights of Britons so loudly voci&rated for ! 
And yet it is hardly generous to rail at them : if 
there be one privilege more than another, the 
free Northman's, it is his unlimited range over 
the wide surface of earth and sea, in quest of 
that universal freehold — a grave. The parish of 
Stepney is, I believe, the fictitious birth-place of 
all British subjects bom on ship-board, those 
veritable children of ocean ; but the embrace of 
death is more extensive, and more cordial. 

THE YOUNG MAN'S BROTHERS. 

I IN sole relic of a line 

Whose course U wilh the past ; 
The rest found early graves — and mine 

Of five must be the last : 
Vet onl; one — she died at birth — 
Will sleep with me in natiTe earth. 

Our eldest — hie m; &thei's sliU 

To dnun the caveraed mine, — 
Gold fettered to her sordid will 

Where El Dorados shine : 
Their ciests the giant palm-trees ware. 
Perennial o'er my brother's grare. 
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Another from the phial drank 
For Freedom's mutyr-land ; 

When Egypt battled with the Frank 
He died by Pjloa' sttand ; — 

They laid him, by a moM-grown pile, 

On dark Sphacteria's lonely isle. 

Our youngeM feU, an utter wreck 

In spirit and in fonn, — 
Alas ! on our fair farae a speck. 

He sleeps where howb the storm. 
Death from the convict struck his chain, 
Bennuda, in thy wild domain ! 

Where that Tait infant seemed to pay 

Our fiist-fruils to the tomb, 
I loTc at silent eve to stray 

Beneath the nmbrageous gloom ; 
And ask the night-dews if they weep, 
Like me, for where their kindred sleep ? 
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Dbab ■, If the inquisitorB, vho incarcerated 
little Nicholas Pedioza without ruth, ooly for 
cudgelliog bis reihictory mole, had ever seen 
these animus in a sngar-mill, small blame would 
they have laid on that paragon of apothecaries. 
But to other matters ; one of the quietest of this 
headstrong breed, with her nsual attendant here, 
a negro boy, brought me safe to Kelly's estate 
three mornings since. After my notice of Bar- 
badian equipage already read, you will hardly 
expect much commendation of such things here. 
Indeed their neglect not merely exhibits a reck- 
lessness about appearances ; — in a country where 
tlie only travelling is on horseback, over steeps 
well-nigh perpendicular, and by tracks not roads 
washed fearfully rugged by the floods, it almost 
evinces indifference to the safety of one's neck. 
To break stirrup-leather or bridle in many places, 
wonld consign you headlong down a precipice. As 
to our affair, we surmounted it at last, I by keep- 
ing steadily as might be on the mule's back, the 
boy with assistance derived from holding on at her 
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tail ; just as you might see represented of Tam 
o' Shanter*s poor beast before it parted. 

During the ascent, we fell in with no less a per- 
sonage than Jumper Jem, a sturdy rogue from A^ 
Bight of Benin, whom some ill-starred slare- 
ship has been compelled to disgorge into light and 
freedom, much to the scandal of His Majesty's 
sober lieges in Tortola. The scamp liyed, it 
seems, as one in authority at home, ani here takes 
leave to rule himself, although sad misrule it is 
with. him. The edict agfunst " thin potations " 
would hare been a delectable one in Jumper 
Jem's hearing. He graciously acquainted me 
that his present journey was in the capacity of 
post-man, an information somewhat gratuitous : for 
as Jumper carries himself reckless as a dog about 
pockets, the important billet appeared over his 
shoulder, pendant from a switch : where it dangled 
like the poor butterfly, whom those puritanical 
bees hung for roring in summer. 

On gaining the mountain ridge behind Hoad- 
town, I halted to look about me. The keys, 
that girdle in Tortola southward, were apparently 
all within a stone's throw ; and such expanse of 
waters beyond them ! — they say, in the clearest 
weather you discern the ridge of Saba, but my ex- 
treme view on any part of tlie horizon was Sainte 
Croix, ^stant forty miles. A stout vessel was 
entering the Kouad-rock passage, and seemed like 
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an ant between the letters of a child's primer ;— 
those off the town, showed yet more diminutive. 
But the Road itself 

" With all its motley rout ; 
ChoTch, anny, pliysic, law," 

and the low street opening in a line with my view, 
appeared close under foot. And then the pert 
little spire, and the dat-roofed store close by, with 
a gutter-like slip of sea-water between tliem both 
and Bush key : the clear lagoon spotted here and 
there with shoals, and Hill's busy plantation : — 
one's palm seemed broad enough to cover them 
all. I thought what difficulty Robins might 
find to describe the extent of such Lilliput do- 
main, and yet do justice to his employers. We 
moved gaily along cane-patches that began to 
slope northerly, until our arrival at Kelly's. 

A manager's residence in Tortola is quickly 
erectexl — with the chance of being as quickly 
blown down again. This consists of three rooms 
on a basement, without attics : the whole lying 
open to the roof, like an English bam. The 
length is divided transversely into a hall and a 
sleeping apartment by partitions that are close at 
the floor, but terminate above in Irellice-work. 
Mr. Comptroller Snow tells us this is the third 
division among schoolmen : positive, probable, 
and by partition. The youth has been imported 
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from Wadfaam College, Oxon, althougli bis fa- 
ther, a great parliament man, wavered long whe- 
ther bis son should sit at the receipt of taxes, or 
join with himself in imposing them : 1 intend 
looking after this learned Bceotian. No other 
division, however, of any kind is ever used here. 
The building, being without internal casing, ex- 
poses a frame of hard wood, on which fir-planks 
are laid in the manner of clinker-built craft with 
us. The window-shutters are hung so as when 
raised to answer the purpose of sun-blinds. Two 
door-places, situated vis-a-vis in the direction of 
the trade-wind, admit its current through and over 
cloth stretchers, by which they are partially closed. 
The edifice appears unpainted throughout, except 
indeed the roofing of shingles that are daubed 
with red ochre. Altogether the house may ap- 
proach near what, in time of war, were the coast 
signal-stations at home. 

Two neat female figures rose firom a sofa on my 
entrance, thereby certifying me at once that they 
were exotics ; for Creoles are never found thus 
ready to receive you. It annoys me more than 
aught else, that villanous keeping to bed and 
dormitory of theirs : but Mrs. Kelly with her 
cousin Norah, and the manager himself, who 
joined us, bringing in two lively boys of some ten 
years rearing, are folks not a whit obnoxious to 
such habits. The seniors are every one firom the 
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"green island" and the yondis no degenerate 
scions of that active stock. The veiy in&nt that 
lay in Norah'a lap, rolling itself round uid round 
out of sheer wantonness, seemed to have a spice 
of its father's native county of Clare ; and Norab, 
I engage, is herself a romp from the way she 
manages baby. The hoys too, in all manner of 
mischief, are brisk as imps from Daniel O'Rourke^ 
second bottle : though by-the-by not boJuU Irish. 
I discovered this corionsly enongh. The young 
rogues called our manager Father Kelly, and the 
term, coupled vith hie own information, for there 
was no sign of such — that he was a Romanist, 
excited further curiosi^. Mrs. £., their mother, 
had been a handsome widow : like thine, Janet, 
thou arch jade and peerless among rural cousins. 
This residence stands almost on the verge of a 
promontory, that, on three sides, frovns in stem 
terror orer waves foaming at its base. On your 
right the open Atlantic appears to undermine the 
cliff beneath, so closely roll home its lai^ undu- 
lations, while more remote, in an opposite direc- 
tion, the ridges of Tortola droop more genUy into 
savanas, which, like Marathon, look forth again 
upon the sea with its hundred islets. One among 
them, the property of my host in Road-town, 
drew my notice, not so much on account of its 
hunch-hack and iron-bound coast, as from an 
anecdote related of it. A party had repaired to 
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this Stem spot in order to btun the coral drift 
they gather on its shores, and which is reDdered 
into lime for a market at St Thomas'. While 
thus engaged, the ground swell rose so heavily as 
obliged them to beach their shallop, and finally 
to remun until their stores were exhausted. They 
had managed to support nature very well on 
cassava, the only edible produced here, when a 
careless dog lost their flint, which was depriving 
them of their last resource. Cassara, or manioc, 
abounds in a highly poisiHious juice, very small 
doses of which produce the most dangerous con- 
sequences ; it is however of so volatile a nature as 
to be readily drivra off by heat, and consequently 
there is no practical difficulty~-i^fA a fire — in 
procuring this highly nntritious substance in a 
pure state. With much difficulty they at last 
reached the main. 

Mr. Kelly invited me to descend with him to 
the sugar-works, that are with few exceptions at 
the water-side here. We rode through patches 
where the young cane shoots are just coming into 
leaf; they grow on horizontal layers of soil, sup- 
ported by dry walls, that are erected and kept in 
repair at a great expense of time and labomr. 
Within these, in beds, whose natural exhaustion 
they essay to renovate by a biennial sprinkling of 
manure, the cane-plants are set to take their 
chance of a genial season, sheltered somewhat 
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fromflie sun's glarebylitter, the accumulations of 
former crops left on the ground with that object. 
The cane harvest, or crop-time, lasts seren mouths, 
beginning about Christmas and ending commonly 
in August : but this varies with its productiveness. 
The canes to be felled in a day are regulated as 
to quantity by their means of expressing and boil- 
ing the syrup from tbem : and as it ^nerally re- 
quires »steen hours' work at the mill and coppers 
here to produce a hogshead of sugar, — these, to 
dispose of the whole tillage, must be in operation 
five days, and sometimes in particular emergen- 
cies during the whole of each week. 

On our arrival, we found the negro-women of the 
estate congregated to receive their weekly dole of 
provisions, the delivery of which ensued forthwith : 
each receiving from three to five dried fish (I be- 
heve scate from the coast of Nova Scotia) and 
several quarts of ground m^ze. I have never met 
an ingenuous European, new to tropical scenes 
and habits, who failed to express disgust at the 
want of decency in attire so rife among the pre- 
dial slaves, more especially the females, here : — 
disgust for the neglect on part of those on whom 
devolves the sacred duty of insisting on an op- 
posite state of things. The garb of a danseuse at 
the opera — outrageous enough there — never ex- 
hibited miud or matron with less reserve than 
does the broad day-light stage of our cane patches. 
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For the more eldeTl;-, and those whose naked 
imps bestride that aatural saddle, a negro woman's 
hip, the decencies of clothing are kept only in 
name ; they appear heedless of the matter altoge- 
ther. There is a hlack female — the poor creature 
is insane — allowed to perambulate our streets with 
no other covering, for night or day, save a squalid 
blanket: we are too yre? here for a police. The 
naked exhibition of elephantiasis may be seen in 
more islands than Tortola. But of the field gangs 
again, — there are always among the younger lasses 
those, throngh whose dusky skin the suffusion of 
conscious exposure will at times be obserred, 

'* Lilte coral leddening through Ihe darkeo'd mre 
Which draws the direr to Ihe crimsoD caTe." 

Surely all this might, without much difficulty, be 
placed on a better footing. 

As to inflictions of actual severity, if one among 
the by-gone planters of Tortola attained a bad 
eminence in this respect, we may hope that the 
penalty pud for it, the retribution justly exacted, 
— has not been lost on the remainder. 1 express 
myself thus without the slightest view of impugn- 
ing their general conduct ; the system may have, 
probably has, a tendency to sport with human 
life, iu reducing it to an article of traffic, — but 
the case about to be noticed, ought no more to be 
received as indicative of a common bias that way, 
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than shonlcl those deeds of violence witb which 
our own annals of crime are replete, weigh ad- 
rersel;- on our national character. 

" Scis eteuim jaatum geminaHUpeiideie looce 
AncIpitiB libra t " 

The satirist's question is ea^y pnt, but not so 
earaly answered in the affirmative, I fear, by 
writers on West Indian afffure of either party. 
This remark is not irrelevant to the present case 
even : we read in one, that popular sympathy 
was with the offender ; another's testimony, given 
on the spot and at the lime, expressly asserts the 
very reverse of this to have been the feet. 

On the eighth day of May, 1811, the Hon. 
Arthur W, Hodge, a member of His Majesty's 
cooncil here, was executed behind the jail in 
Road-town, for the murder of a negro named 
Prosper, his slave. 

Pereen Georges, a laundress and free woman of 
colour, deposed that Prosper had been condemned 
in a fine of six shillings by his master, or to be 
flogged in default of payment, because a mango 
had ifdlen from a tree that he was set to watch. 
The witness lent him three shillings, but this not 
appeasing Mr. Hodge, the deceased was flogged 
for upwards of an hour, and threatened with repe- 
tition of the chastisement, unless what was deii' 
cient of the whole fine should be produced. The 



ji-vGooglc 



VIBGIN ISLANDS. 67 

neU day, as the woman goes on to state, he was 
secured to a tree, and scourged with the thong of 
the cowskin doabled, until his head fell back, and 
he was able to shriek no longer. He was taken 
thence into the sick-bay, and chEuned to two other 
negroes, who at the end of five days broke away 
from him, and absconded : Prosper, too weak to 
follow them, crawled into one of the negro-bouses, 
and was there foond dead in a state of putrefaction. 

Stephen Mc*Keogh, a white manager, deposed 
to have seen the deceased in a miserable state se- 
veral days before his death ; he conld not go neu 
him for the blue-flies. I hare heard, but can- 
not now recall my authority, that family discord, 
in which this witness and Hodge's own sister, 
acted a prominent part, had its influence in bis 
strong evidence of the prisoner's general cruelty 
towards his people. The jury returned a verdict 
of guilty on the several counts arraigned agiunst 
him, accompanied however with a reconmien- 
dation to mercy, which they must have felt Go- 
vernor Elliot could not, under the aggravated 
circumstances of this distressing case, for a 
moment entertain. He came down from St. Kit's 
in a frigate purposely to be present at the flnsl 
scene. 

Aiter trial, the convict freely admitted that he 
had used repeated severities towards his slaves, 
and that the death of some of them might have 
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been caused bj exposures, the coosequence of 
their absconding. To the last, however, he per- 
sisted in being innocent of the crime for which 
he was about to suffer. On the evening prior 
to his execution, he took leave of bis three 
young children, suffering intense agony during 
and after the interview: in the morning he was 
calm, and acquired still greater fortitude by re- 
ceiving the holy sacrament. He walked witb 
fitmnesB to the place of execution. Mr. H. was 
in his youth a gentleman commoner of Oriel col- 
lege, Oxon, a man of great accomplishments and 
elegant manners ; he had been thrice married, but 
happily neither of bis wives lived to see bis last 
disgrace. 

I have read, and heard it asserted on the spot, 
that Hodge's ignominous death is, aAer all, at- 
tributable only to bis unenviable notoriety as a 
duellist; the prosecution originated in half-uttered 
threats on bis part of calling out an influential in- 
dividual on the isluid, who by some chance had 
offended him.* 



• Dodsley's ' Annval IU(futa',' 1811— 
litim of Hu Slant Trwie.' 
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Road-town, Sept. 18 — . 

Dbab , On my return from North-side, Last 

Man came to me in great tribulation. A. feud, it 
seems, of some standing, has subrasted between 
his mother and Black George, one of Mr. King's 
Counsel Gordon's domestic slaves, who wears this 
prenomen in contradistinction to his master's son 
of the same name. This fellow being evil dis- 
posed, and without the fear of a cowskin before 
his eyes, avails himself of my lackey to wreak his 
spite on the woman. 

Last Man had obttuned rain water from our 
tank, a favour not always granted, and was bear- 
ing it away in what served together for their pot 
k I'eau and chief cuUnary utensil, when his evil 
genius threw him in contact with Black Geo^;e. 
In short, by representing some imaginary hardship 
in the child's proper case, he instigated him to 
upset and well-nigh demolish the vessel. The 
result was Last Man's being forced to seek refuge 
among our negroes. "His mudder," he said, with a 
general tremor, " was too "—the vernacular super- 
lative — " too fierce, and would mash um to 'trans 
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like cane :" alluding to the shivered state in which 
it comes from the mill-presB. But he thought my 
recommendation for bia pardon, backed by a quar- 
ter dollar, might yet mend matters. The rogue 
lias such a peculiar knack at solicitation, that, 
with all my love for the coin, he generally con- 
trives to extract it irom me. 

Our court-house, before the hurricane of 1819, 
occupied a spot nearly over the centre of Road- 
town, and appears to hare been a neat building; 
its only Teetige, a stone basement, on which the 
edifice was raised of the usual material, wood, may 
describe an area of forty feet by twenty-five ; but 
this space was covered in part by galleries. I 
have noticed the place before. The present 
seat of legislature is a wretched concern, hired, T 
hear, at a rental much beyond what might defray 
the interest of a loan for rebuilding: — ^but the 
united wisdom have never dreamed of enacting 
any tanpble security for this; they are content to 
move on, as only waiting "the appointed desola- 
tion." Out on that fiirce of a government for 
every little island here ! Legislature at St. Kit's 
— at Nevis — Tortola ! Were the ministers who 
bestowed our charter alive, to witness its efiects, 
they would exclaim with Wesley on some occa- 
sion, that whereas lie anticipated good fruits, 
it has only brought forlh envy, hatred, malice 
and un charitableness. I am not railing at poli- 
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tical rights, but what are they here ? Half a score 
iDdmduals, of broken fiaaaces and damaged ere* 
dit, expatriate thw wants and chagrins: and, be- 
cause the crumbs of freedom were gathered hj 
these hnaves at home, abroad forsooth they must 
have license to tear and worry their proper selves, 
as well as snap at eveiyhaad that strives to manage 
them.* Look at the beauties of self-rule in these 
seas, then observe the French and Danes, or oui 
own milder despotism in St. Lucia and Trinidad, 
and judge the rest. 

His Majesty's council meet in an attic, where 
one might complain of its cramped dimensions, 
did not twenty other inconveniences, equally ob- 
vious, obtrude themselves : the notable one that 
when the assembly choose to be uproarious, which 
they do often, the King's upper house must per- 
force leave business and listen. Here, however, 
our president wears the honour of a body, that is, 
to a man — " fas cognita loqni," anti-Wilberforce. 
I like his honour, nevertheless : it gladdens one's 
heart to visit him when a m^l-boat arrives, and 

* If foils would onlj give over talkia about that eTerlastin 
HouBe of AsEeiiibljaDd Council, and see to their forms, it 
would he better foi 'em, I guess ; for artei all, what is it ? 
why it£ onlj a sort of fiist class Grand Jury, aod nothin 
else, lla no more like Congrets ai PtLiliHment, tihan Mens 
Pugwashe's keeping-room is like our Stale-hall. Its jisi 
nothin."— 7^ Cloekmak«r. 
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find his honour up to the elbows in despatches : 
then bis secretary is a fine shrewd lad ; pray he 
nerei falls into Gil Bias' eiror. His honour's 
daughter too, would make a nice spouse enough, 
and make her husband coumd to an English ad- 
miral, — would you not, Maria ? There are erils, 
however, under his honour's roof that should be 
removed, — some of his wife's relations; never 
passes a vessel between us and St. Martin's but 
imports some of them : a mother-in-law is well 
enough, but I eschew all else. We differ also in 
the merits of farina, yams, Danish porter, and 
Dutch cheeses, but this is more than compen- 
sated by perfect concord on that important topic, 
Madeira. Lastly, the negroes within, and aboli- 
tionists without, may ruffie his honour's mood be- 
tween whiles, but saving this, a most inlelligeat, 
agreeable, old gentleman is his honour, the Pre- 
sident of the Virgin Islands. 

The apartment wherein our assembly delibe- 
rate, in size as well as convenience, much excels 
that reserved for the council : and yet the corpo- 
rate hall of a very poor town at home would pro- 
bably outvie it : perhaps one of our rustic conven- 
ticles comes nearer the mark. The place of as- 
sembly being also that of public business, has 
more the fitting of a court of law than a parlia- 
ment : which last sits at the table assigned other- 
wise to barristers, the speaker, who generally im- 
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poses tolerable otder, being, of course, at the bead 
of it. But this worthy patriot is likewise captaio 
of the fort, and there lu^ powder accounts un- 
audited, where surmise runs of his being a 
defaulter. Be this aa it may, a motion for the 
papers never fails to set house, and the little 
speaker with it, in a state of fearful combustion. 
The sitting at which I was present lately, was a 
remarkably quiet one : members of the council, 
ushered by the colonial provo-marshal, brought 
down bills, and " the deputed of the forty " re- 
tiuned others with no less solemn procedure. The 
order of the day seemed to lie in an insolvent act, 
which here does not extend beyond the individual 
object of legislation. At length Mr. Speaker re - 
moved a mace, that had once been gilt, from before 
him, and the house adjonraed : this gentleman ap- 
pears in the uniform of the St. Kit's staff during 
sessions: the president always. 

While on this topip, let me sketch you an elec- 
tion in the Virgin Islands. Colonel Maxwell's 
writ directed an officer therein named to proceed 
before a given day to Great Jose Vandyke's, and 
there hold a poll for the return of two wfiite free- 
holders to the general assembly in Tortola. At 
embarkation, a talk was held as to admitting of 
the party Mr. Provo-marsha!, who presented 
himself: knowing that poor folk, maugie effort, 
must sometimes get into debt, we feared ne 
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lateat angnis. But on asBorance that nothing 
should occur to prevent oar hilarity, he was re- 
ceived on board the schooner. We then weighed, 
and during our voyage I was edified by over- 
heaiing many invaluable hints on the divine mys- 
tery of sagar-boiling, with their corollary in dis- 
course here, the law : in this last, cause, motion, 
caveat, repJevin, — genus et plorabile si quid — 
were put and argued with a felicity, that nothing 
short of my stupid and unaccountable inattention 
could have kept from delighting me. But 1 had 
found other amusement : tlie shark-like hull of out 
Ballahou, reflected on the coral bottom she glided 
over in many places, drew my notice, and looking 
on the water affected me, just as immersing his 
head in it did the Sultan — memory had wafted 
me back to F — and my pleasure-boat Haidie, 
when they announced our arrival in the sound of 
Jose Vandyke's.* 

It was a picture of the wildest seclusion I bad 
yet witnessed. The savana, off which we lay, was 
scarcely larger than an English bowling-green, 

* There are two islands on the norili side of Toriola that 
bear this name : the letser of Ihem rejoices in being the birth- 
place of John CoaUej Tjeltsom, U.D., who died in London, 
Nov. 1, 1^16, at the advanced age of serenty-Dne. This 
eminent physician, Eometims a practitioner in Road-town, 
like the Kottinghams, was of a. Quaker family, and like (hem 
liberated his shiTes on conscientious grounds. 
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and BO densely set with cotton-sbmbs and man- 
gioyes, coffee, tamarind, mountain-cabbage, and 
cocoa-nut trees, that the sole of one's foot might 
despair of finding room there. A small cot, how- 
ever, was perceptible in the middle of the cove, 
and on the mountain ^de to your left, an ordinaiy 
house : in front, on the fine margin of sea-sand, 
Dot twenty yards from us, they had beached one of 
the rough unpainted yawls used here, while ano- 
ther lay at her grapnel in the water, rocking the 
snoring black fellow that lay boat-keeper in her. 
The heights in the back ground threw out natuial 
jetties on each side of our vessel, and closed 
in the landscape this way as with a fiame. 

The electioneering was soon dispatched ; three 
sun-dried mortals declared the candidates who 
came with us, to be unanimously chosen : they 
had good reason for saying as much, seeing them- 
selves composed the whole body of constituents. 
This, perhaps, may not be without its parallel else- 
where, but hardly so the representatives' feast that 
followed. As the butjustmealioned would afford 
scanty accommodation for even our cuisine — I 
mean the needful adjuncts to a cold collation ; 
the slaves set about spreading a boat's sail over 
where they had dressed our temporary board, 
which we proceeded at once to occupy. In the 
chair sat one of the honourable members just 
elected, an old legislator, to whom public ri 
e2 



jNGoogle 



76 VIRGIN ISLANDS. 

assigns the tm&Toorable report of Nottingham's 
&nii1y, as published by Macquean : his colleague, 
whose honours are yet in embryo, fronted him as 
the Vice. But good cheer was equally diBCover- 
able at either end. There was Turkey from Bar- 
bados, roast-pig from Tortola, English goose and 
Westphalia ham ; — there were Irish potatoes, na- 
tive eddoes, and squashes firom Ste. Croix ; there 
were cassavas of this climate, and corn-bread fi-om 
Jonathan's land : there was Schiedam, Cognac, 
and whishey ; and the Madeira they export at 
Teneriffe : there were pines of the Vir^ns, limes 
that grow in some, and cocoa-nuts throughout all, 
the islands :— there was abundance of "ebbery ting, 
massa." We drank the glorious charter of Tor- 
tola, and blessed the King who gave it in his suc- 
cessor, the fourth George, whereat Mr. Chiunnan 
returned thanks as became him : we proposed the 
independence of our lower house, and the Vice 
eulogised his constituents. At sunset, as we sailed 
homewards, I gazed back on the rude prospect of 
the morning : the mountains fi-onned over the 
Uttle cove as before, seemingly in stem reckless- 
ness of the civic drama we had enacted there. 

I have received letters from England lately, re- 
questing the prosecution on my part of an in- 
quiry, the incidents originating which, if not 
romantic, are at least truthful — and perhaps both. 

Sometime in the winter of 1798, a small vessel 
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bound from St Thomas^ to Liverpool, having re- 
ceived damage in a gale of wind on the Welsh 
coast, put into the port of St Ives at the mouth 
of the Bristol channel. Her injuries requiring 
that the cargo should be discharged in order to 
repair, this was effected vith all convenient des- 
patch ; ia a few days the colonial brig Sitter* was 

lying in the dock of Messrs. shipwrighu 

of that place. 

A sad change was it for Captain Fresbary— as 
the strange compound of seaman and backwoods- 
man who commanded the brig called himself — a 
most irksome transfer &om the deck of a pri- 
vateer in the West Indies, as the Sisten had been, 
to the peaceful eimni of an English town. The 
place is a borough, with, 1 believe, not more than 
a &ir average of corruption ; but with electioneer- 
ing politics he could hold no sympathy :— to what 
William of Worcester, or Leland, or Carew, or 
Norden had written of its antiquities he felt 
equally indifferent ; and the season was now past, 
when, at the s^al of the heugher, the whole ma- 
rine population would rush to engage in pursuit of 
their great staple, the pilchard. Captain Fresbary 
was fairly in the doldrums. 

A second-rate inn nigh the pier-head in St Ives, 
—hut writing at this distance my topography may 
not be the correctest, — " The Old Ship, " was a 
house much frequented by the coal-skippers of 
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the port ; one of whom, having once been in the 
river com-laden, was apt over bis cups to dis- 
parage the nautical skill and experience of his 
brethren, whose trips seldom extended farther 
than to Swansea, the black-diamond voyage as he 
contemptuously termed it The transatlantic ad- 
venturer would naturally resort sometimes to the 
same place, and with his stirring tales throw the 
Cornish shipmaster's exploits into total eclipse : 
the bead of more than one listener "suffered a 
sea-change" from their recital ; and among these, 
that of the black-eyed girl who administered the 
hospitality of the little tavern to its parlour cus- 
tomers. 

I pursue this part of my narrative no foriher ; 
suffice to say that, like Corporal Trim's, theirs 
contained the essence of all the love stories that 
have ever been written. 

Mary, the maid of the inn — when in after life she 
became a domestic in our household — was a tall 
woman, of features and complexion almost Egyp- 
tian ; and, Gitana-like, could, when crossed, shew 
herself a virago of niicotnmou mettie. A child 
might rule her, and that easily, at any other season. 
But her intercourse with the sea captain— ibey 
were married before he left England— had ex- 
panded the young girl's mind in no common de- 
gree ; it brought home to her day dreams of tropi- 
cal life and adventure that seemed all but real. 
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They were never to prove bo actualljr. In due 
time the Suters proceeded on her voyage, leav- 
ing Mrs. P. then .enceinte of a daughter now 
living, to return (temporarily he said) to fiiends 
ill able to support, out of their scan^ means, the 
additional burden imposed on them ; Maiy nur- 
tured tar too high a spirit to require their aid long. 
But months, years elapsed ; my father's death had 
removed her into another family ; and still without 
tidings of the truant spouse reaching her ; when 
—hearing that I was in Tortola,— she recollected 
that Messrs. Crabbe and Isaacs of this island had 
been owners of the colonial brig commanded by 
him. All these knew anent the iiigltive was soon 
told : he had committed an offence far more un- 
pardonable, in mercantile views, than the disrup- 
tion of an iU-assorted bcmd — had pledged their 
brig somewhere in a bond, of the kind called 
bottomry, and then made himself scarce to them 
in all time succeeding. I could gain no clew to 
any Jiirther intelligence. 
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LETTER IX. 

Tortola, October, 18— 

Dkab , Mr. Coxe honoured me lately, by 

becoming my especial guide, on a visit to his es- 
tate at Windy Hill. While engaged in the same 
mountainous ascent before mentioned, I learned 
well-nigh the whole history and present pursuits 
of my felloir<traTellei, and found him a rare genius ; 
like one of those aloes that blossom but once in a 
century. 

His education had been achieved at Perth, and 
what with some learning there, and glimpses of 
society gained during the vacations at his father's 
consignees in Glasgow, they made a braw bairn 
of him, — too mnch so for his notions qoieUy to 
settle themselvea within the limits of Tortola. 

He drew a heavy bill on the old planter and 
posted to London, residing at first with an uncle, 
where he had only decent glances of life, at the 
opera and such like, until encouraged to blaze on 
town with his curricle and room at the Hummums. 
But such feUcity was too perfect to last ; the day 
at length dawned for his embarkation homeward. 
Luckily, however, he devised something to cheat 
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time on his arrival, hj falling in love ; and yet 
more luckily the fiiends opposed it, which gave 
him iiuther occupation to plan and execute an 
elopement. Matters then went rather dull awhile, 
when papa's decease became a signal to start all 
hands northward again. He took a house near 
Lanark, kept gig and saddle horses — while visiting 
abroad, and a spare bed at home, aided him to rub 
on tolerably enough. Then sugar kept such de- 
lightful prices during the war ; Uiey never dreamed 
peace could lower them as it did. But these re- 
verses came, and in their effects brought this 
Fudge-family^ once more across tlie Atlantic. 
His kind stars had not forsaken him, however, 
yet ; there was a litigation about one of the estates 
depending, which suggested his turning pleader — 
and he was called to the bar. " In other re- 
spects," added Mr. Coxe, tapping his elegant 
snuff-bos, " where greater comforts are precluded, 
champaigne and princeza ought to satisfy a 
philosopher." 

My guide's natural volubility was sorely 
checked, in delivering this narrative of himself, 
by a pack of mules, that, at intervals of distance, 
were bringing sugar in tierces down the mountain 
for shipment. To effect this, they harness the 
animals by couples into shafts, that bear the cask 
as its poles do a sedan. Added to our difficul- 
ties in passing tbem at many places, the drivers' 
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incessant brawl with the beasts and tfaemselres, 
together with the smacks of their thongs aod the 
moles lucking, while their heavy burdens creaked 
over the tortuous descent — these sometimes ren- 
dered him inaudible, sometimes broke in harsh 
chime with his periods. 

We had now turned in a different direction 
from that leading to Kelly's, and were beginning 
to descend towards the north-west coast. Our 
path wound for about a mile over tracks, scorched 
and bare as the gorse-heath at home when lately 
stubbed. Suddenly we entered where it edges a 
ravine bristling with hard-wood, prickly-pear, 
and rocks wedged in with natural debris, brought 
there by the floods : a stream that plashed over 
frequent falls, was hurrying seaward through 
the hollow, and beneath spread over a line of 
shingle intersecting the estate, whose white sugar- 
houses glanced up at limes through the foliage. 
The road we were pursuing seemed excavated 
in the precipitous hill-ride skirted by it, and had 
been paved in parts liable to more than ordinary 
wear in the rainy season. One while it opened on 
small terraces, such as those whence the rural 
seats of our gentry peep out on the traveller; 
then again the ridge above us shot up in steeps 
of impenetrable vegetation that hung over the 
road, making it one continuous bower. Through 
this, the sea below and its tangled islets [cayos), 
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hemmed ia by the blue highlands of Poito Ilico> 
gave a view like one of those little Elysiaa pic> 
ttnes seen in a convex mirror : it presented a mild 
cootnist with the next object that drew my at- 
tention — an untenanted pavilion, situate on a knoll 
just over the &mily mansion. This had lately 
been shattered by Ughtning; the bolt had en 
tered its shingle roof obliquely, passing out just 
beneath the eaves. The split and scorched rafters 
as they intercepted our view of heaven from 
within, lay denuded and blackening, as may (he 
embers of this world at its consummation j and in 
(he wall, the point of egress was marked by a 
ghastly rent : — it reminded me of that " hole in 
the waU," looked through by the prophet, when 

« HU eje anrvej'd the dark idolatries 
Of aU«iiBted Judoli." 

On alighting, a liUle nephew of my kind host's 
ran out to greet us, whose story is a melancholy 
one. Willy Doherty, whose father practised ae a 
surgeon in Hoad-town, was an infant at the breast, 
when this island was visited by the hurricane of 
September, 1819. The fomily, it appears, had 
early retreated to a cellar beneath their dwelling, 
which, being old, did not long sustain tlie ty- 
phoons that battered it ; the house was blown 
from over them, leaving their refuge not merely - 
in danger of being flooded by the torrents 
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which feQ duiing that awful visitation, but Btill 
more fearfiilly exposed to the wteck of nature, 
as well as man's work — the forest trees and beams 
that flew about in all directions. At midnight, 
Mr. D. left his "wife with her child and two female 
slaves to tbeir only shelter, the door-place, while 
he himself sought the aid thatwajs at once in requi- 
sition, and impracticable, everywhere else. Seve- 
ral habitations he successively made for, had 
totally disappeared with their tenants ; the clergy- 
man and his lady had both been killed near him, ' 
and with the utmost difficulty he regained the 
cellar — to find his wife added to the victims. She 
had caught her iiifant from its nurse's anas, and 
was in the act of egress, when a falling rafter 
crushed her to the earth, where she lay cold with 
the living babe still in her clasp. The shock 
proved too great for his spirits to sust^n, and 
within a few mouths the child became fatherless 
also, an orphan relict of blighted affection. 

I was introduced by my eccentric guide to his 
mother, and found her a political dame, an ad- 
mirer of that godly editor in Barbados, who pub- 
lishes his weekly stricture on British liberty in 
its most congenial sphere, the colonies. Then 
this is garnished by excellent practical illustra- 
tions, such as: — " The subscriber cautions against 
harbouring Cuffee ;" " Rimaway negroes in the 
cage ; " " For sale, a mulatto washer and her two 
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children ;" — all in fine keeping with his leading 
article as aforesaid. This lady, however, and two 
New England lasues here, whose admiration of 
heroism centres in Commodore Decatur, are rather 
above the standard of our Creole bellettes in ac- 
quirements. Of Mrs. Coxe, her spouse had al- 
ready intimated that her damning fault was ex- 
cess over the delightful standard of five feet five 
and a half: this lady's sister-in-law, and a depen- 
dant, both spinsters, completed the family group. 
The mention of ladies from the American Union 
reminds me that Dan Cupid has been playing sad 
antics among our young swwns of Tortola lately 
by means of one of them. 

The brief twilight of the tropics was not wholly 
lost in day, when a low ketch, bearing the pen- 
nant that announced a foreign vessel of war, came 
quietly to an anchor in our roadstead. Noon- 
tide brought me an invitation, in his honour's 
quaint small penmanship, to meet at dinner Lieut. 
, of the United States marine ; and accord- 
ingly, in due season, I joined Mr. President and 
the commandant of the Grampus, brethren of the 
gentle craft both, in the little gallery before bis 
honour's salon. This affair, trivial enough in it- 
self — for Mr. President's hoBpitalily is free and 
frequent, — had hardly found notice in my viva- 
cious missives, save for a cause above glanced at. 

Three passengers, an American gentleman, his 
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half sister, and a youth of twelve BQnuners, a lad 
of Spanish extraction, had come over in the 
ketch from Ste- Croix, where they are temporarily 
resident, on a Uttle excursion. I hare had the 
honour of paying my respects to them in Sandy- 
hay, at Mr. Treasurer Oihson's, to whom they bore 
lett«rB of introduction. A distinct but somewhat 
nasal pronunciation announced the male visitant 
as from one of the eastern states of the Union : 
he IB a merchant of Newhaven, in Connecti- 
cut. The story of the youth accompanying him 
was not without interest. In the Romanist se- 
minary at which the merchant's young sister — 
the lady of the trio — had been educated, resided 
a Spanish lady, the wife of a royalist emigrant 
from Venezuela. Taking New York in his way 
to Europe, whither he had gone with the view of 
soliciting at the Spanish court remuneration for 
his losses, Senor da Silva had left his lady, 
with her infant, en pension there. On her death- 
bed, to which an attack of yellow fever suddenly 
brought her, she had been most affectionately 
watched by the fair American, who — to soothe 
maternal terrors for the unprotected orphan— had 
solemnly engaged never to part with him, but 
into the hands of his surviving parent. Affairs 
of commerce had brought Mr. Schuyler to Ste. 
Croix, and with some indistinct prospect of ac- 
quitting themselves of the sacred trust, — not from 
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any desire to part with tlie interesting child, — 
they purposed touching, on the royage home, at 
Santiago de Cuba. 

But Dona Dorothea, — why Dona Dorothea i— 
patience, genUe inquirer ; and let me the " tale un- 
fold" after mine own fiuthion. Connected with it 
was the only thing about her digsatistying to the 
Ammcan merchant His father, a widower in 
the decline of life, had remarried with a iair 
Creole from one of the Floridas ; and, loving his 
young sister, her child, as he did, with almost 
parental affection, Mr. S., himself a conscientious 
Presbyterian, would still confess his regret that 
she was a Roman Catholic. An enchanting girl, 
nererthelese, was Dona Dorothea, yet in- the 
iresh glow of early womanhood ; the quiet Ian- 
gour of her mother's clime beauliihlly wrestling 
with the lireher spirit of faderland in her. If she 
had been an importation direct from the Propa- 
ganda, I fear the circumstance had hardly pre- 
vailed to check the ardour of one even among 
the ^te of our bachelorship in Tortola; the 
speaker's brother, a swordsman in some unknown 
corps, — the pro tempore clerk of our House of 
Assembly, — the collector's son-in-law, himself a 
douanier elect, all confessed to the absorbing 
passion. 

For the upshot of all, the ladye fair smled 
away agEun in the United States' ketch: pine- 
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apples are now exceeding scarce here ; I'eau 
admirable de Cologne is reported to be rising in 
price at St, Thomas' ; freight hence for Ste. Croix 
much' in request, and paper unobtainable at aeaj 
price — save an inferior article, salved from an op- 
portnne vreck on the Horse-shoe reef off Ane- 
gada. But to return to Windy Hill and its t&n 



The Creole girls are certfunly ^^eable ; — 
notwithstanding thrar rich American drawl, and 
the indolent habit. Been in their slip-shod attire, 
still are there many good qualities to counter- 
balance — they are kind-hearted creatares, whose 
whole souls are wrapped up in the duties their 
stations exact trom them. As the circle of their 
desires, perhaps their knowledge, is often bomid- 
ed by their own sea-fprt islet, the feelings thus 
confined appear to play stronger for it : like the 
ribrations of a watch, that become quicker as you 
contract their range. The man who finds not, in 
her total devoUou to himself, something to com- 
pensate for dignity of mien, and elegance in ac- 
quirement^ does not deserve half the love with 
which an island maid's fine "Ionic eyes" would 
be lighted for him. Then they are the best nurses 
anywhere ; — but I cannot add (apparently at least) 
the gentlest mistreBseB; dear, sweet girls, pray, 
acquire a tone of less imperiousness to your 
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Next day, being Sunday, we lode down a zig- 
zag pathway to an estate owned by the Bev. 
James Wynne, an episcopal minister resident in 
Scotland ; and where the clergymen &om Road 
occasionally perform divine service. Half-a- 
dozen of the neighbouring planters, with about 
a score negroes, principally children, the black 
faces and sparkling eyes of the females set in 
relievo of their snow-white tnrbans, composed the 
congregation : a l&igei attendance might have 
been expected, even had the presence been re- 
stricted to this estate only ; but among other 
marks of deference to their masters, the slaves 
seem resolved to adhere to that of non-intrusion 
on their religious worship most strongly. Those 
here, however, conducted themselves with every 
propriety; and it was pleasing to observe several 
among the youths join in the responses, with a 
correctness not vociferated on you in the manner 
of our parish striplings. During service, a British 
war-vessel glided swiftly by within gun-shot of 
the chapel, the waves chafing against her bright 
bosom, like foam from a race horse : at some dis- 
tance further down the strait of Keys, she stretched 
out again through one of the passages to occupy 
her business in great waters. 

The manager of Wynne's invited us to his box, 
»tuate just below Windy Hill, under the canopy 
of an umbrageous tamarind. The estate-house, 
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now oar place of worship, lies in a most pestife- 
rous swamp, the hills around it precluding every 
breeze that might distorb its exhalations : and 
yet the vineyard was not desolate, even in a 
literal sense. In an enclosure, hardly ten yards 
from the shingle beach, a. Inxuriant grapery ex- 
tended its boughs to the sea, with clusters of 
fruit that seemed to mock the sterility around 
them ; while their fragrance courted one to tarn 
from the stagnant ooze beneath. 

Biding across the moontain-ridge, on my return 
to Road-town, I realized in its tropical grandeur 
another imagery of holy writ, in the passage of a 
water-cloud over the islands. How forcibly it 
pictured what Elijt^ saw from Mount Carmel ! 
— ^Man and beast, in these torrid regions, welcome 
the visitant with an universal delight ; 

" Oestiet pauper tugnri colonus, 
liSCte distentiu comitans cajiellas : 
Mugient coUra, et omioa fessU 
Silra jarencu." 
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St. Thomas', Nov. 18—. 

DbjlB , Ten days since, at four p.m., the 

Sadtf Louisa post-office packet came to anchor 
just within the ruined fort that crowns a blnfi 
point opposite Road-town, on the eastern side of 
our harbour : her taper masts peering up emu- 
louslf under the heights that irowned orer them. 
I was delighted to see her, although the expecta- 
tion of meeting my old £riend A lemoved all 

appetite for a very good dinner, which is not 
erery day obtainable on these outskirts of free- 
dom. Jack brought his commander on shore to 
pass the evening, and at ntght-&U I embarked 
with them, by invitation, for St. Thomas*. G-etting 
alongside, we were received by a quadruped 
master-at-arms, in the person of Don, the skip- 
per's dog, who barked most tenaciously &om his 
usual berth on such occasions, the gangway. The 
animal's note, heard through the measured rock of 
our boat's oars, seemed now almost impeded, as it 
were, by the deep stillness it broke on ; imtil again 
Echo, where she sat listening on the hills, caught 
up the sound hastily, as if glad to prolong its 
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solitary effect. When we were on board, he 
repEured to join his less wakeful associates in the 
long-boat : these I found were several sheep, a 
racoon, two monkeys and a turtle: — the ship 
weighed anchor at day-break, and after a run of 
four hours brought nje once more to this place. 

St Thomas' is a firee port. Previous to the 
capture of Eustatia by Rodney, in the year 
" eighty-one," — but never mind that, many poor 
fellows know it, by the token their prize-money 
is not yet paid— before this era however, from 
which may be dated the rise of St. Thomas', its 
litUe town was remarkable for nothing but ennui 
and beat; the spot— wharves and stores— being 
then a mangrove beach. Within twenty years 
the free population increased from fifteen hun- 
dred to as many thousands. The prohibitory 
system so long pursued by ourselves, and later, 
disturbances on the Spanish main, contributed to 
swell the commerce of this harbtiur, by rendering 
it a depdt for articles contraband, or which the 
chance of war might render unsafe elsewhere. 
India goods, tea, spices, Canton crape, Madras 
coifs, nankeens, &c. ; wines, spirits, and preserved 
fruits from France ; dried meatfl, medicinal waters, 
linen, &c. from Germany ; lumber, shingles, maize, 
salt fish, &c. from the States ; the coffee, cot- 
ton and rum of the Antilles ; — these, with articles 
of European mannfactnre, whether for use or 
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luxury, &om a toy to a steam-boat, may find par- 
chasers at St. Thomas'. Whether your vessel is 
ireighted with Manchester goods or the cattle of 
Porto Rico, her trifling harbour dues are reflated 
solely by tbe tonnage ; the slaver and the missionary- 
ship being equally welcome in these liberal waters. 
There is a valuable Spanish lu^er lying near us, 
and at two cables' distance the Republican priva- 
teer, that on the high seas would joyfully light on 
such a prize. The latter has brought in a Don 
she took five days since, to treat about the 
prisoner's release : we see the rover's boat pull 
by us with the stem old captive in her, looking 
as if he could forswear even that blessed saint of 
Compostella for permitting such mishap ; and 
this in the midst of a scene, that to the eye be- 
speaks nothing hut commerce and peace. 

The town-fort is situate opposite the haven's 
mouth ; quite an engineer's folly if ever there were 
one. The ramparts that surround an area of some 
three acres, are scarce above the level of a 
seventy-four's poop ; they frown however in close 
contiguity over the King's wharf, as the principal 
landing place is called, and, withal, have one 
dozen brass sixes looking out from as many em- 
brasures, which may be breast-high to a Lapland- 
er: what struck me as most terrific, either within 
or without, were the prison cells ; but these, it 
appears, are more formidable than secore. Two 
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honest Columbians, who bad borrowed ratber 
freely at sea, lately found themselves mcarcerated 
here, until his mt^estj of Copenhagen should ex- 
tend the gracious prerogatire that might author- 
ize their being hung. The execution of justice 
under this govermnent is slow as church-work, 
to use an old comparison ; and long before their 
death-waarant arrived, the prisoners had rendered 
ita mercies null and void, hy breaking ward and 
leaping the walls of the fort, unbanned by rock 
or sentinel. They were certainly in the right, al- 
though an English yard-arm might have weighed 
their merits more summarily, and with as iair 
balance : but che sara sara, the animated picture 
seen from the epitome of fortification may well 
suffice, without cavilling at the rest. 

In front one gazes over the bright waters of 
St Thomas', dense with shipping of every form, 
size, and nation : the Danish corvette, with her 
taper masts and swallow-tuled ensign ; our Bri- 
tish packet, her blue-peter telling us of home ; the 
Columbian cruiser, whose tri-coloured pennant 
floats out in upstart nationality ; the long, black 
hulls of the French-built slave-vesaels j the un- 
wieldy barks of the Hans-towns, their unloosed 
topsails here and there hoisted for sea : the snug 
Yankee schooner, with her sallow-faced ship- 
master, that shouts through his nose to the lazy 
blacks they have sent to discharge his lading : 
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while some broad-brim supercargo sits like ano-- 
tber automaton, his lack-lustre eye bent onlj on 
the tallies, save when liiled a moment with some 
discreet ejaculation in praise of the true land of 
liberty ; the smaller island craft, bearing Swedish, 
Dutch, and other flags ; the numbered wherries 
plying BwiiUy about between them, with the 
slower lighters and timber-rafts seen in nearly all 
directions, give as lively a water-group as I hare 
ever contemplated. In the distance to sea-ward, 
a low brigantine of war, 

" Speed OD hei prow and lerroi in her tier," 

bas been laying-to for some honrs, probably to 
communicate with her consort, the Columbian at 
anchcH- ; and, on the land side, the waves are 
breaking over the ford already mentioned, while 
just opposite on the islet, is a carenage and 
arsenal equally rife with artificial toil and bustle. 
Behind this, the land rises like the back of some 
enormous leviathan, bristled with wood and rock 
in all the wildness of natural contrast with the 
scene beneath it. 

While A and myself were making this 

survey, one of the sentinels requested us to fol- 
low him, in the best English he could spi^cken. 
Descending a few steps, we found onrselves in a 
neat covered way, along which were doors open- 
ing into a range of apartments between it and the 
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outer wall of the castle : andiDoneofthese we were 
presented to the fort officer, a subaltern here with 
his detachment from the depdt of Sainte Croix. 
Thej lose, the soldier and his companioD, whose 
handsome though plain uniform denoted a lieu> 
tenant in the Danish navj — on our entrance, and 
greeted us with a frank courtesy that added to 
the attention shown in noticing our presence in 
the fort. The option of schnaaps, sangaree, or 
cigars, was successively offered us, but we de- 
clined either, and entered into conversation on 
their service. The landsman had been firom 
Europe about two years, during which period 
he had buried many of his messmates; a fact, 
which, as my Esculapian Mend observed, rather 
militates against the notion, that this climate is 
less congenial to English blood than any other. 
The proportion of deaths among a given number 
of our officers, has, I believe, materially diminished 
of late years. The sailor, whose very fair com- 
plexion reminded me of what a pretty English 
girl once observed, " that there were no people of 
colour in the chapel here, but her own party," 
wore an aristocratical air one does not always 
lind in foreigners, even of the highest rank, with 
an unassuming mildness of manner seldom pro- 
minent in your British bloods, be their grade ever 
so mediocre. He noticed the difficulty of com- 
municating with home ; and when we hinted at 
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the poet-office, remarked it woe a couTeyance for 
letters too expensive to be resorted to on ordioaiy 
occaMODB. I smiled at our characteristic reck- 
lessness of such items. 

On leaving these gentlemen, we walked down 
to the custom-house, as they denominate a range 
of pablic rooms behind the King's wharf; — the 
bureau des assets, the consulate, the post and 
port-captain's offices are found in this place, 
while a long continuous roof over them serves to 
collect water for the government tank near it 
Here I learned from CapL Rhoder, tliat the fair 
mud of Ste. Croix, in whose azure eyes we had 
calculated on reading a hundred destinies, was 
absent at her native island. My thoughts were 
particularly drawn to her this momii^, and what 
think you by i — a display of ladies' shoes, the 
manufacture of many nations; Spanish, French, 
British and American, all huddled into one huge 
receptacle. There were the yellow high-heel 
ones, in which your senora glances by so proudly ; 
the low-qnart«red white shoes of Madame, and 
others of less delicate hue for her soubrette ; the 
Yankee footings were dumpy, and made from 
execrable tanpits ; indeed, looking either to sole 
or superstructure, none of them reached the beau- 
riful standard of those fitted for my own more 
beautiful country-women, and — Laurette. The 
clatter of half a score sabots from Martinique, 
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Spoiled the reverie into which this f^p-eeable con- 
viction was leading me. 

The great trading street of St. Thomas' ex- 
tends in a broad line, parallel with the water, for 
about a mile and a half. Here and generally on 
the harbour side, lie what thej term the fire-proofs, 
stone buildings into which joa enter by lai^e iron- 
case doors, not unlike in form and size those in 
the towers of old churches : these admit you to 
a sort of Buperterrene raolt, where long coffin- 
like trunks are seen in niches, or piled together 
almost to the roof. Such edifices, besides the 
defence afforded by them E^;aiii8t an element that 
rages here but too Irequently, have the further 
merit of being cool and airy finm their size and 
loftiness. True, they cut but a sorry figure, as 
well in front as their internal arrangements ; here 
is none of the display made at the shop-windows 
on Ludgate-hill, nothing of their agaceries within ; 
to the street they present, when closed, the aspect 
of so many dungeons, and open, make just the 
lugubrious show one sees at an undertaker's. Ar- 
ticles of sale are exhibited iresh from the pack- 
ages in which they arrive, to be consigned there 
again if declined by the customer ; Canton shawls 
emerge in this way from their figured cases, 
artificial fiowers bloom in plain deal boxes, and 
fine linen tempts you firom a hair trunk. This, 
howeyei;, chiefly prevails in the principal stores, 
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those of less note expose at least some of their 
goods. 

As we landed, one of our boat's crew, obserr- 
iag me return the salutation of an elderly Jew on 
the wharf, ventured to ask how I knew him ? re- 
marking at the same time, that he had defrauded 
a relative of mine when in these parts. In fact, 
old Moses had made this relationship, on acci- 
dentally discoveriog it, the plea of our intimacy : 
— " Je suis le seul Fripier qui ait de la morale." 
The flock of Israel fold thick and fare well at this 
place however; one or two houses of eminence 
are of this class, as also a large portion of the 
second-rate traders ; those who keep stores for 
hardware, glass, porcelain, and the dispensers of 
spirits and friperie, which last hung at some deal's 
we passed, after the &shion of East Smithtield. 
Yoar free man of colour is a great admirer of cast 
off finery : provided his blue coat has a handsome 
gilt button, and he can sport with it a pairof trow- 
sers whose dashing stripes the laundress has not 
totally obliterated, the one being somewhat out 
at elbows, or a trifling breech-rent in the other, 
troubles him not a whit. 

We visited a chapman, whose little stock was 
tricked out not unlike an Italian's booth on fair- 
days in England, the characteristic pictures not 
omitted j there was a lot of tawdry, red, French- 
made parapluies ; the weight of these tbiugs is ex- 
f2 
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cessire, three timeB that of our neat manufacture. 
Seyeral lighter articles of cabinet-work, and some 
mirrors, in which a whole carnival of Dutch toysj 
placed before them, were pleasingly reflected and 
increased, serred to ebe out the eclat of his wares- 
After purchasing a Sheffield knife for half a dollar, 
we walked into a French hatter's adjoining, who, 
with a multitude of bows that interrupted the 
AHllainons patois he addressed us in, supplied me 
with one of those head gear made at Curagoa, not 
unlike our willow articles. It is much neater than 
the flapping Leghorns they wear in some islands, 
but not considered equal to the hats of Fanam& ; 
these, however, hare a tuiban look, that does not 
often become one. Here we saw a piur of the 
basket stirrups used by cavaliers on the Main. 

Looked in with A on mine antient friend 

Mynheer Haardemael, of the provision-store, 
whom we found dressed as before, in his old posi- 
tion at the desk, and poring over his well-filled 
ledger. On recognising me— for I did not care 
to interrupt him— the merchant laid a pair of sil- 
ver-rinnned spectacles — at least like those the 
vicar's son brought home from the fwe, they 
looked silver-rimmed — placed them quietly down 
on the open account-book, accompanying the 
act with a self-approving nod that seemed to ter- 
minate his abstraction ; and then allowed me the 
honour of introducing my companion as surgeon 
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of the Bridsli packet. Witt a deferential in- 
clination of the bead, he spoke something of a 
relative in Europe who was of the same profes- 
sion:— 

'* I liave a cousin id tfae lazaretta 
Of Hamburgh" — 

" Verdammt, Jan Anderson," — an exclamation 
directed to his junior partnerj just then enter- 
ing the store, and followed by a string of orders 
given in Danish, interrupted further account of 
the trader's relative. The usual proffer of schnaaps 
followed in due course ; but, it was now lime to 
seek the residence of a practitioner in St. Thomas', 
for whom A-— had brought out a medical work 
of late issue, and with whom we had been in- 
vited to dine. 

Our host proved a disciple from that great 

school of medicine, Glasgow. Dr. S ^"s table, 

under the nnambitious designation of a bachelor's, 
afforded everj^ing we could desire ; while his 
conversation, as that of his clansmen generally, 
was both entertaining and instructive. His views 
on the fiscal and political administratioii of St. 
Thomas' were freely given : admitting the vagaries 
of legislation in our own islands, and its practical 
tendency to effect— nothing; arbitrary rule has, 
it seems, few hearty admirers here. It was with 
no little pride of nationality, that 1 could con- 
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traBt the gentlemen before me, wiUi a fellow who 
styles himself surgeon of the Columbian priva- 
teer now in tbis harbour. 

The Lady Zouisa*s saiUng-mastei and mj' 
self had boarded her the day before. The 
schooner's deck at the gangway ;— but Balti- 
more clippers and their " long Toms " are found 
in description passim : so to pa^s at once into the 
cabin of El Corso. There were two persons, 
one a Hebrew-looking old man, who might be 
acting as prize-agent, seated on the lockers in 
this hole, when the privateer's lieutenant — ^her 
commander was on shore— descended with us. 
Fragments of sea-biscuit, and a small flask of 
kirsebiear (cherry-brandy) with glasses, lay on a 
bracket-table that projected from the bulk-head 
forward. One of the officers, a low swarthy man, 
of siz-and-twenty, or thereabout, with black hair 
and wiskers unkempt save by an occasional thrust 
of the iingers, professed himself a liceutiate of 
some medical school on the Bpanish main. They 
appeared a lot of hell-kite adventm^rs altogether ! 
and curiosity sated, I was not sorry to return again 
to the quiet and order of our handsome brig. 

I described Dr. S 's establishment as that 

of a bachelor;— a fine-looking woman of colour, 
with an infant in her arms, retired from the saloon 
as we entered it; her position in the household 
being probably an equivocal one. But let me 
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not indul^ in ceDSorious piying— a poor return at 
least, for hospitable entertainment 

After coffee, having inspected the medical hall 
in this place, where the arningements wonld not 
disgrace a druggist in LondoOj and the cigar-shop 
of a man of colour from Cuba, who spoke only 
^anish, whereimto our lingo extends not, ve 
repaired on boud in the wherry of a black rogue 
who clamoured among some half-score competi- 
tors for the honour of rowing us. 

During the whole of the day of the 21st of 
September 1S19, the appearance of the weather at 
St Thomas' strongly indicated an approaching 
storm ; consequently every precaution within the 
power of human foresight was taken by the ship- 
ping in this barboor that might enable them to 
resist its destructive effects, but the event um 
fortunately proved how weak are man's utmost 
efforts. In the evening it began to blow with 
violence from the west-north-west, attended with 
torrents of rain, which continued without inter- 
mission throughout— from one until four next 
morning. The hurricane was most severe, and 
blew with a degree of violence greater than had 
ever before occurred in this island within the re- 
coUecUon of the oldest inhabitant At daylight, 
the wind having moderated a little, this town and 
harbour presented a most appalling appearance ; 
— all the fences destroyed, many houses unroofed, 
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and some entirely blown down ; cTerj- wharf in- 
jured in some degree and many destroyed alto- 
gether. When the wind had lulled sufficiently) 
and the torrents of rain ceased to obscure the at- 
mosphere, the extent of loss was <Uscorered ; — of 
the numerous fine vessels lying in the harbour on 
the 3l8t, not one rode out the gale but H.M.$. 
&i{ts&ury, admiral Campbell,— she having dr^^d 
her anchors; the Danish ship Doris; the island 
schooner Patriot ; and two sloops. The whole 
length of beach in the south-eastern extremity of 
the anchorage was completely strewed with 
wrecks, and many vessels, it is feared, foundered 
with their entire crews. Unfortunately the ra- 
vages of the gfde were not confined to the sea : 
the warehouses and buildings at every plantation 
on the island were materially injured, and on 
many quite swept away. " It is impossible," 
writes one of the sufferers "to attempt an estimate 
of the total loss of property, afloat and on shore, 
caused by this disastrous visitation."* 

After a week most agreeably spent here, I have 
only time to add that the next entry of the log- 
book of the Lady Louisa, will be, " weighed and 
made all sail for England." 

* Dodslej's ' Annual Register.' 
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LETTER XI. 

At the Eyrie, Dec. 18 — 

Deab ■ ■ , My health beiDg somewhat im* 
paired again lately, a cruise and change of fur 
seemed desirable to recruit it ; and when I pro- 
posed visiting the excellent owner of this domain, 
my old 8ea-&ring friend ordered his droguer round 
the island, by a route different from her usual ooe, 
to accommodate me with a sail. We embarked 
early, and at noon, having weathered Eaetend, 
were running through the keys in that quarter 
before the wind. 

Suddenly, the breeae failed us altogether : the 
smack's heavy boom swung over her deck in for- 
midable warning to our heads ; the sul above it 
writhing like a petiilent child. I went near the 
mast to avoid this disagreeable neighbour, and 
began to look around : we were close to the little 
sHgar>loaf islet that intercepted our Iweeze, in a 
channel scarce wider than the Thames. Its single 
cottage, contiguous to which was a pinery noted 
for exquisitely flavoured produce, almost hung 
over the vessel. Presently her way was increased 
by a vagrant zephyr that brought us abreast of 
f5 
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what at first seemed a deep lagoon embedded be- 
tween alp-like declivities, but our progress gave 
the sea-view throughout that spoke its insular 
formation : this arm intersected three keys, the 
Camauas and Guauna, lying in a triangle on our 
right. Opposite, the main land ofTortola shot 
up like a giant Neptune, witboat leaving as much 
strand anywhere as might allow a solitary turtle 
to creep ou shore and dry himself : liirther sea- 
ward, the swell broke under a high perpendicular 
cliff, and threw up vast eructations of foam against 
its rough surface. 

We had anchored at nigbt-fali in a little shelter 
called Brewer's Core, and after being possessed 
by a legion of cockroaches where I landed ^o 
sleep, the morning air and scenery were doubly 
grateful. Our vessel lay embowered in cliffs ; ex- 
cept where, sea-ward, the waves rolled in as 
through a portal to spend their force on the sunken 
reef that lay almost across the inlet, and where, 
on the land side. Brewer's plantation swept for a 
few score yards along a sandy beach. All was 
bustle aud activity : the negro-sailors were en- 
gaged shipping hogsheads in their moses-boat ;* 

* I leave perforce tie origin of this recondite phrase to a 
more-learned etymologist ; the peler-boats of the ' London 
River ' are known and their names accounted for ; when may 
the same be said of moses-boats ? 
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and at the works close by, was a Bagai-mill in 
full operation. The manager and myself reclined 
in a gallerjr overlookiug the scene, with a store of 
iresb-gaUiered cocoa-nuts from the palms near us, 
ready to disembogue the juice from their monkey 
noses. There was ample occupation for eyes and 
ears— here the fire-man bellowed on bis imps that 
supplied the fuel— trash they call it ; then a reek- 
ing negro came to the mill-trough to admit syrup 
into the coppers ; mules kicking ; boys cracking 
their thongs ; women chatteriBg as they fed the 
cane-rollers. In one comer an ox and the spare 
mules were consorted at their meal of cane-tops ; 
in another, you might observe an old negress by 
turns coaxing, or angry with, her sable bautlings ; 
here the cooper plied his noisy trade ; there a. 
staid slave quietly watched the rum-still. My 
notice was drawn to several young rogues engaged 
at the spout,— this is a canal of wood, that, un- 
like " mine uncle's," brings everything consigned 
to it doumwards, and proves an easy method of 
conveying produce frnm the hills. Cane bundles 
are dropped successively down this dry shoot, 
and taken thence by the lads, whose dexterity 
was shown in avoiding the loose sticks that re- 
bound on reaching the bottom. 

During our second day's cruise, the ship- 
master gave me his little story ; he was frae Gree- 
nock, and had commanded a vessel out of Ste. 
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Cioix when the island was in our Lands. There 
a little Danish giil made a fool of him, and he in 
his turn made her bis wife ; for which she pre- 
sented him with aCornish baby, when, some moons 
after, they lay wind-boond at Falmouth. But 
peace brought back the Mynheers, who brought 
everything but peace for him, poor fellow; in 
short they banished Bardolph, Poins — every 
British subject they could find plea against ; and 
among others, skipper Dougal Mc. Dougal, his 
little wife, and the Coruish baby. So, as nothing 
better was to be done, he came over to settle in 
Tortola. Scott, in one of his metrical romances 
ouches feelingly on 

" the plaint of men 
Who limguish for their Datire glen," 

exiles located in the woods and swamps of the 
far west; but I could not discover that skipper 
Mc. Dongal's comparatively milder, titoi^h equally 
hopeless expatriation, was attended with any such 
repinings. 

Night had agdn set in before we reached the 
landing-place, whence a mule carried me up the 
mountain. The various turns in our steep track, 
with its changes of thicket and cane-piece ; the 
buU-lrogs that croaked in the marsh below ; the 
lizards just seen as they ran along the rocks oi 
trees near us; the crickets that sung as if all 



jNGoogle 



VIBOIN ISLANDS. 109 

around were one continuous hire of tliem ; the 
fire-flies, gleaming now and then, like so many 
litUe link-boys; — notwithstanding the feligues of 
the day, my attention was drawn and aroused by 
these objects. The negro lad told me several 
things I have forgotten ; the mule's name, and how 
Quashee rode him all night, and then himself 
stormed on finding the beast lame ; how he was 
detected, and got the cow-skin in due course. 
Presently we reached the site of Dr. D 's man- 
sion, that was destroyed in the hurricane of nine- 
t^n. The effects of this gale had fallen most 
disastrously on my triend ; not a negro-hut was 
left standing, or a cane growing on his estate, 
and himself narrowly escaped with his life. 
After remaining with shatters and doors barrica- 
doed like a ship's ports, but which the storm rent 
one after the other from their lashings, the groans 
and creaks of his falling edifice warned a retreat 
to the forlorn hope : this is a small stone building 
secured after the manner of bomb-proofs ; he 
gained it by creeping along the ground, exposed 
to the missiles that fiew in every direction. By 
morning his late abode had vanished altogether. 
My host had retired to test on our arrival, but 
came forthwith to welcome me in the tropic habili- 
ments of shirt and trowsers, showing a gentle- 
manly figure rather above the common height. 
After some needless apology about my accom- 
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modation, he observed, that his present abode, 
which wears much the appearance of an officer's 
barrack, had been originally a pleasure-house and 
look-out; but on the destruction of the larger 
dwelling, was increased to its present size. Seve- 
ral books and pictures, in a state of more or less 
dilapidation, hung arooiid as memorials of the 
storm and its ravages. 

At breakfast Mr. Coxe arrived, and told us in a 
breath, that his lady and her grisette were left on 
the way hither, followed by a negro with three 
bottles of champaign, — that he had directed one 
at the works in passing, to kill a lamb for ns, and 
sent another to Road for his princeza-box, for 
want of which he had giown insipid as swizzle. 
Leaving the Doctor to welcome a brother-in-law 
that brought such complex welcome with himself, 
I strayed out of doors, when further symptoms of 
our visitor's forecast presented itself — he had set 
a varlet thus early squeezing limes for punch ! 
The natural scenery from this spot is like some 
vision of f^ry-land expanded at your feet. It 
ranges along the north coast of this island and 
St. John's, with their belt of keys ; interlaved by 
silver waters until flood and islet are lost under 
the grey crags westward. Immediately below are 
the cane-grounds, wearing their greenest livery 
from recent showers : the sugar-works, negro-huts, 
mule-yard, &c. next intervene at a thousand feet 
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beneath : between them and the sea interposes a 
round hillock, whose top seems, to our view of it, 
depressed like a drayman's hat ; and just within, 
a fresh lake affords retreat for the moratory birds 
in their season — the pale yellow tinge of its 
waters shining in sickly contrast with the deep 
blue sea that washes a beach of clean shingle 
beyond them. 

Our southern aspect is narrower, but loses 
nothing in efiect. Norman's islet in the offing 
with its open channel ; then the long arm of St. 
John's that forms Crawl bay within; — these hem 
in a landscape that deepens as the eye approaches 
its foreground : here is the alpine canal, which, 
when in war, our dense convoys were passing 
through it to sea-ward, must have been a stirring 
spectacle- Within view on the opposite shore, 
is a place which has been, in degree, another 
Sestos to my kind entertainer. A pretty Johnnian 
lived there formerly ; somewhat his junior, but 
not more so than should be always matched in 
these climates : — they seemed to grow up for 
each other ; family ties, the gossips, and the 
estates themselves indicated how matters should 
be settled. When sent young to Scotland, his 
boyish thoughts were of returning to love and her ; 
and in manhood she continued to shield him 
against bright glances at Auld Reekie, where he 
graduated in medicine. But such visions were 
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too cheering to flit before him always ; there was 
a blast waiting at borne to dissipate them. Yet 
be did visit the grown woman of his young love, 
with a message in his glance that the very slaves 
could read. The truth, however, came out at 
last ; sha was betrothed, and soon married to a 
sexagenarian, reputedly a rich planter in ber 
own island. It jarred somediing in my gentle 
host's feebngs, that, when the bridegroom died 
soon after, the chance of her being yet his could 
not bring in tune again. He took no steps to 
avail himself of it, and yet loved ! — I caoiiot but 
applaud this conduct, although vagrant thoughts 
will intervene to make me distrust myself under 
such a trial. The lady has since remarried, and 
my JHend remains, like Shalum, a bachelor among 
" those breezes of perfume that flow from the top 
ofTirzah." 

Some of Nottingham's people, having been told 
the clergyman was here, brought their' bantlings 
for his aspersion. They were mostly half-castes, 
with an address indicating unfrequent intercourse 
with the whites ; none of the vivacious forward- 
ness and afi'ected diction usual with our men of 
colour at Road. I no not find that these people 
have advanced much in society since their en- 
franchisement, unless a trifling law-suit between 
whiles, when some adventitious joaephi afford 
means of indulging such pastime, be conddered 
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proof of it. The fatal iacility with which life is 
sustained on this soil, checks the spirit of adven- 
ture even higher up the scale than they stand. 
These people have been viewed as an experimental 
freedom; but they were not, I think, field-negroes, 
the great objects of Blave abolition ; and it cannot 
be infeired hence that were sach liberated, they 
would not labour. To all present appearance, 
however, the freed black would come for hire only 
at the eleventh hour ! — argal, men must continue 
always slaves ? God forbid. As to the Notting- 
hams, they seem content with their UtUe kraal, 
and yam-grounds and hookers, making no other 
exertion than that of burning lime now and then 
to purchase their scanty raiment at St. Thomas'.* 

* Although it u more llian probable that Bume of these 
people had removed to Soper'$ Holt, and engaged in the 
aquatic pnnuits to which the free blacks were most); in- 
clined ; ;et it seems that I have fallen into not a few error* 

" Torlola was once the seat of a little society of Friends, 
and one of oqt moat eminent ministers of former days, Thomas 
Cbalkley, foond there a field of labour and a grave. There 
are no members of the Society now on the island, but there 
is a small community of blaok people, settled as tenants in 
common, on an estate once belonging to Samuel and Uary 
Nottingham, of Bristol, Quakers of high character, who, 
about dxtj years ago, liberated their slaves from conscien- 
tious motives, and gave them their estate at Longlook, on 
the eastern coast We had great pleasure in visiting their 
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After discussing the champaign ve strolled to 
a romantic spot near, which the doctor calls his 
.wilderness. It interposes between our abode and 
the mountain pealt, set with rock and thicliet so 
densely as to render it impernous to all but an 
expert climber : sereral seats, formed on the edge 
of ^s from roots that hollow themselves into 
fantastic couches, are only accessible by a path 
verging along the declivity, whose terrors are 
shrouded in tropical luxuriance. Altogether the 
scene is just one where another Jacqueline might 
come forth stealingly to meet her lover. To the 
south, pale moon-beams streamed from seaward 
through the boca between the terminal point of 
St. John's and a key lying off it, 

" Wilh a loDg Itoe of silver that we mark. 
On the wild waves, where all beside is daik :'' 

while in an opposite direction, the ground-swell 
beat heavily on Sandy islet, and the coral beaches 
of Tortola in the low dull notes of far receding 
thunder. It was an hour to well nigh realize the 
superstition yet entertained by some, of the middle 
bank, and the annual emerging of that extensive 
shoal from oat the superincumbent waters. It 

leitlemeDt, a considerable part of which is well culiivatcd 
with yams and other vegetables ; and were entiiel; satiilied 
with their retpectahle appearmet and orderly behatiiow." — 
Guntey'i VUit in 1839. 
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was a time to hear tales of Anegada, and Kid and 
Bone, and the other daring fireehooters of those 
seas. But the dank air of nightfall, howerer ge- 
nial to such indistinct musings, by no means 
favors a delicate state of health in this dangerous 
climate. 

Another invalid participates with me in our 
worthy entertainer's hospitality : he suffers acutely 
irom the efiects of an assault made on him by a 
planter of this island, — I am sorry to add, a man 
of colour. This cowardly affair— for the parties 
are physically most unequal, — originated in dis- 
putes between the assailant and merchants in the 
north of England, mortgagees of his estates here 

and in St John's, for whom G acts as agent. 

I have learned a few particulars from him of that 
El Dorado of this group, Sainle Croix, his usual 
place of abode ; and which — should my avoca- 
tions preclude a visit to that fine island, — may, 
with some brief notices gathered from other sources, 
find place in a future letter. 

Daylight broke on skipper Mc. Dougal's 
dioguer, now deeply laden, and lying, with her 
chain bore short, in Soper's Hole. I am to take 
passage in her to Road Harbour, but as the sea- 
breeze had not yet set in, the doctor took me 
down the mountain to a handsome edifice, situate 
on a low knoU beneath us, to bid his brother my 
adieu— I fear the last : this once promising gen- 
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tlemati, whose story is a melancholy one, aPtei a 
brief career of dissipation in France and other 
parts of Europe, has not long returned to his 
□alive island, with two most interesting boys— the 
forsaken of a Mthless mother — to repine and die. 
There were three brothers Donovan on the island 
at my arrival, and one of them, the youngest, has 
already been cut off by an attack of the quartan 
ague, BO often fatal here. I saw him once otdy, full 
of health and youth and high spirits ^ within a few 
weeks he became occupant of a wildly romantic 
dell, that has since been pointed out to me as the 
last mortal bourne of this fiimily. Wefound the poor 
roue propped by cushions in a chair at the open 
window of his salon. A look of vacancy thrown 
across the bright waters without, and dissipated by 
our entrance for a brief space, returned again and 
fell more gloomily firom the interroption. The 
body and spirit appeared equally worn and broken. 
The dear children, happily free from whatever 
could oppress either, had yet caught a shade of 
his melancholy as they gazed up wistfully on 
their father's pallid features. Poor man '. he is 
evidently not long for this scene ; and within a 
httle space another mound will rear its head in 
the solitary glen orer him. And the fidr boys — 
by God's all-merciliil dispensation, their excel- 
lent uncle, and the eccentric, but warm-hearted 
Mr. Cose, and their amiable aunt his wife, them- 
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selves childless, will be left to succour and pro- 
tect them. It is the cheering portion of their lot, 
and 1 like best to dwell on it. 
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Road-town, Jan. 18 — . 

Dear , SitliDg the other day in our gallery 

" oeecio quid meditans nugarum," Last Man pre- 
sented himself before me, in Euch breathless haste, 
that some moments elapsed before he could ex- 
plain the reason of it. Indeed in more fastidious 
society a reason had well been demanded : my 
varlet stood in the giuse of his first appearance 
in this life ; a brother of the free spirit in their 
primitive costume, and with his yoke fellow, Shot, 
dripping water, as they had been two fount^ns. 
The matter was, man and beast had been wash- 
ing together at the bay, and he came to tell me 
that " too great ship " was coming through the 
Boca, between Peter's and Dead-Chest. 

A few steps brought me on the site of our old 
court-house, whence the cause of excitement, a 
king's brig, appeared through the twilight making 
for her berth within the forts, a signal at the fore 
indicating her to be His Majesty's ^ackeiRed^wle. 
Arriving home again, an invitation from the post- 
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office bade me meet her commander,* with whom 
I passed some agreeable homrs, unharrasBed by 
those eternal topics, sugar duties and the slave 
interest. 

Our post-master embodies, as usual with the 
officials here, a mass of distinct functions. King's 
counsel and counsellor of state, estate-attorney and 
agent to Lloyd's, registrar of prize courts, gover- 
nor's aide-de-camp and the deputy post-master 
generalship in Tortola as aforesaid, all conglo- 
merate in person of the Hon. Mark French, of this 
ilk. Labours enough these one might deem, for 
any modem Atlas ; and yet are they hardly half 
the multi&rious occupations he fills; a baker's 
dozen of negroes employed at the mystery of 
bread-making gives an air of trade to his esta- 
blishment Then again his dignity as justice of 
peace brings grist of another sort to mill ; and 
none more continuous than the clack of these 
dusky Utigants. Lastly, by way of summing up 
care, he has a wife and daughters in England, to 
cherish, maintain, educate, and marry. 

The toil of letter-sorting, however, is not great 
here ; our trade being down below Zero. Some 
years since, what with underhand imports firom 

* By an affliction coincidence, this gentlemiui, as well aB 
in; late enteTlainer at St. ThaniBa', are now to be nuinbere<> 
only among those — 

" Who part, like Ajut ntver to letorn." 
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Sainle Croix and other foreign islands, into which 
the war had conveyed Biitdsh property, this place 
managed to throw anniiall; aboat eeyen thousand 
hogsheads into the home market— but then a lai^ 
portion of this was, as observed, contraband. 
People are foiud to assert that the Hon. Com- 
missioners connived at this practice when sugars 
met readier sale than now ; and indeed, the dis- 
proportion between our island's capacity of pro- 
duction and such shipments was rather startling : 
— douaniers too are not proverbial for dulness in 
observation. Although the growth on a sugar 
estate is most uncertun, varying with the chance 
of seasons, yet it seems that four thousand hogs- 
heads have been the maximum hero : at prosent, 
from the removal of slaves to Trinidad, and one 
or more of the estates being let out of cultivation, 
half that quantity may be computed as the 
average crop. Of this the greater part is con- 
signed to Glasgow and Lancaster, to merchants 
holding large claims on the growers, and which 
the attorney-system now followed works well to 
perpetuate ; a few bags of cotton, inferior in quali- 
ty, find their way hence to a market ; our only 
export else worth mentioning being mm, which 
averages about two and a half cents per gallon at 
St. Thomas', in exchange for provisions and 
plantati on-stores. 

The revenue ofScers here are chiefly employed 
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receiving in kind the king*B duty on angars 
exported, called the four- and-lialf per cent.; in 
regulating the embarkation &c. of slaves, and su- 
perintending the rg^me of our liberated Airicans. 
Affidavits of the former being truly Ihe produce 
of Tortola are now required ; but somehow, 
Danish sugar does get on board: a brig was 
seized here lately on information to this effects 
much to the scandal of our aristocracy, one of the 
concerned being a member of council. Every 
individual going beyond seas is permitted to take 
with him two domestic slaves, on obtaining their 
passports as such. The repstiy act now in force, 
makes the removing plantation-negroes felony; 
the exported, being liable to seizure, and be- 
coming free on condemnation in a law court. 
The case of Messrs. Hills, owners of esttdes here 
and in St. John's, who were accustomed to re- 
move their people on occasional emergencies, is 
now on trial at home. 

I wish any favourable report could be made of 
those government pets, the captured Afticans ; 
but they are a sony troop, worthless in them- 
selves and detrimental to the colony.* Our island 

* Here again it afibrds me pleasDte to correct mysUiteinent 
on the autliotity of a later witness : — 

'" In the fifterunoD we crossed the water, on a visit to the 
AfUcan settlement at Kingstown Baj. It consists of several 
hundred Africans taken out of captured slave ships, and lo. 
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econoniiBte urge, with fair show of reason, that the 
systems of slavery and free labour are incompatihle 
together ; indeed all who have employ for domes- 
tic negroes — and these libertines are not allowed 
to engage in field-work — find them at hand usqae 
ad nauseam ; consequently only the lowest of 
menial services are available to them. Then the 
first distribution of these poor wretches was highly 
disgraceful to the regulators of it : they granted 
head-money, it appears, on allotting them to such 
house-keepers as were ready to undertake the 
charge. But the halt of five dollars, ^ven with 
Quashee, allnred many who had no qualifications 
whatever for this oflSce ; and nearly all have 
been thrown back on govemment, almost spoiled 
for the task of Gibeonites even — to these, the 
collector of customs, their constituted guardian, 
doles out a weekly quantum of bits, in proportion 
to their wants or importunities. Whether this 
race may he reclaimed to habits of industry and 
self respect, or even raised to a level with the ver- 
nacular slaves, is not yet determined ; these, at 
least, had not a fair trial at the outset, and the 
effects of original malversation can hardly he 
checked now, nor does it seem likely to be at- 

cated on a tract of land allotted them by order of the British 
Government. We had heard tvporti of iheir poverty and 
idleneu, bat these were belied by their decent and retpeclable 
appearance." — Gnmei/'i Visit. 
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tempted. There may be a few solitary excep- 
tions to this picture, but its general correctness 
is, I think, indisputable. 

The portion of our imports entered at the 
douane is trifling: — shin^^es and deal-ends, the 
half cargo of some Yankee in distress, part of the 
estate supplies purchased at St Thomas', with a 
few bale and crate goods from home, make the 
sum of them. The remunder comes here no one 
knows how, or cares much to inquire. Tea, wines, 
brandy, cigars, vith twenty other articles for- 
bidden in the commercial decalogue, are yet seen 
among us : the smiling virginities of Tortola hare 
their Leghorn bonnets, and are escorted by beaux 
in the true wells of Nankin, without a solitary im- 
port id genns being found in his Majesty's re- 
venue books. I write you on foreign stationery, 
in waistcoat and hose of excellent French silk, 
shirt of fine German linen, and brogues made 
here horn the villanous leather of Kentucky ; and 
yet we are told that the West Indies consume 
annually four millions of British manufacture — 
if all were in such juxtaposition with a free port 
as the loyal Creoles of the Virgins', parliament 
might hear another story. 

Our internal traffic is mostly pursued in a man- 
ner somewhat singular. Women of colour go 
from door to door with large trays, on what bears 
every onus here, the head ; in which are v 
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articles of sale, generally the property of wbite 
ladies ! iDdeed the spirit of trading most be widely 
diffused if, as they inform me, the President's 
better half has two of these itinerant nymphs in 
constant employ — I was present at the wedding 
of a marchande last week. 

The bridegroom, Lancaster Stevens, whose fine 
European features and portly bearing might have 
graced a civic gown, had not nature inadvertently 
sent him Irom her atelier coal-black, appears to 
enjoy some interest with our officials. At least 
he had procured a license gratis, although this 
mystery is wont to extract a doubloon from the 
pockets of less fortanate suitors. His reasons for 
seeking one were somewhat in contrast with this 
liberality, and rendered the enigma yet more ob- 
scure — that miasey, being an heiress in her way, 
desired to be espoused otherwise than the Guinea- 
niggers; these are the African slaves, above 
noticed, whose marriages always take place by 
banns, and are celebrated in open church ; they 
are held in much contempt here. Accordingly, 
at seven at night, lights duly arranged in Lancas- 
ter's neat cabin showed a motley assemblage ; his 
Honour and the clerk of council, the clerk in 
orders and the parish clerk, being chief dignities 
in presence, — all awaiting the bride's d^but. 

There were bon-bons on a sideboard where- 
withal to beguile time : — two circular cakes, one 
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pluD, its neighbour frosted, with delicious little 
partl-colouied imps figuring on the top — like 
children at a Christmas ball — and both having 
miDiature BriUsh flags of silk waving over them, 
offered choice but to the tooth. All around 
tempted to allay any thirst tbey might create ; — 
cold pouch, sack, noyau, or eke porter-cup for 
those entitled to entrance; with Spani^ brandy 
to enliven the rabble out-doors — among whom, 
Last Man and my spaniel were to be seen carous- 
ing in especial merriment— had been provided. 
I stood like Tantalus, and could do nothing but 
count the vessels. Nay, I have wellnigU forgot- 
ten the fiddler, and a little episode anent min- 
strelsy among us. 

This Corelli of our shore —and like Will Rosin* 
he isreportedtobave his domestic troubles— finds 
an opponent in person of a free black, who makes 
periodical circuit of this group. The canaille of 
Sandy bay, much to the poor fellow's annoyance, 
have bestowed on him the soubriquet of Razee, in 
allusion to the short black frock be wears over a 
dirty canvas trowsers. Razee enjoys a taix knack 
at sleight-of-hand and other juggling tricks, ac- 
quired during many vi^ts to New York and other 
ports of the Union ; and which he practises by 

* 8«e tlie itoi; of Will Rosin, «Dd hii misfortimai, in the 
IDStl) paper of the ■ Tallei.' 
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way of adjunct to the gaie tcienee. Bat his lat«8t 
attempt to amuse here proved a signallj' uupro- 
duclive one. The law courts were in Ml sesstoii, 
affording a diTersion that, while it lasts, engrosses 
all ranlcs and classes of the commtmitj ; \rithoat 
a moment to spare on rival entertunments. Razee 
was loitering on the bay-side, idle as a comedian 
in passiou'week, everybody else being in court lis- 
tening, with open month, to the eloquence of Mr. 
counsellor Maillard, and wore an aspect so utterly 
forlorn, that I could not but essay something to 
cheer him. His detention was, it seems, a sad 
contretemps ; — a small squadron of men>of-war 
were then lying at Ste. Croix, with fun and frolic 
in mad riot among the liberty-men of their crews, 
— a rich harvest lost to poor Razee. He then 
ventured on a few strictures on Tortola and its 
people, — one of them at least betraying a shrewd- 
ness of remark I had not looked for. " Yon see 
dat leetle schooner tere, sare— lying outside de 
Scotch brig wid sugars — she fram Nahant wid 
lumber, vera much top-hamper on de decks : she 
like de people in dis place, sare ; dey hab politic, 
and quarrels, and law— tree tings mak too much 
top-hamper in leetle craft : sare," he concluded, 
with a significant shrug, " him savey too much in 

dis place ;— mak bad stowage of de savey— 

too !"— I could not do other than admit the truth 
of his remark, although disapproving the mistaken 
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energy with which it was expressed. And now 
to return to the wedding, 

" While Boibados* bella do ring," 

Eis the song mendaciously has it For there, as 
indeed in nearly all the other islands, the steeples 
boast of but a solitary one. 

Presently the bride was ushered from her 
chamber, and advancing to a temporary altar, 
plighted her troth after the usual formulary. Like 
her espoused, she might boast caste of the purest 
jet; the ingenuous blood seemed to have de- 
scended untainted from its first fountain — Ham. 
But alas ! pedigree and a handsome person do 
not always harmonize : in Mrs. Bella they had 
downright quarrelled. A gaunt figure much be- 
yond the common altitude, gave her mal-forma- 
tion every advantage ; while the bridal vestments, 
a snowy attire, that enveloped this charmer, yet 
rendered darkness more visible. Never satin shoe 
or hose of silk adorned more web-footed dame ! — 
Her waist afforded no sign of indenture ; nor 
was there aught to indicate protrusion in the 
sacred precincts above it : they appeared flat as 
a dragoon's back. And to grace all — an ample 
white veil covered her woolly head and deep 
glowing features ; which, though it reminded me 
of the circumstance, did not serve so effectually 
as that thrown over the Veiled Prophet ; it rather 
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obscured than hid an^ of her points. Still were 
there some attractions in this simple amourette of 
Lancaster's ; the h^f-suppreesed titter of satis&c- 
tioD, that played over one of Grimaldi's best, as 
her eye glanced round the room on entering ; and 
afterwards, the smile excited by stolen contem- 
plations of her new gew-gaw, the ring. 

On the ceremony being concluded, those pri- 
vileged to such liberty pressed round in emulous 
contention for precedence in the bridal kisses. 
Somehow, the idea of a whole sisterhood hasten- 
ing to salute some beautiful novice that had just 
taken her yows, came across me ; that, all austerity 
and beauty, — and this, at least the more cheerful 
and natural. 

The amiable and exemplary rector of St. George's, 
the parish being co-exteusive with the island, has 
recently left us on a visit to friends in Pensylva- 
nia; his place is pro tempore supplied by the 
colonial chaplain. William Chaderton, a native 
of Barbados, like many other young Creoles of 
limited fortune, first directed his attention to 
medicine. In due course he became a graduate 
of that faculty in Edinburgh. But an early yearn- 
ing for the sacred office returned on him, and, as 
the West India clergy of that date were, nearly all 
of them, literates, no very formidable obstacle 
stood in the way of gratifying it. His views to- 
ward the church were not checked by an attach- 



ji-vGooglc 



VIBCIN ISLANDS. 129 

ment formed during his course of study, for one, 
like himself, a wanderer, a &iT girl of Scottish 
parentage, horn in Dantzic, whence her father, a 
practitioner there of many years' standing, had 
returned to his native city. The regard became 
mutual ; and a cure in Antigua, which then offered, 
promised wberewiih to meet any additional ex- 
penses matrimony might entul on him. An ordina- 
tion and marriage followed inquick succession; the 
young couple, afler a prosperous voyage, were in- 
stalled in their little parsonage, and, happy in 
each otlier, passed some years — if not in affluence, 
with content, and thanldiiL for God's blessings, — 
in that fine island. 

While here, by the death of his father in Bar- 
bados, a property in domestic slaves fell to him 
— only to find their early manumission. Tbey 
were not liberated immediately: for, as the rector 
would justly argue, freedom brings witii it duties 
in the social body, and without some training for 
these, it often degenerates into sheer indolence 
and apalliy. He coincides altogether with Sir 
Jeremiah Fitzpatrick in his ' Suggestions on the 
Slave Trade ;' where that learned physician to the 
forces proposes that the planters should hold their 
slaves, whether Africans or natives, as indented 
servants, or apprentices, only, who should be con- 
sidered under the direct protection of the law- 
He would thus pave the way to an entire aboli- 
g5 ^. 
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tion of slaveiy. These views Mr. C. holds to be at 
oDce just and feasible, and has himself acted on 
them. — I shall find place in a future letter to re- 
sume the thread of our worthy minister's stoiy. 
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Road-town, March, 18 — . 



Dear ■, We are rejoiciagin arealEnglisb ad- 
dition to out scanty aristocracy. Thewidowofthe 
late Mr. President Harrington's son— doubtless de- 
scendants of the immortal Bamaby of the leonine 
rerse, albeit his bias is not recorded of them ; — 
this lady, attended by a grown-up daughter, having 
been led by the intricacies of this complex life to 
ship herself aboard the William Burrougkes, of 
Lancaster ; is just landed on our shores. I notice 
this specimen — no, not that; it is too much in the 
style of certain mihtary delinquents at home — 
this importation of " Lancashire witches," merely 
as it already promises to afford a solace in one 
case for the ever-lo-be-regretted loss of the Senorita 
Dorothea. But now to the personal incidents 
more immediately connected with my sojourning 
here. 

Five stout fellows from among the hberated Afri- 
cans, at the hire of two dollars for their day's ex- 
ertion, rowed me lately, in the missionary's yawl, 
to Virgin Gorda. We glided along smoothly 
enough over an undulating surface, mitil abreast 
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the Round-rock passage, where the sea, as usual, 
threw JD its roll on iis ; nigh by, one might dis- 
cern the same swell buffeting with its obstnictions 
at Fallen City, and like another heathen, aspiring 
there 

" To lord it orei God's JerasEdem." 

We escaped, however, with no greater inconre' 
nience than the dash of a few sprays. Presently 
our boat entered a narrow channel through the 
coral reef, which protects a delightfiil beach of 
sand, extending nearly a mile from the baths to 
where we landed at the north end; the sea within 
was smooth as a mirror, and presented an agree- 
able change from the broken water we had just 
quitted. Mention of the baths reminds me that 
I have fallen into an error, in my fourth letter, 
respecting the masses of rock by which they are- 
formed, in designating them as sandstone ; they 
are, it should appear, a species of granite, a stone 
not occurring in any other part of the island. 

We spoke a tisherman on the passage ; the old 
negro, as he sat in the little raft-like affair that 
buoyed him, seemed more than half naked. But 
the hardships of this pursait have been sung of 
old ;— 

*H xoJCDf a yfivtvi tau jSi'w, to 3a/u( a vau/f. 

There were several jack and snappers, with a 
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baracouta floundering in the coble's bilge-water, 
and among tbem a green fish, having spotted lineA 
of red on each side the dorsal fin, with the parrot- 
bill, whence is derived its name. They have 
gronnd seine and crawl baskets for catching tui- 
tle, bat no deep-sea fishing here : one looks in 
vain for the busy fieet of trawling smacks that so 
often speckle the raoon-lit horizon as seen from 
our own shores. Sharks are rarely caught, al- 
though we had several basking round the packet 
one evening at St. Thomas', and a sea lion, mon- 
strum informe, got himself embayed lately under 
our town fort, but made his way out again in spite 
of harpoons. 

On the voyiigG Grora Europe we struck a dol- 
phin, of whose death-hues you have heard so 
much, but these are not equally vivid at all limes ; 
I prefer watching their motions before the clear 
sun-rise, now darting a-head under the progres- 
sive mass, now again rising to the surface and 
glancing to and fro across the ship's wake. This 
occurred soon after passing the tropic, and rare 
sport we had on that matter. A flying fish too 
came on board two days before Neptune, and 
being the first visitor of the species, his forked 
tail went at once to deck the sloop's jib-boom. 
This ambidexter tribe is not commonly found 
near the land in a higher latitude than that of 
Barbados. Further southward again we fell in 
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wiUi a nautilus, cracking on under his tiny sail, as 
be had been one of the water king's revenue craftt 
in cbace of some smnggling cockle-shell with eau 
de Cologne and French fans for the Nereids. 
And yet I bad rather watch a sfaoal of porpoises 
at their gambols on my native coast ; how they 
bowl their huge forms half out of the smooth water 
in eyery direction about one ! 

From the strand, a gentle ascent, shrouded in 
mangroves, brought us on the low table-ground 
known as the valley of Spanish-town. There ap- 
peared nothing remarkable in the prospect here, 
but soon after, on opening the great sea view, it 
acqiured interest at every step. The immense 
pile of grey rock before noticed, was seen in debris 
spread over an uneven champaign, as one wit- 
nesses on the granite heaths of Cornwall ; but 
these were interspersed with fallow, cotton-shrubs, 
rivulets, and dwellings in the wildest grouping 
imaginable. Here a cottage lay sheltered under 
impending crags, there another peeped Irom be- 
hind its vegetable screen, like a shy infant. One 
reddence stood in a bolder position, commanding 
each side of the island. Within, you saw the 
Virgin's, or, as called also in the charts. Sir Francis 
Drake's Channel in its whole length, a magnificent 
vista ; without, the eye lighted on one broad ex- 
panse of waters. This house, by far the best here, 
they sbo^dd name Janus Hall. My companion. 
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the colonial cbaplain, proceeded to make a bap- 
tistery of it, and admitted within the chnrch's 
pale sixteen natural children, some — particularly 
the half castes — the finest bantlings I had as yet 
seen. Afterwards, four or five others, that recog- 
nised more decent fathering, come by way of salvo 
to the rest. There was a Quadroon girl among 
the gossips " beautifiil exceedingly," 

The notice of strangers in this climate will be 
much drawn to the free women of colour, most 
of whom — as is generally known — live par amours 
with white men. Although not directly sworn at 
the shrine of Paphos, they at the least bear 
strong antipathy to poor Hjnnen, and the rites 
over which he presides. How often have I not, 
when at Bridgetown, combatted the point — more 
in sorrow than in anger the while — with Miss 
Caroline, the prettiest minikin in the Antilles, 
rather short, and somewhat en bon point, but with 
the most airy feet, and such eyes ! not, indeed, 
the large gazelle ones which have come in vogue 
of late years, they had hardly suited her small, 
though exquisitely regular features, — but those 
lesser oibs that flash on you, death-black as a 
Brunswick trooper. She came once to play the 
tire woman, on her Madras coif, at a mirror in 
my sitting-room. 

" So the bishop will expect all beauties of colour 
to get themselves spouses on his arrival." 
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" You say so for true f " 

"His Lordship is thoi^fht to be particularly 
anjuous on that head." 

There was an arch twist of her thumbs, equally 
naive with that told of the Clodpole sweetheart, 
as this little impugnei of church discipline left the 
apftrtnent with — " De bissap shan't marry me."* 

But to return to Spanish-town and its affairs ; — 

The good folk of this place, if they are not the 
most prosperous of his Majesty's lieges, may at 
all events assert that they trouble him least, either 
with themselves or theit concerns. Even their re- 
presentatives are seldom or never seen in our Torto- 
liau senate. They live apart in a little world of 
their own ; the whites exulting in parchment faces 
and a tradition of the seatof govemmentbeing once 
here j the negroes rejoicing in sundry fastnesses, 
whereunto they may repair and set the cowsktn 
at naught. What cotton is grown on their sterile 
tracks they export quieUy, withoulleave or license 
being asked at any custom-house in the world, 
to St, Thomas'. This is the chief occupation of 
their men of colour; the aforesaid white or yellow 
folk being much too indolent, and still more de- 
void of tact, for seafaring. But whatever be their 

* " CoDCubinoge, the uaiversal practice of the colonial 
people, has whollj disappeared from amongst them ; no 
jouDg woman of colour thinlu of forming such connexions 
now."— Dr. Stmrt. 
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defects, they abound, in that truly island virtue, 
hospitality. We dined with their Pablius in an 
apartment which serred the joint purposes of hall 
and store ; casks, whether of American flour or 
jerked beef, pitch-pine boards, bags of nails, &c., 
being stowed to within arm's length of the table. 
It is ungracious to cavil at any entertaininent, 
much more where guests are received with the 
ui^le-heartedness that welcomed us in Virgin 
Gorda: and, on leaving, another mark of attention 
drew our notice ; they had armed our boat, un< 
known to us, with munition for the stomach dunng 
our voyage home. 

I hare mentioned, in a former letter, the strong 
tidal currents that prevail throt^h this densely 
clustered group : it is particularly the case among 
the keys (cayos) which crowd the channel be- 
tween Penniaton and the east end of Tortola ; 
and renders a passage from one to anoUier of them 
oftentimes wholly impracticable. " The attempt 

proved nearly fatal to Mr. L of Beef Island, 

who, returning from Camana, thought himself 
strong enough to contend with the opposing tide, 
but was soon deprived of his oars, which were 
instantly swept away. Finding that the northern 
currents set him to leeward, he used the seats of 
his boat as paddles, which met however the same 
fate as the oars. Meanwhile the tide changed, 
and at day -break he found himself diifting toward 
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the Round-rock passage. Without fresh water, 
or a morsel to eat, his boat became the sport of 
the changiDg tides for the next two days, some- 
times so near the island that he could not think 
but that the boat would be drifted ashore, and a 
northern tide then sweeping him toward the 
Round-rock or Broken Jerusalem. Wholly over- 
come by hunger and thirst, and given up for lost 
by his relations, he was at length discovered on 
the third morning, by some people from Spanish- 
town, who hastened to his assistance."* 

Virgin Gorda, or Penniston, which common 
parlance has corrupted into Spanish town, is well 
nigh the easternmost of a group, including about 
forty islets. They lie in lat. 18° 30' N., the longi- 
tudinal meridian of 65° W. passing through their 
centre. From Anegada, or the Drowned Island — 
a name it has gained ftxim being almost level with 
the water's edge— to Ste. Croix, the extremes of 
this belt, are nearly twenty-fire lef^^es. 

These islands were discovered by Columbus, in 
1493, and named by him Las Virgines, after the 
Romish legend of St. Ursula and her eleven thou- 
sand sisterhood. This seems a correct version of 
the subject, although antiquaries have been at 
variance respecting it ; Mr. Chief Justice Suck- 
ling, in his account, asserting that they were first 

* Semarki on the Tidei amoti^$t the Viiyin lilandt, by 
lUbeit H. Schombnrgk, Esq. 
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80 named in 1586, by Drake, in compliment to 
our " good Queen Bess." Ten years after this 
archipelago was visited by the Earl of Cumber- 
land, then bound to attack Porto Rico:— a nar- 
rative of the voyage, preserved in Master Richard 
Hackluyt's black letter collection, mentions it as 
" a knot of little islands, wholly aninhabited, 
sandy, barren, and craggy." And in what the old 
gownsmau terms an excellent rattier for the 
West In^es, are given the following " Markes to 
know the island La Virgin Gorda. 

" La Virgin Gorda is an high island and round, 
and seeing it you shall espie all the rest of the 
Virgines, which lye east and west one from ano- 
ther, and are bare, without any trees. You may 
goe about by them until you see the little grey 
island, which you shall see by itself by the Vir- 
gines ; and coming near to the said island, over 
that you shall bye-and-bye rayse site of the white 
little islet, which seemeth like a ship under sail." 

The point d'appui of this chain, and where I 
am now relegated, seems to have had a claim as- 
serted to it by the British crown, so early as 162-5^ 
when Charles I. granted Tortola and its depen- 
dencies — with other islands also — by patent to 
James Hay, earl of Carlisle, a merchant adven- 
turer whom the king loved to honour, and who 
entertained the somewhat Quixotic idea of erect- 
ing an insular palatinate in these seas. But no 
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attempt to profit by tlie royal grant ensued here, 
and the island was orig^ally settled by a few 
Dutch bucaniers,* who built a fort to protect 
themselves, about the year 16d8. After continuing 
in quiet possession of their settlement until 1666, 
they were ejected by a stronger party of free- 
booters {Flibtutiert). These, to screen them- 
selves from a simUar casualty, forthwith hoisted 
the British flag, and thus became self-naturalized 
subjects of its realm. Questionable as might be 
their right of occupancy, the government was not 
over scrupulous in taking advantage of it, for a 
commission, granted in the next reign to Sir 
William Stapleton, annexes this group — now re- 
sumed by the crown by purchase of the patentee's 
grant, — to the Leeward-island government. From 
that time to the present the English claim seems 
to have remained unimpeached. 

The Dutch had made small progress in settling 
the country when they were expelled ; and we 
may date its principal impTovement so late as 
about a century and a half since, when some 
English &milies from Anguilla transferred them- 
selves and fortunes to this colony. Their re- 
sources, although confined, were adequate to their 
wants ; and a governor, who acted as justiciary, 

* The flesh of cattle, dried and pteserred by the Caribes 
in a peculiaT way, was called by them iouMn,- — heace came 
the term bucaaier. 
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witb hU coancil, fonned an executive body at 
once simple and nnexpensiTe. But notwithstand- 
isg this, the island did not continue to thiire 
equal to their expections. That some panacea 
was requisite for small capital and veak credit in 
their case, appeared evident enough, but aoas 
could discover this — until a seer arose to declare 
that it was law! and forthwith boys and men 
shouted "law," with the pertinacity of Abderites. 
They memorialized the king, who referred it to 
his ministry, the ministers to their clerks, and 
these sent out, in due time, a charter with all the 
machinery of litigation to our hearts' content. 
For this the islanders sUpiUated to pay four-and- 
a-half per cent, for ever on all sugars exported 
by them ; a stipulation confirmed by the first act 
of assembly, holden at Tortola in 1774. There 
was a rider attached to tMs bill, voting 400 cur- 
rency as salary to the govranor. " Such was the 
price of colonial legislation," says Bryan Edwards, 
in his statement that be^s with lamenting a de- 
ficiency of archives respecting the Virgin Isles. 

I may have been indebted to my boat's crew 
for the thoughts here moulded into rhyme. 
k SCENE AT ANEOADA. 

The island shore is flftt and low, 

Where waTelets ripple to and fio, 

Far hid within the coral stmnd 

That girdle* ronnd this narrow land; 
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So low, some cuiiona wight eiewbUe 
Had named the place the Drowned Isle : 
Scarce seen, tlie seaman's watch a-lee 
Lost its blight ridges in the sea ; 
Save when, us Bliircd the tropic aJT, 
Stined the wild vat of mrges there. 
That beat amain, like age in grief, 
Theii hoary tresses on the reef ; 
Or save, as far as eye could reacli, 
The bnah; mangroves lined the beacli, 
And cast — a verdant fan at noon — 
Their freshness down the bright lagoon. 

Tis night I and not a star to smile 
Its beacon o'er the Mangrove Isle, 
That show'd through all a, darker line 
Where land and water intertwine. 
And hid in gloom each frolic spray 
From waves and (»ral in their pla; ; — 
Yet though the beach was low and dark, 
More low and blacker loom'd the bajk ; 
Yon might have thought the water-snake 
La; sleeping on his dormant lake, 
And shunn'd a fang less dread and near 
Than lurked within her maskdd tier. 

— Unless when vapours flitting by 
Shone on the gilded vanes on high ; 
Oi when at times might intervene 
The challenge of the grey marine, 
That burst upon some startled crew 
Of negro fisher's light canoe ; 
So silent all and dark and drear 
She 6oalcd like the spectre's bier. 
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Il there on earth's wide nuge a. Bpot, 
A Bea, ft ibore, where death is not ? 
WheTevei maD draws vital 'brealli, 
In wilds 01 cities, there is death ! 
Hii poats tLe world, bis inns the grares. 
His lonesome haunts th' untrodden wares. 
Unseen, to-night, his pamper'd gear 
Vet be not stanled — Death is here ! 
Ves, he hath stsJk'd along the ware 
And cited home the young and brare. 
Tis meet a mother's tears should flow — 
The warrior's heart feels sterner woe. 
When yonth, in Freedom's cause, at sea 
Quits life for immortality. 
The flag of night must lower its pride 
A simple hammock at the side — 
Enough, I tell you how he died. 

I<u ! as a giant, ocean-born, 
Forth from his slumbers walks the morn, 
Gloom, on her night-mist, scours away 
And light and life are on the bay. 
It seem'd as if the water sprite 
Etulied in that living light, 
And earij left his coral bed 
To greet the war-ship's peunou red. 
Seen double — in the stiriess sky 
And on its glossy mirror by. — 
It floated not alone ; for see ! 
A bow-shot from the Tessel's side. 
Another banner o'er the tide 
Is struggling Into rivalry ; 
They seem'd, in sooth, two sister things. 
That low black stranger and the king's : 
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A boat loclied b; her on the flood ; 
A Htain was on her side — of hlood, 
And told huw stni^le fiercel; grew 
Between the hoarden and hei crew, 
Ere rose the red-cross flag that waves 
In trioraph oret mcixd tlotM. 

His Majesty's brig, Dove, stood off and on this 
morniDg, while her mails were being landed, with 
ensign and pennant half-mast-high, her com- 
mander, the late lieutenant Crosby, having, during 
the passage out, found a sailor's grave in the 

bosom of the Atlantic. We met often at , 

and I readily offer this tribute to the memory 
of a deserving officer, and worthy man. Adieu. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Tortola, May, 18—. 

Dear , I am again on a sugar estate, where 

our manager is one of the erratic brethren whose 
early adventures may hare amused you. He has 
l«d rather a stirring life since. 

First came the hurricane, when himself, his 
wife and her sister, two children and a slave- 
domestic were driven to seek refuge in an oven '. 
— But it was their forlorn hope, and the devasta- 
tion visible all around next morning made them 
esteem the inconvenience of their quarters trifling 
enough. Lately he has sustained a siege from 
the estate negroes, arising out of that peace-maker 
among us — the law. What is termed " forcible 
entry " had been made on the plantation ; and the 
gangs took such umbrage at my host^s resisting 
this change of masters for them, that they began 
battering his house with all sorts of misdles. 
These poor souls are quickly warped to the in- 
terests of whoever will practise on them, and can 
as readily retract their favour. The estate is now 
restored, and our manager reinstated with them ^ 
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the law costB on both sides of this notable affair 
having heea taxed on the property. 

The crop season closes soon, and this estate is 
busy preparing its last shipments. My sketch of 
a sugar-mill, and the animated scene it affords 
when at work, has been sent you. Indeed what- 
ever toil the cultivation of cane-patches imposes 
on our daves, these wear no melancholy guise 
now. The very kine, the slow teams of a climate 
disposing all nader its influence to languor, par- 
ticipate in the t^ of the occasion. The poor 
solemn jades whisk their tails about in a manner 
that certunly expresses complacency, if nothing 
more. Then Abdallah, who stalks along by thran 
booted in green ooze from the pen, floorishes his 
l(Hig goad over their heads with unwonted ex* 
ultation : I quite grieve that so merry a fellow 
should appear in the piteously ragged plight he 
exhibits. Few of the habiliments here, how- 
ever, would improve on close scrutiny ; although 
this point a negro will reck little of, while the 
tropic sun blazes over him as he does. But the 
sly wench who passed just now — her glance 
half averted, like that Galatea might retire with, 

" Fngit ad ulices, et se cupit ante Tideri," 

why has not she looked to the breaches in Ahdal- 
lah'e raiment i Still negro clothing should always 
be light Those employed at the sugar-house 
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have a scorching task, that of lemoviog the scum' 
constantly riinng in the coppers ; at the rom-still 
they have cooler, though, I beliere. Car less healthy 
occupation ; indeed the sleek skin of a sugai- 
boiler is notable here. They thrive far better 
than the swine one notices about the mill-yard, 
brawling either together or with some niggerlet, 
for cane-tops or a half-devoured yam ; the miser- 
ably spare and squalid appearance these ani- 
mals present here, might bear out the eastern 
notions of their uncleanness. But men and mules, 
children and cattle, pigs and poultry, are all 
equally gamesome in crop-time. 

Shew took me yesterday to visit one of those 
singular ravines, caused by the rush of water 
down our island steeps in the rainy season. After 
threading a narrow savana, that contracted as 
it neared the mountain, we passed along the dry 
bed of a stream, until our progress was suddenly 
arrested at the gorge itself; the little valley had 
now acquired a gloom that was in perfect keeping 
with its wild seclusion, terminating, like another 
Hinnom, in a recess that defied even the tropic 
beams to penetrate it. Here my guide began to 
climb a titanic pile of rocks, thickly shaded with 
dark branches of the mancfaineel, the boia im- 
mortel, and others whose roots were hidden in a 
vegetable mass of cactus. I observed an Ameri- 
can aloe, whose blossoms are so rare, and near it 
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a long, paraaiUcal plant not unlike our clemads ; 
tbis they call the Bubodian vine. There waa also 
a bush whence those black guara berries are 
gathered, which are peculiar to the Virgin Islands, 
and make, when preserved, a good snbstitnte 
for EngliBh currants. The dell, from its loneli- 
ness, the rough and tangled path through it, and 
the deep solemnly of shade thrown over all — 
might be visited and revered as the last shrine of 
a waning superstition. 

And superstition is on the wane among our 
negroes; they seem to confess that whatever 
apettis (spells) their magicians could once effect, 
these have long since failed before superior Chris- 
tian incantations. The Obeah man with his 
cutacoo — whose mystic contents usually com- 
prise an old snuff-box, human hair, dried grass 
and other trash — cannot protect himself when dis- 
covered, nor gather a poor pittance from his old 
devotees. The more harmless pageant of Jon- 
kanoo also, with its little emblem of Noah's ark, 
have fallen into disuse together with Obeah. 

Although we had left our coats below, both 
were pretty well drenched in ooze of our own, 
before gaining the point to which our efforts were 
<Urected — a dear little basin of nature's most ca- 
tholic holy water, placed in a niche of her own 
formation. It was "a fountain sealed, a well 
of living waters, and streams from Lebanon." 
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To think of the Canticles was tfainliing of love 
and Ibat had engaged me in tracing out thy beau- 
tiAil im^e, Lacy Belle, in the pellucid nurror 
b^re OS, when a pebble from my companion's 
hand spread it into a hundred circles ; jnst as my 
hearteverexpandsinmnsingoftheefdearest. Bat 
the day-dream was gone and I could again attend 
to nature. Far above, the same wild range we 
had partly gunnounted continued its vast heaps ; 
showing, like what it really was, the skeleton of 
an island, gnawed and laid bare by the vultures 
of Time. 

Bctuming along the channel before mentioned 
we struck through a penguin fence near it, and 
just where the savana began to lose some of 
its woodland character, into the little plot of a 
superannuated slave couple. Old Wowski, the 
female, was soon discovered, cooking a mess of 
pepper-pot outude her hut: this internally — al- 
though it lacked the lime-wash and shining wares 
of our cottages at home — afforded a neat speci- 
men of negro residences. The first room yon 
enter centred their table, with its forms of dark 
but clean wood, and the few culinary utensils they 
possessed were arranged with some regard to ef- 
fect The next, or sleeping, apartment, lUvided 
from this by a wattle, had its door-place closed by 
what at night served for their rug : there was no 
bedstead ; a fixture by the wall gave their couch 
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ia the prinulive eastern fiwhion. The hut itself, 
of hurdles dialched irith lenres of the pahsetto, 
la; emboirered under arches of tropical foliage, 
which presently opened on a small gard»i. Here 
we found Quamina squatted by a bed of the largest 
pumpkins 1 had yet seen. Id other parte, heavy 
stalks of Guinea com, with here and there bunches 
of plantain, the luxuriant banana, the papaw, also 
called mam^ from its resanbling the female 
breast, and a few cotton-shrubs edging the en- 
cloBore — all bore testimony to the old man's dili- 
gence. 

This aged couple have lived on their owner's 
estate near half a century. Both are Africana, 
and both hare been apart from their native land 
so long without losing its peculiarities : they 
mutter a scarcely intelligible dialect, which, con- 
traated with the shrewd remarks indulged in by 
them with a license years bestow even on thral- 
dom, gave a Indicroua turn to our conference. I' 
found that tbey had dwelt feithfully together, 
although, as in many snch cases, the marriage tie 
has been deemed superfluous here.* 

* tn October 1796, Bryau Edwards garcastickUy observed 
in the House of ComnioDs, th&t he had heard Mr. WUber- 
foTC« had foimed the lidiculonB idea of marrjing the oegroes. 
The unfortunate cieatuieB had iD)Bei7 enOagb to eDConiOer 
witbont superadding that ormatrimoo; ! " Pelygaiuy," con- 
tinued the huDourable member, " it the piactiw, and the reli- 
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My walk, howerer, hod yet a glimpse of law- 
ful wedlock to preseat me. Hie manager of 
Qoamina's plaotatioa was bom to affluence in a 
fosbionaUe street of " the West end," his fatlier 
having a lucratire civil office under govenunent. 
Circumstances led him to embark his property on 
an estate in one of the foreign islands held by us ; 
where, happly for bim, he died, before a return 
to its old masters brought his son amoi^ the pro- 
scribed there. Dn Bois tugged againat fortune, 
as well as he cotdd, for some years ; while sick- 
ness among the gangs, and losses on produce, 
were making him daily a wiser, although a sadder, 
man. At last the minioDS, who bad so long ha- 
rassed him, accomplished their turn, bis banish- 
ment and ruin. 

The refogee brought only his youth and a 
buoyant spirit to tbiti island ; but the former pro- 
cured bim employ among us, the other made em- 
ploy a comfort Then there was somewhat in 
bis handsome countenance and figure that want 
herself could not bide, nothing like it ; she might 
disguise, but not blot out, the patrician stamp on 
bim. So no wonder the fairest among our Virgin 

giuu of Africa ; and thej wonld regud it as tlie most cruel 
tjranuy if thej were to be confined to one woman * I am nol 
afkvoumr of diia^octriue, for I am content with one woman." 
ThDR spoke— ^idst bnrets of langhWF— the Hiitorian of the 
West IndieA, led tempora mMloMAir. 
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maidB, when he spoke a lore tale to her, seriously 
inclined to listen. We fonnd Du Bois and his 
yoong bride sitting together in the hall, and both 
looking happiness. I thought there was a gentle 
procure of hei hand, as he resigned it to welcome 
us; a thing passing sweet to them doahtless, 
although savouring somewhat ridiculous to a cool 
observer. The lady, as usual, was a loisir, only 
she had slices of sbadock with sweetmeats near, 
to break her pretty Creole liatlessness, by offering 
(hem to you between whiles : her spouse had just 
been issuing his mandates to a negro-driver who 
stood at the door. The gist of these wexe, for 
Pottto " to blow the shell ;" that is, send the gangs 
a£eld after their noonday meal ; and to order 
that one, whom the driver reported dead, should 
receive a score lashes ! Says I to myself, neat 
bone toT the saints' picking have we here. 

But as this injunction seemed not to inspire 
the lady oor my companion with the horror it 
welt might, I checked my Burprise awhile : and 
properly so. The defunct was presently heard 
bellowing in the slave-yard ; his cries mingled 
with soleum promise against stealing rum any 
more, the offence for which he had been incar- 
cerated. In fact, the fellow had eluded his scot 
once before by a stratagem like this. In our stroll 
back we were again saluted with the crack of a 
slave-whip ; and, coming up, heard an old man 
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complaming that thej had " nushed him — for 
aalte of canes." He had aaffered some juvenile 
diieves to plunder his charge. 

The cane-vatcher'B hut with us is just that of 
a gipsy at home. He erects it by setting two 
long mats obliquely against each other, the back 
being closed with underwood, or in some more 
artificial manner. Just by you have the pile of 
embers that mark his fire-place; and here, or 
stretched at length within, one commonly finds 
the Charley of a tropic beat. A grego, of the 
coarse weft called Osnabrug, is girt tight aboat 
him, with what also serves as a belt for his rusty 
hanger. Sometimes a battered fire-lock will be 
found among his equipments. These negroes are 
stationed to prevent depredations on the open 
cone-patches, but their trust also extends beyond 
this : they are a check on amorous vagrants, a. 
class but too namerouB here. 

I avoid entering at length on the state and 
treatment of our slaves : — my only wish, in these 
poor notices, is to relate, without bias, what has 
been viewed with no other prejudice than one I 
would not readily be divested of — a love of free- 
dom even in her steruest form. It has never 
entered my thoughts to compare such little com- 
forts* as slavery may yet afford with those en- 

* I cannot but oontidei Major Moodj'a Mtinutle of pni- 
{lert; held b; dares on this itdasd as ovei-Taled, 
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joyed by the peasantry of my native valleys. Oh 
no, bondage here is a poor state, a very poor 
state, rife wiUi ignorance, and sin, and shame ; 
but let me not inconsiderately add, as some will 
do, with misery, and pain, and want. There may 
be short commons at times under embarrassed 
proprietors, with here and there a petnlent resort 
to the covskin on trivial occasions ; yet that oar 
negroes are — except in more than solitary cases — 
iU treated or neglected in any way, so Heaven 
help me as I brieve otherwise. 

A myriad of sand-flies haunted us within doors 
at sun-set, and 1 was glad to escort a young lady 
in her ride home. Passing bold rider she proved. 
Her nag threaded the rough track, which in some 
parts verged on the brink of the sea chff, then 
crossed savanas pierced, like honey-comb, by 
burrows of the land crab, with a speed and safety 
that vied with his lair rider's spirit. T thought 
she had made a keen huntress in England ; and 
many's the young fellow — ^with Hobson's choice 
and after the Mos^n pack,— 'who might risk his 
neck to keep pace with her. But this soUloqay 
almost distanced me, and it cost an effort to reach, 
my fcur companion as she turned into the pen 
enclosing her residence. Having effected this 
and said — but never mind ; I turned slowly to re- 
trace my path, musing perchance on the cfaase of 
this world, and its one goal for all living. 
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There was a spot near me well calculated to 
excite reveries of the kind. I shoiild observe that 
places of sepulture on these islands are chosen 
indiscriminately on any part of them ; the pro- 
prietorship, or in some cases mere fancies of the 
invalid, directing a preference. The grey cairn 
where we buried poor Stobo — whose father is a 
joint Bui^eon and planter among ns, — not long 
since, might claim interest even from one tin- 
conscioos of the deposit that hallows it The rock 
stands apart from the tnount^n base near, just 
enough removed to admit a few cane-stalks waving 
between them; but these keep somewhat aloof 
from the former, as if they respected the solitude 
of the dead. There are two, I tliink not more 
than two, saplings growing in this area, and which 
recall the words of Ossian, that " the traveller 
passed by and wondered why they grew so lonely." 
A square mass of stone, time-worn and bare, rears 
its natural mausoleum here over the young book- 
keeper's grave. We found the body rested on a 
cask in his own sugar-house — he had died in a 
little room adjoining — and thence carried it forth 
into this, his own, valley of tears. The bluff hill- 
side, a wUdemess of tropic verdure, was glancing 
back the last rays of twilight, lengthening the 
dosky shadows that attended us ; while far be- 
yond, a ^nt line of silver played over tlie drowsy 
sea, reposing within its watch of islets : among 
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tbem Dead-chest, green as ihe memory of buried 
affection. 

Our more frequented cemetery lies opposite 
Road-town, almost on the beach of the If^on. 
Thi% as usual in the West Indies, is reseived ex- 
dusiy.dj' for tbe white population, who must not 
he disturbed even in death by tbe proximity of a 
negro's " slovenly, unhandsome corse." The com- 
mon way of transfer for our dead hither is by 
water, in a line of boats ; the stemmost, or hearse 
vessel, being towed by the rest There appears 
nothing Btriking in this grave-yard, unless here 
and there a tomb discovers itself picturesquely 
shaded by the green pall overgrowing it One of 
them points out the last mortal resting-place of 
major-general Sparrow, who died on shipboard in 
otnr harbour some years since. A brass letter of the 
inscription has disappeared by accident or other- 
wise ; — I thought on " old Mortality " among the 
covenanters' graves, and wished it in my power -to 
replace it 

A GRAVE IN THE CHANCEL. 
Leave pompous tombs, — where Grief reclines on Art, 
And sculptnr'd mockeijr weeps — bat not the heart ; 
Pma scenes lite these ;— beneath yon plwn grey stone, 
Carved with his mach-loved name, and that alone. 
Within the circle, whence each day of rest 
They heard him bless ihem^Yea, and they were blessed — 
Beleased in death ftom all his eaithly woes 
Tbe island curate courts bis last repose. 
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Few were his ilaji, aai evil mod forlom 

Taught Um tlii&lewoD, ** Mau wu made to toouni." 

The Unoger'i charitj wai all he knew, 

His orphan cradle braided with the yew ; 

His youth a de«ert where no prospect smiled. 

His foiUiDe penurj, and his home the wild, — 

Bom to DO station, with his course as free 

As the rough UIlow rolled along the sea, — 

His hopes a meteer, and his life a spark 

That shone and daisied, and then all was dark. 

Yet these throughont, the devious path he trod 

Led biift—bj chastening — upwards to his God. 

" I feel— m; friends ;" 'twas thos hie tale he told, 

" Have felt — the stianger's charit; is cold : — 

" It led me when the orphan found m<f door 

" To glad hia lispings from my little store, 

** And point, meanwhile, to Him the Lord of all, 

"Whose ear is open when the ravens call. 

" Or when the widow, with her mild appeal, 

" Turned to my heart from hearts that could not feel, 

" I hear — when thus mine aim is stretched to save, — 

" My sainted Mary bless me from her grave.'' 

" And when the patriarch bishop on my head 

" His reverend hands, in holy ritual, spread, 

" And bade, ' Be instant :' bade me preach and coll, 

" Id time or out of season, unto all. — 

" Itminds me turn, nor scom the world's light throng, 

" All pale and pensive as I muse along." 

We felt, all felt, as weeping round his bier, 
The holiest of all feelings, God ia here. 
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LETTER XV. 

Road-town, Jane, 16 — . 

Dbab f I have been refireshing myself by 

glancing in the pages of a topographical work, over 
a short description of my native village, grown 
now how much more picturesque in the mind's eye 
by the vast expanse of water that separates as ! 
To see it, as in my childhood, with the angular 
white-fronted cottage in which we dwelt— it is now 
the village inn, — almost on the verge of its bee- 
tling cliff, the bloomy orchards backed by tail 
elms receding above ;— the little inlet passing us to 
the right to lose itself under a rude granite foot- 
bridge crossing the brook that ripples eternally 
through the wooded hollow beyond, — the smooth 
haven on our left, widi a low jotting point ex- 
tending into it, over which would be often seen 
the mast of a small revenue cruiser, my fiiiher's 
humble command — all these are pictured to me 
stiU. Or to view the same, changed, in youth, 
the little cruiser long ago consigned to the ship- 
breakers, and my father in his last mlent resting- 
place. There would be the house opposite our 
old abode, with its walled gardens, and the gra- 
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Danes and the fish-cellars and curing-houses 
about it, and the still more bloomy orchards and 
elms clinging to the precipitous hill-side, and the 
brawling rivulet that plashed in its descent behind, 
and the gentle giris, half leading and half sup- 
porting a feeble septuagenarian, their grandmother 
and mine, just come out-doors to bask awhile in 
the autumnal sunshine of the httle teirace,— may 
yonr lot ever be cast in pleasant places, as these 
are, my fair cousins. And then to mark the 
changes of ebb and flow ! to ply the oar along that 
placid margin at high water, when the dark grey 
rocks would be reflected tremulously in the bright 
flood that laved them : the solitary fisher — ah ! 
master Toy, you will be in lack to-night ; the 
coast-guard officer has been shooting at the grey 
mullets &>m off our quay ever ranee half tide ; — 
the crowded ferry-boat, with stout yeomen and 
thrifty housewives crossing homeward from the 
market-town— that young horse is new to a ferry, 
as you may see ; and broke half the good dame's 
eggs in getting into the boat this morning ; the 
little oyster-fleet speeding beachward with their 
native freight— or to become natives when re- 
dredged a year hence, at Colchester; the barges 
with their red, bark-dyed sails, hauling out irom 
where they have anon cast overboard their lading 
of marine-sand and shells j— the black coUier-brig, 
the bright-sided Norwegian, in the tide-way; the 
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snug lobster-smack, the taunt man-of-war cutter, 
lying abreast ibe fishing villi^e below — a lovely 
scene that at high-water ! It was not without 
its own attractions at the low ebb of the sprii^ 
either: — there would be then the shipwright's 
midlet, riuging through long hours, under the 
bottom of some coasting-craft, or the smuggler, 
beached high up on the pebbly strand, until echo 
grew nigh aweary of repeating after him ; and the 
coast- guardsman would doze, and his buxom wife 
be knitting iu the little sunny porch of their 
habitation ; and the village-maid would expose 
her pretty ancles at the stepping-stones, rather 
than go round about by the bridge ; the shrimp- 
catcher would be seen wading in pursuit of his 
tiny spoil. But bless me ! What have all these 
to do with my sojourning vrithin the tropics F 

A word for the veterans of the hamlet, and I 
have done. Dear old fellows, I cherish their 
memory still : and mostly thine, master Hngh, 
last representative of the ancient preventive-man, 
with my maternal grandfather's well-worn peruke 
set awiy over thy comic weather-beaten visage ; 
and thine Kitt Allen, great in thy cups, and re- 
lating over again, for the fortieth time, in edifica- 
tion of thy little old wife Margery, stirring adven- 
tures that befell thee when on board the Vaiiani 
lugger, iu the days of Hyde Parker, Hood, and 
Duncan. 
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I am going to Durate the particulars of my 
late excusion to St. John's. 

Day broke through a screen of grey haze that 
enreloped the eastward, as we pnlled across our 
harbour to Jock Strachan's carenage. This is a 
Scotch shipwright, whose good fortune stranded 
him long ago on Anegada. The shoals there 
suffer but little to escape them : Jock's venture, 
on which his northern thrift was to be exercised 
at Port Royal, soon went ; and he landed here 
with nothing on earth save his carpenter's chest. 
But his carpenter's chest was just the one thing 
most wanted here. In short, old Strachan's in- 
dustry, backed by stress of weather, and the un- 
derwriters, have made his pocket heavier than 
many a l^d's at home, it seems. 

lliere was a brig being bore down at his caren- 
age ; and the cast-away's gaunt figure was soon 
visible among his dark workmen, moving through 
them with a sea-roll that twenty years on terra firma 
have not steadied. Presently his iron fist met 
mine, with a grasp like that of his own pincers. My 
bounden duty to inquire about the vessel, brought 
a long tale of her defects, in its richest techni- 
cality ; indeed the bark exhibited no small damage 
in what he called her "fore foot." To dismiss 
Johnny Strachan— a tear will yet drop from him, 
the merriest of merry souls, at every mention of his 
long deceased wife ; and some will -gibe at some- 
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thing like affection in him for a flnperannuatod 
sloop, that lies quiet and useless within the reef. 
His good dame, at least, was a worthy soul, whose 
Idndnesa to a widowed lady we Imow in England, 
but whom chance threw once on these shores, 
[wov«d her deserring his love. 

The vessel had been ashore on Buck islet, or 
Blsnca, a place where the translator of Grid's Me- 
tamorphoses suffered shipwreck some years since. 
It finds notice in I^nkerton^s collection, thus — 
" We sailed by the Vi^as, which are broken 
isUnds lying at the eastward of St. John's ; and 
towards erening we landed upon one of them, 
called Blanca, where we killed an incredible num- 
ber of fowls. Here we stayed but for three hours, 
and from thence stood into the shore north-west; 
and having brought this island south-east of us, 
we put towards night through an opening or 
swatch, called the passage, lying between the 
Virgins and the east end of 8t John's. Here 
the pinnace left us, and Bailed on the South side 
of St. John's." But our shallop is under weigh. 

As it blew fresh, we shot along the smooth 
wat^ of Drake's channel merrily. Hie uneven 
ridge of this island, broken at intervals by rifts ; 
the young cane-shoots, spread over small levels 
on the coast, or lugher up almost edging the 
jungle ; the scattered sugar-works that glanced 
out each through its own tall guard of palmettos ; 
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the coral ree& limng a shore dense wilh man- 
pnves, aod ihis opening, at times, with channels 
into a sedgy lagoon within; now a fisherman 
silently plying along shore ia his coble, then again 
the noisy crew of s<»ne drogner at anchor off a 
plantation— all these passed before me as in a dio- 
rama. Presently our boat dashed quicker across 
the opening west of Peter's island, having to lee- 
ward the swatch of St. John's. In the distance 
through this passage, the eye lighted on many an 
islet ; some without one ripple to disturb the 
bright stillness about them ; some more exposed, 
and stant^ng forth to breast another Enxine that 

Upon the Uae Sjmplegades " 

Then having glided under the shelter of Witch 
key, starting several albatross, and other birds, 
engaged at their rock-fishing, a long swell that 
began to set in shore across us, told the entrance 
to Coral {vuiffo Crawt) bay. 

This deep inlet, which intersects the whole 
eastern quarter of St. John's, is esteemed the best 
hurricane harbour in the Antilles. H. M. sloop 
Flj/f after losing her masts ontdde, weathered a 
tremendous gale here some years since : she ran 
into one of the creeks with which this shelter 
abounds, and lay close ui^der the mangrove 
bushes. On rounding a bluff point which ter- 
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mioates the spit of land eastward, the bay op6ns 
OD jour right, its aperture, which is partially 
closed within by the key lying in a bight to the 
north-west, being about four miles wide. We 
ran down the coast, aloug a line of breakers that 
dashed over the reef under it, until a second head> 
land threw as it were a mole out behiud as. Just 
within was a delightful beach of coral, skirting 
the now smooth sea with a narrow border thfrt 
peered from under the impending green of a 
tropic forest. The spot tempted us to anchor off 
it ; but when landed, the sun glared down on the 
coral BO intensely that our feet were almost 
scorched in walking there, and we were glad to 
betake ourselves adoat agun. Several negro 
wenches, engaged in washing at a brook hard hjt 
moved about in their short gear, which they had 
tucked much above the knee, with an ease that 
betokened no inconvenience of the kind whatever. 
I thought on the old blind bard and his pink of 
laundresses, Nauucaa : indeed as br as my school 
reminiscences extend, it were only to leave out 
mentioning ^e cart with buck-baskets, and the 
pasB^e had suited aptly enough. It may be 
added, that the water of St John's, unlike that 
yielded by our brackish springs, is remarkable for 
its purity and softness. 

In our progress the bay changed its marine 
scenery for that of an inland lake. The breeze 
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died away altogether, leaving our boat motionless 
as the quiet spirit who seemed to preside there. 
On every hand narrow creeks penetrated into the 
many defiles between a belt of hills nodding over 
their silent bed, where the deep clearness re- 
flected -back every object within range. At the 
mouth of one lay a sequestered plantation and 
sngar-works. The droguer at anchor near them 
slept, like our vessel, in perfect shelter from the 
trade-wind, and beneath her in the water another ; 
like.tlie twa smacks &a Kircaldie, seen by their ane 
drunken skipper. Further aloof the same trade- 
wind burst in frequent flaws over the startled 
surface, while high above us, the glorious Santa 
Maria trees waved their restiess boughs under its 
unimpeded influence. 

With some exertion the shallop was plied up 
one of these inlets — remarkable for having the 
skeleton of a British Mgate sunk in five fathoms 
*' deep and dark " across its entrance. There 
were some other matters of interest for us, and 
lirst the shouts of a negro crew housing their boat. 
These died away just as I caught sight of several 
brawny forms vanishing through the deep wooded 
hollow that barred our advance. Afterwards the 
note was taken up by a stream, that trickled from 
the ells', near a dismasted schooner lying in 
the creek. We secured ourselves alongside the 
floating wreck — for she was nothing more — of 
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what had been a. Baltimore clipper and a slare 
vesseL 

One of these marine undertaken visited as 
lately. A dark-sided brig under French colours 
had anchored in our harbour, and might hare, 
drawn little attention, but towards evening a ra- 
mour spread of her having the plague on board. 
The patron, who had mistaken this place for 
St Thomas', bad limded ia quest of medical as- 
sistance. ToTtola was in alarm : king's craft were 
none here ; and the fort — we have forsworn the 
guns there, since our only bombardier got him- 
self hurt by the bnrsliDg of one. I wish you could 
inspect the low battery dignified as Fort Charlotte 
—it is misnamed in a former letter— its brass six- 
pounders, the fleurs-de-lis on them hinting they 
might once have graced some Monsieur's quarter- 
deck ; the powder-magazine just behind, and in 
front a staff whence our island flag waves out on 
Sundays and high days. 

As in many such cases the emergency could 
only be met by deliberation. It was already 
nigbt-fall when I found a pale conclave gathered 
in our Assembly House, and engaged in ex- 
amining a revenue-officer. This seemed the only 
person that had visited the stranger, whose long, 
low hiUl, and taunt, raking masts, now imper- 
fectly visible through the moon-beams, gave no 
bad idea of the phantom ship. He spoke to 
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haviDg seen several cuUassei cm deck^ with bthet 
sigDS of an armed craft ; that three of a crew, 
rather ill-favoured than nnmeroiiB> were in the last 
stage of a sea scurvy, and that they had been, on 
a long cruize. Fear and our weakness were fast 
converting these into agas of a pirate, when some 
one ventured to hint at that nameless thing here, 
"the black business." In short, on further in- 
quiry, the state of her hold, with the manaclea, 
&c., found there, indicated how matters stood : 
she had landed a human iiretght to windward, pro- 
bably at Cruadaloupe. We thought then of send- 
ing a medical deputation on board, and his Honor 
^whose debut in life was as surgeon of a slaver^ 
might, rank apart, have headed it ; but the motion 
failed and we separated, leaving the Jean Bart to 
seek, as they purposed with day-light, her honest 
owners elsewhere. 

To find a slave-vessel equipping in the Danish 
ports here, is matter of commonest occurrence; 
but there was something unusual, almost poetic, 
in the derelict whose deck now constituted our 
refectory. 

The deserted vessel. Mien in with at sea, pre- 
sents a solitude ; but that, if I may so term it, in 
as the, waste in nature, not without gofhe remnants : 
of hfe. and motJon'^T^n-lhAiugh' her'sbbrest'deso- 
lation. I'The abandoned-- bbrb-fiOafen^ ^nder us 
seemed hke a floteon on the Asphaltites — dismal 
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and sombre and desecrated. Her deck indeed 
appeared clean ; it bad been long bleached and 
riven under the flare of torrid summers ; but be- 
low all was disarray and confiiaon as if her un- 
hallowed freight had only just disembarked. 
Strange ! with what nonchalance my companions, 
and I fear (he Creoles generally, speak of this 
infamous traffic. A good old planter will relate 
his former speculations in the slave-market, with 
all the single-heartedness of Sir John Hawkins, 
when he tells us — after encountering a storm on 
his ne&riouB voyage, that " the Lord would not 
suffer his elect to perish !" 

The village capital of St. John's, which skirts 
along a small inlet on the north-west coast of the 
island, presents nothing very remarkable. Unlike 
Koadtown, that peers out imder its tall cupola of 
mountains, the Johnians occupy a spot compara- 
tively level, and fringed about with thicket ap- 
proaching almost to their doors. One might 
fancy some of those over-grown misses Gulliver 
fell in love with to have erected their baby-honses 
in a tropical bower here. But the channel with- 
out this islet presents another of those ocean lakes 
so characteristic of our scenery. 

The chain of northern keys conmiencing with 
Jose Vandyke's, where occurred the election de- 
scribed in a former letter, after a break about 
midway, is resumed within closer range by those 
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behind St. John's. They wear an aspect of wild 
magnificence, without any signs of vegetation 
whatever, even to the water's edge ; while their 
rocky summits are broken here and there into 
what might seem the cromlehs of an extioct race. 
One cannot sul by these marks of natural desola- 
tion without recurring to the (ate of the Carihes — 
although (his group when discovered was, I be- 
lieve, without inhabitants. The heaps of calcined 
coral lying along shore under them, are not with- 
out their effect either, they may revive, perhaps, in 
classic associations, the piles that burned on the 
strand before Troy. But why not turn to the 
living prospect i A remnant of the earth's sur- 
face scarce larger than— in the license of voyagers 
-"-a whale's back, emerges off the western ex- 
tremity of St. John's : here, as we passed, the 
crew of a vessel loading sugar, for Copenhagen, 
chequered with the usual medley of negroes, were 
hauling their seine on a beach of the finest sand 
in the world. This lies in the broad passage 
formed by a larger key, which again is linked in 
another direction so closely to the main land of 
St Thomas', that, ftom the yard-arm of a square- 
ri^ed vessel, you may drop on shore in going 
through the deep boca between them. The key, 
St James', has one, and only onsi dwelling on it ; 
a neat little edifice situate on a low knoll that 
abuts toward the north-east, and shaded by its 
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living viiaiida of bamboos — just snch a spot ae 
our modem Anacreon pictures for the sweet exile 
of himself and love. Happiness, they say, was 
bom a twin ; but one, to fix his abode in places 
like these, should better after all resolve on be- 
coming an anchorite. I would not indulge a 
moment in the selfish thought of drawing one 
from among the beauUfiU daughters of my own 
land — and there is a departed spirit like Rebecca's 
methinks, to shield my heart fix)m all other in- 
fluence ; — would not transplant such flower to 
bloom, or wither, equally unheeded here. There 
would always be the tiny humming-bird to peep 
in on, and cheer, my reveries ; and the mangos- 
teen and the cashew apples inciting one's spirit 
to flourish out, like them, in praise of nature's 
great Ranter; and the sportive kids to teach 
gladness in the sunshine of life's blessings ; and 
the fire-flies at nightfall to light me towards Him 
that is invisible. But the home of Beauty is not 
in these solitary scenes. 

Having cleared the boca, you have on your 
right the open coast, in a line towards the south- 
west, as far as St. Thomas'. Here is seen a coral 
reef, there a quicksand : in one of these, on this 
island, a missionary and his horse were ingulfed 
some years since. Then will succeed a liqe of 
mangroves almost level with the water, and within 
them the smoth lagoon that presents its mirror to 
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the rugged featureB of Nature about Just after 
opening tbe eastern fort, a suDken ledge shows 
itself at intervals in the wash of the sea ; it is 
called — from one of those vessels having been lost 
on it — the Packet Rock. In shore, the cliff rises 
precipitously in masses of dusky sandstone, with 
a detached column standing out, in one place, 
like a colossal sentry before the rest. The swell 
lashes and foams agfunst this vast obstmcUon, 
suggesting the wild imagery of GoSthe — 

" The giant snouted urags, Ho, lio ! 
How thej snort, and how thej blow." 
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LETTER XVI. 

Thrtola, July, 18— 

DBA.R , Karl Ludwig Hantz, a thick-set, 

pale, yellow-haired fellow, of thirty-eight or there- 
about, with his nose indicating by the bloom on 
it a moBt Teutonic predilection for schnaaps, was 
bom — by his own recital, on the banks of the 
Elbe, jnst below Dresden. He now plies the con- 
joint occupations of smith and farrier in the little 
township of St. John's. The bellows in his fa- 
ther's smithy was naturally at hand to give the 
first rudiments of hie education ; but Fate, al- 
though she had foredestined him to ply the trade 
of his ancestry in this remote comer, led him to it 
by a route somewhat circuitous. First of all, she 
beguiled him from the paternal shed to become a 
lacquey at Jena ; where while his young master 
imbibed the learning which evaporates from segars 
and ale in that famed university, Ludwig Hantz 
would saunter, in the joy of his heart, ^nong the 
forges of his brother craftsmen. On their return 
home at nightfall, it were often difficult to say 
whether the Gemoan student or his valet were in 
Biore smoky condition. 
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From Jena, he went back to bis nadre village, 
and thence soon after to Erfurth. Here, in a little 
shed, close by the mitiB of the identical monastery 
where Luther threw his inkstand at the devil^ 
who buzzed about his ears in the shape of a blue- 
bottle fly — Karl Hantz began to invoke the As- 
modeus of his art. Just before this our young 
smith had married a pretty peasant girl with 
whom, while laying out the bursche's rix dollars 
in the market-place at Jena, he used to higgle for 
a kiss. What won her hand, however, was a love- 
song he procured for her from the great book- 
fait held annually at Leipzig in Easter week. 
Ludwig thought that fortune was riveted to him 
for life ; nay, so thriving were their aSairs, that 
his yoimg dame, with a vanity not altogether 
confined to her peculiar sphere of life, had serious 
intentions of adding Von to their surname — Von 
Hantz, thus — a prefixture she bad not failed to 
note as dignifying the names of several among 
their neighbours. But alas, the mutability of this 
world! The retreats of Buonaparte from Mos- 
cow and Liepzig and Dresden came ; and brought 
ruin in their train. Tbe little peasant eloped 
from bim with a French dragoon, who was bil- 
letted on Ihem, and the splendour of whose 
cuirass she found irresistible : she was drowned 
presently after in crossing tbe Rhine ; and Lud- 
wig Hantz, packing up what few meublet the war 
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had left, sent them, together vith the only infant 
his pithless partner had borne him, to his mother, 
who, with her elder son, still occupied the ances- 
torial smithy. In short, he enlisted in the Danish 
line, and after eight years' service found himself 
in garrison at Ste. Croix, in the West Indies. 

Here an incident occurred which in its issue 
brought me acquainted with Karl Ludwig Hantz 
and his story. The old mulatto woman who kept, 
she still keeps, the canteen that lies just within 
the barrier as you enter the fort at the West-end of 
Ste. Croix, had a daughter, called Miss O'Hagan : 
her father was drum-major O'Hagan, belonging 
to an Irish regiment of foot, garrisoned there when 
the island was in our hands. Beside some valu- 
able trinkets, picked up in more than one well 
foaghten field, and bequeathed to his chUd on 
the regiment being ordered home; an uncle of 
hers, a man of colour, left her, at his death, the 
good-will of the aforesaid canteen, and a great 
many solid pieces of eight. Of ibese the old 
mulatto could be bronght to render no account 
whatever. By the Danish law women are wards 
until marriage ; but the people of colour at West- 
end all thonght it shame that Miss O'Hagan, now 
with the bloom of more than twenty summers 
aboQt her, and that in the precocious little island of 
Ste. Croix, should be cabined, cribbed and con- 
fined, in wish and expenses, by her mottier. 
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These reflections were of no great 'avail in them- 
selves; only they seriously inclined her to the 
sole remedy left in her case — matrimony. Now 
to warn her that men of her own caste too com- 
monly make but indifferent hnsbande, would have 
been publishing a truism that Miss O'Hagaa 
knew already : f^unst one of the soldiers in the 
fort, however, there could be at least no such 
sweeping objection ; and among all who visited 
the canteen, none evinced greater relish for 
schnaaps, or appeared altogether so proper a man 
to her purpose as Karl Ludwig Hantz. 

Whether the man-at-anns early perceived indi- 
cations of the melting mood in a certain quarter 
of the canteen ; or if she was obliged to any one 
for conveying her soft vows into the barrack-yard 
to him, matters not a whit. The preliminaries 
were soon settled between themselves, but un- 
luckily this was not all, for the captain of Lud- 
wig's company, and the captain-general in Ste. 
Croix, and the Lutheran minister of Weet>end, 
and more yet, the old mulatto woman at the 
canteen, all these were to be won over as con- 
senting parties to their espousals. And why 
not? although Karl Hantz professed the same 
worldly calling as Love's high priest at Gretna, 
yet was he by no means the blacksmith. After 
mature deliberation, therefore, open procedure was 
denomiced as impracticable, and theii best chance 
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of success Beemed to tie in an elopement to one 
of the BritiBh islands. ■ 

The coarse of true love — it is an old saw — 
never ran smoothly yet ; there were difficulties in 
this track also. First Karl Ludwig's discharge 
was to be bought ; she accomplished this by pledg- 
ing her trinkets with a Creole Jew for forty pieces 
of eight. That done, there remained the terrors of 
the passage ; Miss O'Hagan, after being sea-sick 
in crossing to St Thomas', had sworn by a little 
image of the virgin, once her father's, never again 
to tempt salt water. But at last they did come 
over, in spite of her registered vow ; were bound 
by the island chaplain here as sure as church links 
can unite ; and then — alas for the denouement ! 
Their honey-moon scarce grew on its wane, when 
Karl Hantz, whether from his previous martial 
habits, or under the influence of schnaaps, or 
from both combined, took up so hostile a posiUon 
against his confiding spouse, that, in the first 
glow of her indignation, she was tempted to hand 
him over for restraint to the secular arm. It was 
in the jiul of Road-town, himself the veiy type of 
what he had destined for the pithless trustee, his 
mother-in-law, tbat I found the German vet^an, 
and learned these his little adventures. The wife's 
anger, however, subsided — almost with the going 
down of the sun ; smiling through her tears she 
implored his release, and thus, in the course of 
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events, Lndwig Hantz set up his anvil at St. 
John's. 

With former partialities (hide about him, the 
blacksmith had chosen to fix his Lares near a 
block-house that commands the town and har- 
boar, and notfarfrom the canteen there. I found 
the ci-devant MissO'Hagan, not exactly as ladies 
wish to be, but in a wooden box, consisting of tvro 
rooms ; another female, a Danish woman, wife to 
the aergeant'commoudant in the block-house, 
was engaged with her in eating roasted bananas. 
In a shed adjoining, that served at once the pur- 
poses of a forge and kitchen, Ludwig Hantz was 
repairing a shark-hook for the black fellow whose 
shallop lay high and dry on the beach beneath. 
A sturdy negro wench bad juat ceased blowing at 
the forge, whence the said sbark-hook had been 
drawn from under a vessel in which yams were 
being boiled ; in front stood a soldier, busy fur- 
bishing the lock of his brown Bess ; a stone 
bottie and wine-glass on the bench before him 
accounted for certain aromatic airs that breathed 
through the smithy. My old prison-friend re- 
ceived me heartily, and with many importunities, 
in which the soldier took part, that I would share 
in what remuned of tb^r morning cups : it was 
not without vehement ui^^g that my excuse was 
accepted. The soldier would pledge the honour 
of bis corps that the draught was weak, very 
1 5 
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weak ; and Karl Hautz protested, by the im^e of 
the Tirgin, which had been his wife's &ther's, who 
stole it from his sister, to whom it had been ^ren 
by her sweet-heart— that it contained only " leetle 
more Schiedam than was waters." 

The prison in Boad-town has now another 
inmate, the culprit of a tragical incident in Vir^n 

Gorda. Edward S , left the only protector of 

a widowed mother and three maiden rasters, had 
wihappily formed one of the liaisons so common 
here with a free woman of colour, a meestize of 
great personal attractions, but withal a shrew of 
the first order. This cohabitation drew with it 
its natural consequences ; he became a stranger 
to his mother's dwelling. The girl bad a sister, 
hving, like herself, par amowrs with a cousin of the 
prisoner, an idle person of dissolute habits ; in this 

respect the very reverse of S , in whom the 

languor of the climate, added to a malformation 
of the right foot entailing lameness, had increased 
a reserved, nervous disposition. The women, ter> 
magants both of them, lived in constant feud, and 
their enmity extended to one at least of the pro- 
tectors. Not to linger on a melancholy tale, (he 
rake-helly cousin, armed with a deadly weapon, 
was approaching Edward's cabin, bent on assail- 
ing him, when the poor wretch, bewildered with 
terror and alarm, fired a loaded musket at him — 
with too fatal efiect After ten days spent hiddmt 
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among the wild clefts this island presents — on the 
coast, and in the rocky peak of Vii^ Oorda, 
where, as Alcedo reports, a silver mine was once 
worked, — they starved him into surrendering him- 
self for trial. But to shift the scene to Ste. 
Croix again. 

Sainte Croix, or, as earlier designated, Santa 
Cruz, numbers among the smaller islands dis- 
covered by the immortal Colon on his second 
voyage : it became the first of the Antilles occu- 
pied by his followers. .The Spaniards, however, 
despising all minor acquisitions in their search af- 
ter the precious metals, were content, after a short 
tenure, to leave it in the hands of the Caribes 
whom they found here. These called their island 
Ayay, and are sfud to have been the earliest tribe 
who emigrated from the maialand of Soath Ame- 
rica. On whatever authority this rests, Ste. Croix 
was deserted, when a party of English adventurers 
entered on its first cultivation. In 1650, the 
French took pmsessioa, — only to sell the island in 
the year following to the Knights Hospitallers 
of St. John of Jerusalem, better known as the 
Knights of Malta. Fourteen years later, the al- 
tered views, it might be the exigences, of their 
order, transferred Ste. Croix to the French West-In- 
dia company, from whose rule it was incorporated, 
in 1674, with the property of the crown. But its 
inhabitants after this removed themselves to St 
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DomiDgo, demolished the forts, and sold the 
island to a Damsh company in Copenhagen. 
Under Frederick V. it came, by puichase of their 
charter, into the hands of the government; by 
whom, except indeed at two different intervals 
during the late wars, it hag been steadily held 
ever since. The Danish policy in respect to their 
colonies is said to be on some points judicious, 
and highly deserving of imitation. 

"The appearance of Santa Cruz," writes Mr. 
Crumey, ** as you approach it from the north is pic- 
turesque and pleastnf; — to ub who were strangers 
to West India scenery it seemed clad with beauty 
— a succesrion of rounded or conical hills and 
mountains cultivated to their very tops ; partly red 
(being the colour of the soil) where the hoe had 
been at work ; and partly bright green, where al- 
ready covered with sugar-cane — neat planting 
settlements visible in various spots, severally con- 
sisting of a mansion, a boiling-house, a number of 
negro-huts, and a wind-null on some neighbouring 
elevation, for grinding the sugar — the green- 
wooded dells between the hills, — and the cocoa- 
nut trees, with their tall stems, aud strange-look- 
ing but elegant, deciduous branches, scattered 
over the whole scene." 

Bassin, or ChristJanstfEd, the capital, facing 
the north, skirts an excellent anchorage, formed 
by a reef or bar, and commanded by a strong 
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fort. It is represented as equalling a second- 
rate city in Europe in the style of its public edi- 
fices, the smart show of equipages and liveries, 
and the Mr of fashion and consequence generally 
prevailing. The streets are wide, regular, and laid 
out to intersect each other at right angles ; wilh 
long ranges of virandas that afford an agreeable 
coolness to the houses. The goTcmor's residence 
is said to be handsome and commodious ; the 
hills near the town lofty and picturesque; and 
the Tiews from them of the port below, the sea- 
coast, and fine tracts of country both to the east 
and west, amply repay the labour of the ascent 

Ste. Croix abounds in rireis, streams, and foun- 
tains ; beautiful everywhere, and most beautifiil 
from their very rarity in this otherwise parched 
group. I have the authority of Alcedo for my 
statement; and althoi^h the visitor just quoted 
states tliat it depends entirely on the r^ns for its 
supplies of vrater, this perhaps only means that 
the springs are all of them brackish. Unlike the 
other Virgin islands, also, Ste. Croix offers a 
series of agreeable drives to every quarter of it, 
over roads kept in a state of repair that even 
M'Adam might envy. That from West-end to the 
seat of government, fifteen miles in length, is 
skirted by rows of cocoa-nuts and cabbage-palms, 
the latter trees, in some parts, being remarkably 
lofty and beautiful. 
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" It may be well to observe," writes the worthy 
banker again, " that the southern part of Santa 
Cruz is an extensive plain, I beheve, of shell-lime- 
stone formation. The high lands composed of an 
indurated clay, conspicuously stratified, and tossed 
into various angles by some vast impulse from 
below, form the northern barrier ; and very beau- 
(iiiil is their undulation. The loftiest of these 
hills ia Mount Eagle, which rises 1200 feet above 
the level of the sea. An hour's ride from West- 
end brings you to the top of Prospect, or Bodkin- 
hill, Irom which there is a magnificent bird's-eye 
view both of the hills and plains, all, with little 
exception, under carefiil sugar- cultivation." 

Apropos of West-end ; it suggests the con- 
tinuation of our absent clergyman's little history. 
Two doarishing episcopal congregations exist- 
ed in Ste. Croix, when that island was under 
English rule; and for some years survived the 
changes brought about for them by a general 
peace. It was an unfortunate removal fi>r our 
late minister, that which transferred him from his 
quiet residence in Antigua, to the charge of one 
of these— that at West-end. The other minister, 
then in Ste. Croix, a North Briton, known to 
the literary world as author of " A History of all 
Religions," is at present incumbent and garrison 
chaplain at Tobago. I have said unfortunate 
change ; because these foreign clergymen became 
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iDYolved witb the Danish aathorities, who, it 
seeniH, attempted to impose on them restraints 
which ihey deemed incompatible with their effi- 
ciency. The law of the strongest prevailed. The 
flocks were dispersed, and the shepherds driven 
out, — to assume other cures in the localities al- 
ready indicated. 

But tlie star of our friend's fortune waned here 
also. The disquiet naturally attending her hus- 
band's conflict with the civil power had proved 

most detrimental to Mrs. C 's health ; and an 

attack, slight in itself, soon after their settlement 
at Road-town, left a widower and three girls, one 
of them a mere iniant, to deplore a loss to them 
irreparable. The consolations of religion soothed, 
without allaying, lie excess of grief which the 
surviving parent had to endure and combat. Ailer 
a few months, he removed his orphan family to the 
United States, returning to Tortola only to find a 
home deprived of all that once endeared it It 
was at Bridge-town, where — charged with a mis- 
sion most repugnant to himself, and by no means 
creditable to the parties delegating him, — lie 
waited the arrival of the newly appointed dio- 
cesan, that we Urst met ; and thence embarked to- 
gether, as already related to yon, in the schooner 
fVarriar for St Thomas.* 
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Sandy Bay, August 18—. 

Deab , Mr. CbaddertoD having resigned 

his cure, a successor haa been appointed ; of whom 
I may say — as lord chancellor Thurlow did of the 
poet Crabbe, — that he is as like parson Adams, 

as twelve is to the dozen. Mr. H , good man, 

left a " wifeless home " in Staffordshire some 
eighteen months since to become colonial chap- 
lain and coadjutor at Basseterre, in St. Kitt'e ; 
but a new sphere of sendee, not altogether un- 
expectedly, presents itself in Tortola. But to 
other matters. 

Neither our law, commerce, nor literature have 
as yet flourished enough to support a press here. 
The ancient office of scribe still survives among 
us, and is occupied by our men of colour, who 
engross, indifferently, eologies or pasquinades on 
their betters. We have a reading-room, if indeed 
some half-dozen magazines and island news- 
papers, filed in a hot-house whither no one cares 
to resort, may be so termed : I nearly broke my 
leg in repairing thereto lately, by slipping throu^ 
a pit-fall, set, duenna-like, to confine their negro 
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wenches jrom sleep-walking. But iheie is no 
Court Journal, Morning Post at such like. 

Otherwise J might uott be reading in them that 
the captaJD-geaeral, here at present on bis trien- 
nial visit, held a levee yesterday. One, whom bis 
Excellency delighteth to honour as colonial Eud- 
de-camp, presented each in bis just grade, wbe- 
ther municipal, clerical, in law or medicine. We 
were all graciously received ; more so indeed than 
some bye-play among the governed might bare 
deserved ; — although they have provided apart- 
ments for himself and suite. Among these are two 
&ir dames irom Bath, the governor's lady and 
her sister, come to star it So far good; the enor- 
mous rent paid for those wooden cages here, 
called bouses, making the compliment a ** pretty 
con^derable one ;" — but then they have managed 
to withhold a mite of tribute-money, not enough 
to defray the expenses of ibis visit, by Mr. Trea- 
surer's opportunely quitring the island. These 
petty annoyances proceed from private piques, 
and a zest in some " for anarchy and common 
weal," rather than any deliberate public acts ; al- 
though our pobtical state is seen in the absence 
of all means to coerce them. Surely the Torto- 
lians have not forgotten colonel Maxwell's libe- 
rality after the hurricane. 

I have been unable to join in any of the fes- 
tivities, to which this high presence has given 
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risRjfromillhetJtb. Tbia a in my case iheffradual 
effect of an over-lieated atmosphere on the con- 
stitutioD, as my only attack of fever has been a 
very mild one. The influence of a torrid zone on 
me shews itself in general weakness, a loss of 
appetite, with bilious feelings aAer fare ever so 
light And then comes the attendant languor 
which inclines one to lounge all day with the 
feet at thwr true Creole elevation. For my part, 
I strove to parry this evil by exercise, going 
afloat with Last Man on the lagoon, which set 
whole bunches of white teeth on the grin iromout 
their sooty envelopes to see me at the oar. But 
it availed me not a whit. Then my diet was 
regulated ; I eschewed congo-pease, and ate 
chicken fed on cockroaches : I had, too, like the 
Blunder-head family, the best advice and fre- 
quent consultations, swallowing a whole series 
of prescriptions, sometimes consecutively, then 
again in a round-robin ; I have done every 
thing, in short, but exhaust the patience of 
my sweet nurse ; whose story by-tbe-bye has been 
promised yon. 

But for the ravages of oiur sad chmale, this 
pretty Creole girl were a bride long ago. Frances' 
betrothed had been chosen from a more worldly 
calling at home to expound Wesley's tenets to 
us; and somehow found his aspiraUons after 
heaven insensibly mingle with others towards this 
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&ir devotee. He died suddenlj, even after her 
wedding gaiment had been prepared. 

They hold a canon over bachelor jtinerante 
that is almost popish. That is, oo allowance 
issues lor adscidtioas sisters ; and these good 
men not being wontedly seized of lay income, a 
fiat for thrar support must come out before they 
can well put off celibacy. Now the time that, 
in such case, elapses before — as the license runs 
— " your desires may the more speedily obtain a 
good effect," is shocking enough, and yet by no 
means the worst of it Only so many couples are 
allowed at each station, and thus lore has to wait 
in tedious abeyance until some, for them, benign 
influence creates a, vacancy. 

In my notice of our parti- coloured retainers, 
Miss Frances' abigail and our groom were omitted. 
The first is a Meestize girl of some twenty sum- 
mers, whose fine-grown figure, and handsome 
countenance — although it is spotted with that 
leprosy of the tropics, elephantiasis, — strangely 
contrast with the child's tone in which she utters 
her broken dialect. Jane's ordinary dress is the 
coarse gown in which our women of colour wrap 
ihemselTes up, like so many nuns ; even their 
gayer attire is made in the same bad taste, and of 
white, the only hue unsuited to their complexions. 
At St. Thomas* these females assume all the flaunt- 
ing colotu^ so becoming to themselves. However, 
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she almost rivals her young mistreBS in patiuerie, 
their mutual knack that way serving to confinu 
a tale of more eolito affinities : but people should 
look to their own proceedings. Jane brought me 
one day a billet-doux, stolen by her from our 
housemaid : this dark wench had &llen asleep 
while engaged in cleaning some articles of plate, 
and the letter, that some clever urchin had been 
reading for her, lay among them. It is from a 
black operative now at St. Thomaii'. 

" Dear Catiyn, Dare much fine house, and bera 
much ship here ; bera much fine gal too, hut me 
lub Catryn all dme. Buddy Smit say dat nigger 
Jock come see you : — me too pale wid lub : hope 
you heart like mice. You berry dear to George. 

Me work for one dollar by day here ; no 

cut dollar, bim make five quart, I tink, in de 
Road. Buddy Smit bring you dis ; he say me 
lub yon too much Catryn." 

This mild creature is as unassuming in her 
freedom as old Cudjoe is refractory and pugna- 
cious in bondage. Cudjoe, when his talents for 
the gong-gong and waits flourished, was a lacquey, 
and acquired in that service a passion for strong 
drink and disparted raiment that besets him still : 
he had an ague last month which almost drained 
mj purse for rum, and now is striving to appro- 
priate a worn coat of mine on the plea of church- 
going. The old varlet figured there yesterday in 
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a new shirt, tlie collar of it glittering on its dusky 
ground like the white spot under a midship- 
man's ear. But then Cadjoe is wont to neglect 
his charge, and a threat of sending him to the 
cowskin on his owner's estate invariably stirs all 
the pride of soul within him. — " Him heast kick 
and bite buddy, like one debble, and den you say 
masha me ! masha had beast, massa. Ki ! you 
tink him ni^^-driver flogga me, eh." 

Your black imp is a sturdy indigenous shoot, 
that thrives, neglect him as you may. Does any, 
in avoiding one of the frequent puddles our streets 
abound with, happen to meet with a small bottle- 
bellied, naked rogue asleep on its margin, and 
souse him into it ? — The mother wades knee- 
deep down the beach, plunges her muddy brat 
thrice under water, and then leaves that general 
napkin, the sun, to its effect in drying him. One 
of these, an imp from Messrs. Hill's prolific slave- 
yard, who has already acquired the height of a 
tipstaff, never fails on my passing him to wake up 
into a piteous moaning for black dogs : I should 
not heed his request so often, but that one of our 
backs, in petting this especial young rascal, has 
brought him to say nai^hty words on being re- 
fused. His enemies have liud a similar charge 
at Last Man's door, 'although in my presence 
nothing can exceed the fellow's mildness of 
Bpeech. 
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In a recent letter I sfdd that the translator of 
Orid'e Metamorphoses suffered shipwreck on Back 
ialflt; as to name this is correct, but not so in 
respect of locality, the Buck islet of the disaster ly- 
ing, at a short distance, off the north-east shore 
of Ste. Croix. Jerrard John Howard, a gentleman 
of considerable literary as well as professional at- 
tainments, was at that date sailing as sui^on of 
a Guinea-man ; and by the kindness of his wi- 
dow, herself sometime resident in Tortola, I am 
enabled, — from papers submitted to me with that 
object, — to give these subjoined 

Notes of a Slaving Vovage. 

On Sunday Aug. 15tb, 1802, the ship General 
Ahercrombie, Booth master, quitted the river 
Mersey, her destination the coast of Afiica. The 
voyage commenced under no fiattering auspices : 

" I left T in Liverpool ; he was ready to 

sail, but afrud as the wind is not fair ; we hazard 
all." 

The young surgeon's personal predicament was, 
it seems, for a single gentleman, rather awkward 
— he being a little in debt, and in love irretriev- 
ably. But the first trouble presently retires be- 
hind soothing anticipations of the iiiture :— 

''My prospects from this voyage are pretty 
considerable. I do not expect a sum that will 
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enable me to sit down quieUj at home, it is true ; 
but a very moderate degree of success in our 
affein will realize more than enough to answer 
those demands to which my untoward specula- 
tions have subjected me, the grand motive to my 
undertaking this unpleasant employment." 

A lucky thought rose to lighten the oppressive 
weight of the other ; — 

" I believe uothing can be pleasanter than my 
present situation, circumstances con^dered: we 
go to the river Congo, which is nearer than 
Angola a little" 

But pleasures are not lasting. 

" Since we left Liverpool, I have made a most 
mortifying discovery ; I shall not hear fiom you 
until my return to England ! for we do not call at 
Barbados. So spirited is the competition of mer- 
chants in this traffic, that great pains are taken to 
deceive, in regard to a ship's destination. I 
thought my enquiries on this, to me essential, 
point had succeeded; but was wrong, Trinidad 
being the island at which we touch to receive 
ftuther instructions. 

" Sept 7th. As we are now past the track of 
vessels homeward bound, no chance of communi- 
cation can be afforded until we reach some port; 
our first place of call is Cape Coast Castle." 

Tliey fell in with a vessel, seemingly another 
slaver ; and " the weather being fine. Captain 
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Booth and myself went on board : although 
strangers to each other quite, we were received in 
a most sociable maimer. A number of books lay 
about the cabin ; so on leaving, I spread my 
handkerchief and modestly secured as many as it 
would contain j the surgeon began to exclaim 
against this, but on my promising him the like 
privilege, would he vidt us, I bore away my spoil." 

Our Toyi^r congratulates hitnaelf severally, 
on having seen the peak of Teneriffe ; on the ex- 
cellent health of the ship's crew; that he was fi'ee 
—as having previously undergone the discipline— 
at the saturnalia of the line ; thiU; they had spoken 
a Guinea-man, the Britannia, bound to the West 
Jndies ; and that " my fellow-siugeon has re- 
paid my visit, and with such complete interest, 
that he has scarcely left me a single book ; but 
luckily, poetry did not appear to be his taste." 

The young practitioner is pltunly not without 
his misgivings on the humanity of the slave-trade ; 
he quotes Thompson to perpetrate a self-infiicting 
joke on the poet's views for himself and others, 

" the putners of that uruel tiade 
Which spdk unhappj Guinea of her sons :"— 

" with a charitable intention to save as &om 
drowning, he crams the whole, black and white 
equally, into the jaws of an enormous shark !" 
I^ in the revulsion of feeling on this, now justly 
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stigmatised (j«ffic, aoy inefine to think less cha- 
ritably than they ought of the slare'surgeoa ; let 
them laiow that bis pursuit bad lately received, 
in the public discussions respecting it, the open 
countenance and approval of royalty itself.* 

But how elastic the spirit of early life ! 

** I have made an attack on the Poet of Nature; 
what beautifiil subject for him just at my elbow ! 
Two birds of the swallow tribe have been flying 
round the ship for some days, apparently very 
much fatigued ; one of them alighting on the rig- 
ging to rest himself, was caught, and after giving 
him a little water, set at liberty again. He went 
to his companion, and in a few minutes they both 
returned, flew into the cabin, and at this instant 
are sociably regaling tlfemselves on the table 
where I write, now and then looking up into my 
face, as if to express their perfect confidence in 
our honour. It is a confidence, my little friends, 

* " HouMo/Xordi, July 6M, 1799.— The Doke of Clabengb 
TO«e and spoke for more than two hoan im a ' Bill for limiu 
ing the space for tndmg toi slaTes on (he coait of Afiica, 
f^ving it hi* most decided negative. He tonk a reriew of 
the evidence that bad been hrougU forward, uid from thenc« 
drew a proof, that if the Bill passed into a law, it would be 
bighl; injurious to OUT W«st India colonies, and conseqnenilj 
to the kingdom at large, pointiog out with much accuracy 
the tonnage of the shipping, the capital emplojed, and the 
rut snnu remitted to England b; the West India trade." 
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which yoa shall nerer repent : foul be&l the 
hand that would bruise a feather in your wingB '." 

I do not undertake to explain the phenomenon, 
but on my verity as a christian man, this passage 
was written in the cabin of a slave-ship. 

He descants on the miseries experienced by a 
party of settlers — sent to carry out the philanthro- 
pic views of the African Cirilization Society— on 
the fatal island of Bulama then in sight ; but is in- 
terrupted by a summons on deck to see two sharks 
playing round a half-devoured corpse : withdraws 
ieom this sickening scene to describe the glories 
of aun-set within the tropics, with a sigh to think 

that dank November were preferable with M 

at his side. 

" Mj heart untraTcUed turns to thee." 

" Sept. 28th. We are now steering close in for 
the land, and in a day or two shall be near 
enough to allow the natives to come off with ivory, 
rice, pepper, &c., which we can purchase while 
imder-way, that causing no detrition of the 
ship : fresh proviuooH too, and a few vegetables, 
will come very seasonably." 

They are blown off the coast : after beating to 
windward for a fortnight to recover their position, — 
" hoisted out and rigged the schooner Oong- 
boat) and sent her, with a mate and crew, to pur- 
chase slaves at Loango. 
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Oct. mth. We are now at anchor off the mouth 
of Congo river, but wish to go a few miles further 
to a better berth. This, however, may be a work 
of time, the stream being so powerftil that it re- 
quires a strong breeze to effect it ; we have been 
thrice swept out to sea already.* To-morrow the 
boats will go up the river to ttude, the ship re* 
maining here as a healthier place. The natives 
can speali to ns &om the beach, and request that 
we will come on shore, but tbey are notorious for 
kidnapping all they can catch, and detaining them 
until ransomed: on the opposite bank we can 
land in safety. Two vessels are lying at a great 
tUstance up the river, one of them with her biuIb 
set — if for the West Indies she must anchor here 
to-morrow. We have not yet received a single 
slave, and cannot expect to be under-way again 
within three months." 

Having attended the medical voyager thus (ar 
to a safe berth in the river Congo, let me turn 
awhile to notice more particularly the vessel to 
which he belongs. And although little informa- 
tion on this head may be found in his journal, — 
or rather the portion of it before me — the subject 

* Authentic iufonD&tion lespectiog this region will be 
found ia & ' Narrative of an Expedition (sent out by the Eng- 
lish goremmeDt) to explore the river Zaire, usuall; called 
the Congo, in 1811, under the direction of captain J. K. 
Tuckey, R, N.' 
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shall not be left without an attempt at elucida- 
tion. From a painting, by Sartorius, of one of 
the last resBels fitted at Liverpool for this sad 
traffic, and subsequently commanded in a vei7 
different employ — the hired service of the post- 
office — by a near relative of mine ; from this pic- 
ture, and some hints afforded me respecting the 
^ip's in-board dispositions, I give, not without 
diffidence, this sketch of an English ^ver. 

The General Abercrombie then was a smart, 
privateer 'looking, ship-rigged little vessel of about 
two hundred and fifty tons burthen ; clean enough 
in the run, but from some peculiarity of build al- 
ways appearing "by the head" of her just line of 
floatation — sitting too swan-like on the water. 
That her sailing qualities were far from con- 
temptible, we have the journalist's evidence, 
where he says that, having been blown off the 
coast, and making the land again no higher 
than Gape Lopez, she beat up to the mouth of 
the Congo, with a strong current setUng to lee- 
ward throughout, in fourteen days. The ship's 
sides exhibited piercings for an armament of six- 
teen guns, exclusive of the bridle-ports ; but from 
causes to be noticed, scarcely more than ten could 
be used with effect, and these of small calibre. 
A cuddy or round-house on the quarter-deck 
assigned to the officers, and a roomy caboose 
standing close before two large boats on the 
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booms over the main-batchway, allowed free 
taoge of the entire lower or slare-deck to its un- 
fortunate occupants. But this convenience was 
pnrcliased with, of course, much hampering of the 
upper deck. I have stud entire lower deck ; it 
must be taken with the exception of a small berth 
forwards for the ship's crew, separated from the 
rest by a stout bulk-head with loop-holes com- 
manding the slave-deck after the manner seen in 
conrict vessels. This last, the "tween decks ' — 
to give stowage for water disproportionate to the 
ordinary wants of her class — " was much cramped, 
having only four feet and a half of height in the 
interstices of the upper beams." Such might be 
the good ship General Abercrombie, when her 
captain pnshed off in the cutter with a miscel- 
laneous assortment of Manchester goods, cutlery, 
Tuubiidge and Birmingham wares, cast-off ap- 
parel, civil and military, from the stores of Holy- 
well and East Smithfield, and a few demi-johns 
of Spanish brandy, and roll and leaf tobacco, — 
to barter for the bones and sinews of his fellow- 
men. 

Nov. aeth. " I am in perfect health myself, but 
regret to say no other officer on board is well 
enough to perform his duty, which throws a charge 
on me I am almost inadequate to, the captain 
b^g generally out of the ship. No deaths have 
happened ytt! .... My halcyon days are 
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gone ; the slaves daily iiuirease on my hands, and 
I have to undergo both ^goe and anxiety re- 
spec tiog them." 

The cause of mercy and the abolitionists is 
so hallowed, that it can sustain without injury 
harder hits than what ensue ; or the pass^es had 
been suppressed here. The first conducts us 
back to the island of Buluna above noticed. 

" I have been straining my eyes at the prospect, 
for it is scarce distinguishable from the clouds ; 
and, thinking of the pestilence which is said to 
have originated there, the mind becomes absorbed 
in paioAil refiectiong. The wretched fate of ita 
t«n thousand victims is dreadful enough ; but 
let imagination (dngle out from the mass each in- 
dividual snfierer ; paint his throes in dying — the 
void he leaves in the circle of an attached kindred 
at home — and the spirit quails at her own effort 
Allow me a few particulars. A benevolent 
society in London, formed on views similar to 
those of the Sierra Leone company, dispatched 
two vessels to this island — purchased by them . 
from the native sovereign — with settlers, and every 
reqmsite to establish a colony, as also mis^onaries 
to spread the doctrines of our holy religion. But 
after no long period, a dreadfiil sickness broke 
out; supplies grew scarce; their savage neigh- 
bours banded to attack the white strai^^er ; and, 
thinned in these various ways, the sad remnant 
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were compeUed to embark and quit the coatt 
ArriTed at Criaaada, the yeUow fever made its ap- 
pearance there ; and although some deny tltat tlie 
contagion was imported by these refugees, gene- 
ral opinion points to such as its origin. There is 
a moral to be drawn from this catastrophe. The 
impugnerg of the slave-trade have not scrupled 
to press even the ordinary phenon^ena of nature 
into their service to excite odium agaiiuit it! 
Cowper writes, that the tornadoes of the West 
Indies are God's avengers on behalf of the AM- 
cans ; that he has 

" Fixed their tfmnts' hatHt&tion* 

Where his whiriwinda aniwer— No." 

But heaven forbid that the most strenuous advo- 
cate of the traffic should venture on a like argu- 
ment. Here were peace and love joined hand in 
band on tbeir embassage of civilization ; and 
freedom standing by to invoke a blessing on tbeir 
efforts. Shall we eay, that Providence has ex- 
erted itself to blast the harvest? Not so ; — we are 
all blind, and be who pretends to be most clear- 
ughted only gives stronger proofs of his darkness." 

The next glances at the Portuguese missions to 
this pestilential line of coast. 

" T have no yeanung for popery ; but cannot 
withhold my tribute of admiration ftom the fine 
old missionaries of that creed. They neithtr 
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haunted public assemblies, nor printed orer-diawn 
statements, nor spouted incongruous diatribes ; 
but they did go forth, at the peril of their own 
lives, to labour iu the conTersion and mond train- 
ing of a benighted race. And ^hat is there in a 
Yorkshire landowner, or wealth; brewer at Bank, 
side, that the individual should estimate his ex* 
istence at a nutshell higher value than theirs ?" 

A break in the journal occurs during the long 
period of the middle passE^, the slave'ship par- 
suing her lonely course unmolested through the 
trades— 

"Yet not alone; for day and night 

Escort heT o'er the deep, 
And round her solitary flight 

The BtaiB their rigiU keep." 

With a view to closing the hiatus, I hare held 
a palaver with Jumper Jem, the cadie of our 
street : and from his broken tale am enabled to 
supply what follows anent the poor rogue's de- 
portation. 

Nigh a plot of Indian com, situate immediately 
above the rapids of the Zaire, stood the dwelling in 
which Jumper Jem first saw the light, — a mere 
but constructed of a few posts struck into the 
ground and interwoven with reeds. It lay screen- 
ed in some measure from the torrid sun, by a 
precipice (of limestone) that rose behind to the 
south and east, and at no great remove in front 
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tlie clear deep river hosteiied to force its way be- 
tween the rocky barriers of the narrows. The 
hovel was protected, by a gentle slope down to the 
ravine below, from the torrents that msh through 
Ibis in the rainy season. 

Here dwelt Jumper's father, a cheeno or de- 
scendant of royalty by the mother's side, bat who 
had lost caste for his children by intermarrying 
with females of the unprivileged class : he was a 
sensual, indolent rascal, as my informant assured 
me, his only employ acting as a kind of sub-agent 
of the Mafook, or native collector of customs, at 
Embomma, a place on the north bank of the river, 
and fifty miles fix>m where it enters the sea. The 
family, fdll-grown as well as young, went about 
naked, that is wore only a small apron of grass 
matting round the loins. * Hare-lip,' besides that 
his body was taltoed all over, had, together with 
his three wives, the two upper front teeth filed 
away, after the Congoese notions of beauty. The 
three domestic drudges were looked upon as a 
lucrative possession, in more respects than one ; 
and together with the hut and plot of cultivated 
ground, he enjoyed a joint-stock share severally 
in half a dozen pigs, and the entire^ of nine fuU- 
grown pullets. Then his spouses would manage 
to raise a few sugar-canes, pumpkins and tobacco- 
plants ; but in the midst of plenty the chiefs spi- 
rits were sad, — sad beyond what his palm-wine 
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drink coald relieve. Tlie antelopes bounded and 
the fed-legged partridges alighted daily at long 
lange about him — bat he bad not a gon ! 

A long episode in Jem's narrative was here 
assigned (o accounting for his father being with- 
out BO necessary an article; and in which the 
words grazzie andjetiche might be recognized. 
But whether the cbieTs former mnsket, a Spanish 
piece, had been lost in predatory warfare, or fallen 
to the spoil of idolatrous priests, must remain for 
the archives of Angola to disclose. I pass on to 
the resumption of his proper stoiy. 

Jumper was the child of his father's least es- 
teemed wife, and appeared to his ken bow<legged, 
and with a sbtibism in one of the visual organs. 
But, however ugly, the boy was a thick-set, strong 
knave, with unwontedly brave bearing for hie 
race — what might he be worth in the slave-mart ? 
Our chiefs friend, the Mafook — as is freqnenily 
the case — held, together with his native office, the 
situation of interpreter to the Spanish and other 
slave'traders resorting to Embomma. To this 
good man the chief and his boy now repaired. 

My friend's " notes " afford a passage in respect 
of their interpreters that may as well be given 
here. 

" A boat oame off fVom CatMsda with ten bl&cli fellovi in 
hier, wbo would have persuaded lis to ancboi' ; bot failed of 
Ibeit object. They agreed, hovtrtr, to ship with us for the 
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Coogo, to serre u iDterpreten, as weU as nitik* tbemselvM 
generally oaeful, during our staj on tlie coast. We hare en- 
gaged to land them here again, as we pass on onr retorn. 
These itrangeri aie more to be depended on for their honesty, 
than if we took interpreters on board at the site of our 
traffic, having IcM facili^ of conveying away pilfered ar- 
tides, and pilfering is a practioe to whicb the lable race 
are all of them ntore or less addjal«d. Hoisted in Ih^ 
l>oat, and Slled again for our destination." 

After two dajs'joumeff and a niglit birouac in 
ihe woods of the portage, the chie^ his two jmuor 
wives and the object of barter, launched oq the 
lower Congo, with a sea-Btore of yams and 
Spaoish brandf procured at the sacrifice of half 
hia lire stock. Four daj's of rowing, and drop- 
ping down with the stream, brought the party to 
Embomma and the Mafook there ; through whose 
brokerage Jumper was transferred — ^iu considera- 
tion of the long-coveted fowling-piece and a few 
glass beads for the females — to the barracoons of a 
Spanish slaver, lying about thircymiles lower down 
the liver. In fine, the lad was intercepted by a 
British cruiser in this vessel, as she cautiously 
threaded a passage through the islands to wind- 
ward, toward her point of intended debarkation 
on the coast of Cuba. 

If any would ask what Jumper Jem thought of 
bis parent's unnatural conduct in respect of him- 
self, I reply that be took it all as matter of course. 
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without the least complaint or ImpeaclimeDt what- 
ever — speaking on the subject coolly as writes an 
eminent divine of the last century in his ' Me- 
moirs of himself.^ 

" My business, while upon the coast, was to 
sail from place to place in the long>boat to pur- 
chase slaves. The ship was at Sierra Leone, and 
I then at the Flantanes, the scene of my former 
captivity, where everything I saw might seem to 
remind me of my ingratitude. I was in easy cir- 
cumstances, courted by iho^ who formerly de- 
spised me : the lime>trees (Citrus Umelta) I had 
planted were growiag tall, and promised fruit tlie 
following year, against which time I had expeeta- 
iiont of returning with a skip of my own." No- 
thing is further from my intent, in quoting this 
passage, than to sneer at the devout autobiogra- 
pherj I am merely glancing at the range oi British 
feeling on the now execrated pursuit The trade 
in negroes was all too slow of being viewed in its 
own hideous features. " TTie terrible mortality 
in the slave-coffle on its journey to the coast, in 
the frays of the marauders with the hunted people 
in the interior, in ihe stalling of the slaves in the 
barracoons, in that hell-upos-earth, the stifling 
hold of a slave-ship, jammed with the dense mass 
of human beings; these were matters which 
affected only the lives of men, of negro-men," and 
weighed for two hundred and fifty years lightly 
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enough in the balance of commercial interests 
inrolred in the continuance of the atrocity. 

One trait of human fee^g was exhibited at the 
sale, and only one. The poor woman, his mother, 
on resigning her boy for ever, burst into a passion 
of tears, dashed to the ground the nechlace, her 
portion of the price of blood — and walked away 
sobbing to their canoe at the liver-side. 

Early in February, 1803, they arrived at 
Trinidad, thence in compliance with instructions 
received there proceeded to St Eitt's, and from 
that island — as the terms to which captain Booth 
was limited were refosed — the General Aher- 
cromhie weighed at 2 p.h. of Uie 28th for Ste. 
Croix, BpeaMng three hours later the DUigent 
slaver, homeward bonnd. 

" March Ist, 11 &,u. The east-end of Ste. 
Croix in sight 

Both the captcun and bis officers being altoge- 
ther unacquainted with the island, the ship's 
course was directed by a Dane of the crew, who 
professed himself sufficiently qualified to conduct 
her off Christianstted, where they might obtain a 
pilot. 

" 5 P.M. Went with Booth on the forecastle, to 
get a clear prospect of the coast as we passed, 
and almost instantly, looking over the bows, re- 
marked to him how plainly the rocks were per- 
ceptible under us. The captain smiled at my 
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alarm, wondering that I bad been so often Within 
the tropics without remtuddng the singular clear- 
ness of the water. While speaking this the ves- 
sel stmck, hot — from the mild weather and smooth 
sea — so genUf, that several doabted it, until a 
second concosnon and total stoppage of her wa^ 
brought conviction. Looking round we could 
plainly discern the reef extending southward 
nearly a mile and a quarter to Back island, and 
at the same time made the mortifying discovery 
that thrice the ship's length in a northerly direc- 
tion would have cleared the damage." 

The captain, who seems to have been in a ner- 
vous state during the entire voyage, loses all 
fortitude ; the chief mate assumes the command 
of the ship, tries to force her over the reef by 
crowding eail, and that lailing throws all aback— 
with the worse success in that their first effort 
had hung the vessel fast amidBhipB. " Mean- 
time every exertion was used to lighten her ; the 
water-casks were started and the pumps kept at 
work, — in half an hour pieces of her false keel 
were floating alongside ; the boata were hoisted out. 

6 P.M. The second mate sent away in a small 
shallop, that arrived from the shore attracted by 
our signals of distress, to acquaint the agent in 
Ste. Croix with our Eotuation. 

9 P.M. Ten feet of water in the bold. The 
pumps were now quitted, the slaves moved from 
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the lower to the upper deck, and tfae ship lUowed 
to sink as low as the rocks ; she heeled over consi- 
derably to port, but ceased striking and lay without 
much motion. The water was now qmte smooth 
and the night serene, but the duration of such 
weather being uncertain, our two larger boats were 
dispatched, in charge of the third and fourth mates, 
with ninety slaves in them to Christiansted. 

March 2nd 2 a,h. The second mate returned 
vrith a pilot, sent by our agent to decide on the 
practicability of geUing the vessel off the reef; be 
informed us that, &om our situation, no hopes of 
this could be entertained, and that attention 
should be directed solely to landing the negroes, 
and saving the ship's materiel; in preparing to ef- 
fect which last object the chief mate, and those 
of the crew left on board, were now engaged." 

The sea appears to have risen towards morning ; 
for "we passed an anxious time on board, our 
unpleasant situation increased by the terrors of the 
slaves at the crashing noise of the ship breaking 
up and the water rushing in, the sailors, as usual 
on such occasions, breaking open the lockers and 
gorging themselves with the wine and spirits in 
them. 

d A.H. Thirty-five slaves dispatched in two 
boats supplied £rom the shore, these, being met by 
our agent on his way to the ship, landed the 
slaves in them, by his direction, on Buck island. 
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6 A.H. Impatiently looking for the return of our 
boats, bat in vain : attempting to pass a fort at 
the harbour's mouth, they have been seized and 
deUuned on pretence of trjdng to smuggle negroes 
into the island. 

7 A.M. Proceeded with the jolly-boat, accord- 
ing to orders from our agent, to land the slaves as 
quickly as possible on Buck island. 

10 A.M. At the request of Mr. Kelly, ihe chief 
mate, counted nine-nine slaves into a pilot-boat 
that came alongside, with which she was dis- 
patched to Chiistianstaed. At noon quitted the 
wreck in the jolly-boat, landing on Buck island, 
almost naked, with the last of the slaves. 

March 3rd, 9 a.m. Quitted the island in a 
schooner sent to convey us to Ohristianstaed." 

Nothing, it is plain throughout, could be further 
from our single-hearted voyager than the idea of 
writing for effect ; indeed he feigns complaint, in 
one place, that his narrative, penned amidst the 
scenes described, is too hurriedly given to admit 
of pause in search of ornament. But there is a 
pathos in what follows, seldom perhaps equalled 
in the effusions of Exeter Hall. 

" March SOlh. A contagious disease has broken 
out among our slaves, hitherto so healthy ; three 
have already perished, and from five to ten every 
morning are added to my hospital : from my con- 
stant communication vrith the infected, I early 
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perceired alanniiig symptoms in myself, but hare 
now reason to consider the Tirulence as past. 
My convalescence has been protracted, by fa- 
tiguing attendance in the law-courts, pending the 
adjudication of claims for salvage on the ill-fated 
General Abercrombie : — ^my own examination as 
aa evidence occupied the greater part of two days, 
and that when scarce able to support myself in 
a chair! 

We sail to-morrow for the nearest Bridsh is- 
land, Tortola, to attempt a disposal of the slaves. 
The authorities here refuse to permit a sale, be- 
cause we arrived under British colours, and our 
own colonies deny us leave to land from Danish 
vessels ; others cannot be procured, so nothing is 
left but to throw ourselves on their mercy as the 
remiuns of a shipwreck." 

On the 2nd April, a vendue of the slaves took 
place at Tortola, and, no higher bidders offering, 
the whole were purchased by the g^nt himself. 
Precautions had been used to hinder the loss of 
the General Abercrombie being known in Liver- 
pool, in order that her owners, the emin^it mercan- 
tile lirm of Tobin, might pursue their own views 
on the propriety of insurances. But 

« May 7th. Heariag that the vessel [freight f) 
had not been insured, and slaves being now in 
somewhat greater demand, Mr. Dunlop, in the most 
upright manner, quitted all claim to the property, 
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and comaieiiced ft resale at odranced prices for 
the benefit of the original propiietors. Tlie 
agent's engagements in Ste. Croix do not admit 
of any lengthened stay here, bo the disposal of 
the slaves falls to my charge, a troafolesome office 
now drawing to its close, eighty-four only re- 
maining. A surgeon's appointment in the slaTe- 
trade always compels him to wait out the sales, 
the emoluments of hie royage being in proportioa 
to the amount realized." 

A nice place Tmlola in 180S. 

" My diffidence of succeeding as a practitionra 
in the West Indies — through want of that essen- 
tial qualificatioD, an easy confident address — is 
in nowise increased by what I see of the faculty 
on this island. It is well nigh the most miserable, 
worst inhabited spot in all the British possessions ; 
yet, although it might afford respectable employ- 
ment to two medical men, no less than six are in 
competition for a practice here. And such a 
set of beings ! Even this unhealthy part of the 
globe appears overstocked with every description 
of people, except honest oneit" 

The whole of the slaves are at length sold, and 
the journalist be^ns to find — 

" The days insufferably tedioi», there being no 
fellow-loungers to bear one company in the West 
Indies. From sunrise every lace is important 
with bosinesSireal or pretended, until dinner-time. 
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vben the animal man is recruited at five o'clock. 
Afler this, the circulation of the wioe-botUe 
occupies two or three hours of boisteiouB con- 
viviality, followed — if it ceases then — by the 
quieter porBoits of gaming, cards or the dice box. 
Ltfe at night they retire to sleep off the effects of 
debauchery, and prepare for the same routine 
to-morrow.* The softer sex, without whom 
society can hardly be said to exist, are in most 
circles altogether unknown ; and no marvel, when 
we consider the paucity of their number. Tortt^ 
is supposed to contain eleven thousand in- 
habitants, at leaat nine lumdred of them white 
people ;t a friend summed up the ladies now on 
the island, nominatim, and old, young, married 
and single amounted to tbirteen !" 

An oasis in the desert 

" These lodgings command a view of the bay 
and ^pjnng. A vessel arrived the other day of 
an appeance singular enough to induce mine host 
and self to go on board. She was from Demerara 

* The same lem&rk fau been applied to St. Thomu' a 
genemtioii later: — "Merchondizebjday and gaietjbj night, 
seemed chieflj to eagioea the attention of the trafficksn uf 
man; Datione, leaident in this little Western Tjtb." 

f The iohabilants of TortoU had sadlj decreased in 1 S40. 
" Oat of a population of neori; five thonsanil, there are 
scareely more than two hundred white persoas." — Gumey'i 
Pint. 
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with passengers for this island, and among them 
sereial ladies, whose faces, after the custom of 
this country, were almost totally concealed. Bat 
a partial glimpse of one fur set of features struck 
me almost motionless from their astounding liker 

ness to M ^'s. I cannot describe my sensa- 

tions. Insensible to my being a stranger I prof- 
fered assisting her into the boat, but without 
obtaining another glance at the long-loved resem- 
blance. Aburst of nulleiy from those near hardly 
dissipated the reveries this little incident was fast 
crowding on my brain. 

This is a wild efiiision ; but we are absurd 
mortals at best, and I hare no pretensions to 
superior philosophy." 

Fits of absence and reverie were by no means 
unfrequent with our friend, and occasionally aided 
him in banishing severer cares. Alluding to some 
passage in the writings of Baretti, an eminent 
author and linguist of the last century, he writes 
with play&lness : — 

"The blockhead had no just conception of 
things on shipboard, when be asserted that it is 
impossible to erect chateaux en Espagne there ; 
nothing more untrue ! Your air-builder needs 
only to lean, bead in hand, on his elbow, and 
to gaze out of the cabin-windows on the foam of 
the ship's rapid way through the water, and he 
has room and verge enough for his brightest ima- 
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ginings. That the mtemipUons of sea-life aie 
provokingly destnicUve of his edifices, I am bound 
to admit. I had engaged myself, three hours 
from sun-rise this morning, in foiming a perfect 

elysium, with my own M for the presiding 

goddess, when the villain steward spoiled all hy 
announcing that < breakfast was ready.' " 

On another occasion — 

" I fell into one of my usual reveries, and with 
eyes still fixed on the heavens in their splendour 
of Bun-setting, became totally insenuble to the 
change that was passing over them. The twilight 
had long ceased, and all grew dark and gloomy, 
except where the sea broke into silver flakes about 
the vessel's path, and harmless lightning played 
at intervals on the horizon ; but iancy held her 
sway over me unchecked throughout At last 
the -air-castle was demolished by a rode urcUn, 
who squeaked enquiry * whether I chose that the 
svringing-lamp over the cabin-table should be 
lighted ?' " 

The castaway's intention of becoming a prac- 
titioner in Jamaica or Demerara is altered by the 
death of his late commander, which " renders it 
almost necessary for me to return to Liverpool 
with the papers relative to our disastrous voyage, 
These, fit>m obvious causes, will- be of peculiar 
intricacy, even if the salvage claims are setded 
without an appeal to the high court of Denmark. 
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In England a new scene of trouble and fatij^e 
must commence — from the h^rs of poor Booth 
and the deceased sailors, from the owners and 
underwriters of the ship." 

He has an attack of fever in Ste. Croix, mode- 
rate but protracted hy bis anxieties. 

" Jnne 17th. Shall take a rojage to Tortola in 
a day or two, and the sea-air will restore mj 
vigour again." 

Our wann-hearted Mend experiences the iate 
of Ulysses : 

*' Heertfi/iuTai ivpu grwru 

About the close of June, lord Hobart's decla- 
ration of hostilities finds him on the eve of em- 
barking at Tortola for a passage home, and the 
i^eot immediately forbids his incurring the risk 
of being captured with the documents of the 
voyage in his charge. 

" I returned therefore to Ste. Croix in hopes 
of passing unmolested in a neutral vessel, and 
thought myself highly fortunate in finding a 
Danish ship bound to Copenhagen, the captain 
of which engaged to land passengers at Dart- 
mouth on his way up the channel. Dartmouth ! 
how my heart bounded at the thought of its being 

so near shire. Dartmouth ! why the direct 

route thence to Liverpool passes my own M ■ -'s 
dwelling," 
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With a mind cheered by the early prospect of 
departure, he attempts to diversify the scene by 
an evening's ride on horseback ; and meets with 
an accident while exploring " the interior of this 
beautiful island. About four miles fiom Chris- 
tiansted, my charger made a fidse step, and not 
being nimble enough to diseng^^ myself, we 
came down together, rolling one over other for 
some little distance in the auiiable manner of 
Gmenwicb-hill. But I recollected the fable of the 
two pitchers, and heartily wished my unwieldy 
companion a wider berth. A hospitable Irish 
planter, to whose estate I was conveyed, instantly 
laid me abed, and procured attendance from one 
of my own calling, who, after examining me from 
head to heel, assured my kind host of what I had 
before certified him, — that my bones were all 
entire, but that I was bruised to a mere jelly. 
The greatest attentions were shown me, two ser- 
vants at hand constantly robbing in embrocations, 
a pdnM discipline, but absolutely necessary in 
such cases ; — indeed Bolua left orders to imust on 
it, should I demur, but the danger of mortification 
from bruises in a hot climate ensured my submis* 
aion. My own pain and th«r solicitude would not 
allow of much sleep, and the caudles, jellies, 
soups, gruels, an unctuous miscellany sent hourly 
into my chamber, had kept me awake with laughter, 
could my ribs have endured tite shaking. To 
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give a touch of embellishment to this adreDtare, 
though it may not be in perfect keeping with all 
that I have said above. ' The benevolent kind- 
ness of his host, and the amiable attentions of a 
lovely daughter, made such impression on the 
invalid's softer feelings, that' — and so on in the 
style of all erotic writers. This, it must be 
owned, would add greatly to the effect of my 
narrative, but alas then for poor veracity ! Ilie 
worthy planter, Mr. Armstrong, numbers at least 
t*vo summers less than myself; and the only 
female about him, except black servants, an old 
mulatto housekeeper, ugly as the witch of Endor ; 
though she certfunly made delicious soups. 

Spite of my generous host's entreaties I re- 
tnmed to the port, when recovered sufficiently to 
bear the moUon of a carriage, and am now able 
to walk a hundred yards without assistance." 

Another harasnng demurrage ensues. 

" July 16th. A detestable French privateer has 
lately captured a brig siuling out of this island ; 
and a report spreads that Buonaparte has ordered 
all Danish vessels to be sequestered imtil the 
court of Copenhagen shall declare openly for or 
against him. This nunour, and the conduct of 
the piratical knave, who certainly had no letters- 
of-marque against the Danes, has determined Mr. 
Dunlop, under whose direction I am, not to run 
the smallest hazard. Unless, however, the powers 
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of PaDdemonium are leagued agiunst me, this 
detantion must be the last. A fleet is appointed 
to sail with coavoy from Tortola on the 1st of 
August, a passage has been engaged for me in the 
barque Christopher of Liverpool, and with all 
the disadvantage of slow progress &om the large 
assemblage of ships, — hope points to the end of 
the following month, as the date of my gafe re- 
tara. 

Saturday, Sept 34th. We are now gently 
coasting along the Irish shore between Water- 
ford and Cork. The beautifiil appearance of the 
land, the smoothness of the water, the delightful 
sight of the surrounding fleet, altogether form a 
scene the most magnificent that nature or art 
can afford. But few — perhaps not one — feel its 
influence, every mind eagerly anticipating the 
long protracted period of oui arrival. The pas- 
sage, besides its length, has been one of the most 
unpleasant experienced by me since I devoted 
the exercise of my profession to nautical adven- 
tures. Out of two ships, the crews were taken 
just as ihey were sinking ; another is missing, and 
when last seen was showing signals of distress ; 
one of the men-of-war, our convoy, is thought to 
have foundered, having proved leaky during the 
gale, and not since been heard of. But a chance 
remcuns that she has kept behind to assist the 
merchant-vessel in danger." 



jNGoogle 



2IS VIBGIN IBIANDS. 

An odd fency Btrikes me, — to make extremes 
meet, in appending to these " Notes " & tail-piece 
by the worthy abolitionist so often quoted in this 
series. Here is an etching Irom his pencil, of the 
Bea-beach of Ste. Croix: — 

" The risihit will piobablj find (here) his gieatest amuse- 
nieni The large blushing conks and other shells which 
Bltew the beach, the corals, madrepoies, sea-fitos, and sponges 
of many definite and curiouG shapes, not to mention the 
' soldier crabs ' dressed in regimentals of purple and scarlet, 
and inhabiting ererj emptr shell the; can End, cannot foil 
to attract (he attention of the lovers of nature. Yet, it must 
be confessed, that all these rarities are nothing in compaiison 
of the fishes, the Tariet; of whose linds, and the brightness 
of their colours, arc truly surprising." 

Here is a graphic picture from the Abb6 Ray- 
nal's celebrated ' History of the European Settle- 
ments in the two Indies^ — Ste. Croix as foimd by 
a French party from St. Kitt's on their anlTal : — 

" Sur on sol d'ailleurs excellent, ils ne tiouverent qn'use 
riviere mediocre, qui coulant lentement presqu' au oiTeau 
de la mer, dans nn Urrein sans pente, n'oSroit qu'une eau 
saiunatre. Deux ou trois fontaines qu'on decouvrit dans 
I'interieDT de I'isle, suppieoient faiblement a ce de&ut. Les 
piuts ne foumisEoient que raremenl de I'eau. II folloit 
du temps pour construire des citemes. L'aii n'eUnt pas plus 
attrayant pour les nouTeaux colons. Une isle platte et 
courerte de vicuz arbres, ne pennettoit gudrea auz Tents de 
balayer les exhalaisons infectee doct ses marais epassissoient 
. r atmosphSte. II n' y aToit qu'un mojen de remedier a cet 
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iaeonTeniHit. C'etoit de brulei les toitta. Aas^tot les 
Fr&D^ois J mettent \e feu, et s'embarqueut sui leun valBseDx, 
conteinpleat de ta mer duient des mois estien, I'lDceDdie 
qn'ils aToient allume dans lisle. D^s qu'il est eleint, iU 
redescendent 4 terra." 

I am in didly expectation of quilling the Virgin 
Islands. 




I. FHdtriclalied 

3. Fori, 
a. Sprat Bolt. 
t. Ram Bh^. 
S. Mana, Soli. 
B. Banrfi Biitf. 
7. Onw'i FMi. 
S. WhiiiBorH. 
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n, Vaghllana Point. 

le. JTroUK LasooK. 

19. Conj JV>(. 

fill, irulEiutf ^oJIAmiH. 

SI. Xovnl^li. 

S9. Lang I Oburpatrrg. 
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At Sea, Sept. 18— 

Dear , The anthoiities having required my 

presence to windward, I suled from Road-barbour 
four days since in the Henry Freeling, mail-boat, 
bound through the islands to Barbados. There 
are ten of these vessels in the employ of the 
British post-office here. One of the boats passed 
us to leeward at gun-rise — her white horse at the 
main signifying that she had letters from Europe 
on board. We are now abreast the town of St. 
Eustatia, seen picturesquely ranging along the 
edge of a steep cliff, with two square-rigged ves- 
sels — one a heavy-armed Dutch corvette* — lying in 
the bay before it. Mr. Audain, the former incum- 
bent of St. George^B in Tortola, and whose colla- 
teral adventures, whUe sailing out of that island 

* Some among oui marine aitisti might study with advan- 
tage the correoloess and seaman-like tact of my yonog friend, 
N. M. Condy, Esq., of Plymouth ; I hare now before me a 

picturesque engisTing, liy Goodall, from a dedgn by , 

R.&., of an eighteen-gUD brig-of-war, with her tier of gmu 
on the lower deck ! 
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iD his own privateer, have made him so notorious, 
at present resides in this colony. 

Something akin to melancholy will steal over 
the spirits in quitting even the least agreeable 
spots, where oar st^onmiDg has been for any 
length of time. We feel all the pensivenegs of a 
maiden on her brida) mom, and yet scarce 
know why — certainly not because we view the 
change with unmixed regret. But so it fares; 
and thus when my hand was clasped, probably 
for the last time, by the worthy President, and 
his Honour Mr. Isaacs, and my old friend the 
Oxonian, Mr. Comptroller, and the Speaker of 
Assembly — whose handsome barge waited to con- 
vey me on board— and my veteran host, to whom 
1 owe so largely for the mat«riel of these unso- 
phisticated epistles ; my heart yearned for a mo- 
ment to live and die in the Virgin Islands. Then 
some ffur purveyors had made me their debtor 
for an ample sea-stock of sweet biscuits, guavas, 
and other bon-bons ; and I thought — but it 
might be vanity — that somethii^ pearl-like glis- 
tened in the eye of one pretty Creole girl as she 
bade me adieu. Another — a little dame bom 
nine summers ago on a cofiee-plantation in Para- 
maraibo, and now the infant belle of our island — 
actually averred to her mama that she felt sorrow 
at my leaving : — I shall grow altogether jealous 
sliould she regard my successor with only half 
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the like &Tour. In the kind recollections of one, 
I think a permanent niche has been secured : 
during my last days as an official in Tortola, I had 
the gratification of being present at, and in some 
way abetting, the marriage of Norab, the pretty 
Irish girl of Kelly's plantation, with a respectable 
youth, the manager of an adjoining property. 

Last Man's grief at my leaving the island was 
clamourous; they had persuaded the poor varlet 
that he -was to embark with me, and whatever 
httle pain he might at first feel at the thought of 
quitting his mudda, it speedily vanished on learn- 
ing the wonderful sights and foil trenchers they de- 
scribed to him as the enjoyments attending on my 
service. I should certainly have taken him but 
for my uncertcun prospects, and the conviction 
that any temporary comforts would only increase 
the wretchedness of his mother's cabin on his re- 
turning to it. But this of course was an item that 
had never once been set down in the poor child's 
reckoning ; so, in gay anticipation of the voyage, 
my spaniel had of late been curried with more 
than wonted attention, and the young Indian him- 
self undergone many preparatory ablutions in our 
Ganges, the lagoon. At the boat's-side Last 
Man appeared with the dog in his leash, and his 
whole wardrobe clean about him ; namely, a check 
shirt and duck trousers supporting themselves at 
the waist, like a sailor-boy's, — a second of the 
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same kiod wbicb I had given faim was held, toge- 
ther with a half-grown pullet, his only earthly 
possession save and except the clothes, under 
the arm not engaged in his office as dog-keeper. 
The poor urchin's disappointment really affected 
me, and I gave him — it matters not what— the sole 
remedy that suggested itself in his case ; although 
the Hg tears still coursed one another down his 
dusky cheek as he turned slowly away with it 
towards his mother's hoveL 

Then came Dorcas and Edgar, and Billy 
Sambo Smith, and Cudjoe ; but this last lying 
under a heinous suspicion of having degraded his 
person lately by concealing stolen mm within it, 
I was obliged to dismiss him rather coolly ; ex- 
pressing, however, just as Bums does in the case 
of another dark-faced gentleman, — my eamesl 
hope of his future amendment. On the old de- 
votee I bestowed my blessing, with some pieces 
of colonial silver coin which she promised to lay 
out in provision for her tiineral. Edgar received 
my especial charge to regard his master's inte- 
rests, to visit church duly on Sundays, and to 
keep himself from the besetting sins of this 
naughty climate : Billy Sambo I commended to 
the cow-skin. A swarm of family negroes yet re- 
mained to be dismissed by me, washers, cook and 
scullery-wench, with their issue to the third gene- 
ration ; how cordially 1 can assent, from my own 
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experience, to what has been obserred on Roman 
excess in this respect,— "the mnltitade of domestic 
slaves was itself an incnmbraQce sufficient to 
banish comfort from their booses." 

And jet to find advocates of the slave-sjstem 
in Tortola, is no more remarkable than that 
the throng of its assailants shonld unite their 
Toices in Exeter Hall. I have hitherto carefully 
refrained from giving expression to the individual 
feelings of ray island friends on this grave topic ; 
and at this date, when restraint is no longer im- 
posed, the theme had been suppressed altogether, 
but that it seems necessary to complete my 
etchings of the chartered colonist And to assign 
precedence where it is due, let me begin with 
Mr. Resident — 

" Nee viget quicqnid nmile, aut Becundum." 

His Honour is great, robed, and on the bench as 
chief justice of the islands ; but greater still when 
the social man waxes eloquent on— the real or as- 
sumed — wrongs of the planters. Hear him as a 
polemic. 

"The objection raised in limine t^funst us," 
he would say, " the shaft ever at hand to the 
neophyte archer is, that ' Slavery ia altogether 
opposed to the spirit of the Christian religion.' 
Many an onset is daily made on us under this 
himnei by assailants, who, with a candy deal of 
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courtesy, admit themselves utterly unveTsed m 
the other bearings of this stupendous subject. If 
gentlemen mean only to declare that the progress 
of human improvement, which Christianity first 
promotes, and then so nobly keeps pace with, — 
that this tends in its effects gradually to subvert 
the system ; they have found a notable truth, 
with eighteen centuries of experience to confirm 
it as such. But how heais direct ai^ument of 
this nature on the point in question ? Simply 
that our Holy Faith was first preached to a nation 
with whom bondage was a divine institute ; — it 
was received by the masters of the Helots; disse- 
minated among the bondmen of Rome. The spuit 
of Christianity adapted itself to these conditions j it 
called to a glorious liberty, yet not of this world. 
What does the apostle — it is an old tale, and bo 
also is theirs, — with Hiilemon's convert slave ? 
Release him ? no. Redeem him ? no : he sends 
him back to duty, and>his master. The Christian 
rel^on has gone on fivm that period bursting 
the slaveys chain by its influence — granted ; and 
yet there is nothing in the letter or the spirit of it 
that calls to disturb such a state by violence." 
So iar bis Honour. 

" However adverse"— our worthy divine would 

often remark, — " however adverse a state of 

bondage may prove to the fidl development of 

Christian virtue and charity, much has been done 

I. ft 
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to counteract its ill effects for which the aboli- 
tionists are slow in ^ving us credit. Their 
periods flow on in lamenting and expomng general 
deficiencies, with a cautious avoidance of all 
tangible detail. Not a word of the two bishops, 
three archdeacons, a suite of iacumbents,' stipen- 
diary chaplains, and catecbists, together with the 
Moravian, Baptist, and Wesleyan missionaries. 
And yet they say the slaves are withheld from 
religious instruction. Ah ! what are the chaplain, 
the school, the slave-scholars on the Codrington 
estate in Barbados ? What the many estabhsh- 
ments for slave as well as free instmcUon, sup- 
ported by voluntary contribution in these islands ? 
What the national and Sunday schools i — But the 
slaves are not visited on the estates 1 — and yet the 
chaplains, the catecbists, the Wesleyan brethren 
are placed purposely to visit them. The cause of 
humanity," Mr. C. would argue, "is rather im- 
paired than promoted by these suppresaons." 

" Pray sir," says the hon. William Isaacs, one 
day, rising from the perusal of anti-slavery re- 
ports sent out by the poUtical agent, — " bear a 
plain man's tale. Tortola contains about three 
thousand plantation-slaves; and how, in heaven's 
name, are these kept to the tether of their more 
than stoic endurance, the tasks and the denials 
of a worse than Egypt i By the military ? we 
have none: by a militia? our's was disbanded loag 
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ago : by an overpowering Qtimber of whites ? — nay, 
by just fifleen overseers, two proprietors and three 
attorneys. A case of what the negroes esteemed 
hardship occorred— as you know —on one of the 
estates lately, and bow was it met by them ? they 
came in a body into Road-town to complain of it. 
Does this bear out the silent sufferings, the 
dungeons, the cart-whips, — they mean cow-slcins 
— all the trappings of negro-punishment ? Sir, it 
does not promote lenity in the exercise of what- 
ever power we bold here, to have it bruited to the 
world that West India planters are destitute of the 
common sympathies of human nature [" 

That the debates in the Colonial Assembly 
should not seldom run on this engrossing topic, 
will readily be conceived. Take note of what the 
honourable member for Jose Vandyke's spoke on 
one of these : — " The results of immediate negro- 
liberation have been often painted at home in 
glowing terms, and mostly so by members of the 
Society of Friends. A Quaker proprietor of our 
island, many years ago, enJranchised his slaves at 
Longlook, now known among us as Nottingham's 
freed-people.* Would, Sir, that we could report 
their settlement in all the happiness philanthropy 
would shower upon them. But truth, says the 
Stagyrite, 'must be dearer to us than Plato even.' 

* See above at foge 113. 
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Tbey have become free indeed, but free only to 
all tbfl indolence and apatby to wbicb a tropical 
climate so fatally allures, and that tropic luzu* 
nance affords, almost spontaneously, the means 
of indulging in. We have been taunted irith 
imputing tbis to physical incapacity in an ill- 
starred race — a taunt many times disclaimed by 
us, without silencing it. But we all know from 
personal contact with the negroes rescued fix)m 
the slave-vessels, that the Creole race is much 
superior, in the scale of activity and intelligence, 
to their parent stock. The same holds good 
in regard to Nottiuf^am's people ; and if cause 
must be assigned for their admitted deficiencies, 
why not say that liberty came upon them un- 
prepared? Freedom, sir, has yet to open a norma) 
school in these islands." 

Mr. Speaker Uoyd, freshly returned from Eng- 
land, embraces an opportunity to address the 
House, before he resumes its chair : — " I should 
be unvrorthy of the position to which your suf- 
frage has for three sessions raised me, had I neg- 
lected to attend the Anniversary of the Anti- 
Slavery Society, held during my recent stay in 
the metropohs. I heard there," he went on, " that 
we, the island legislators^ have done nothing — (this 
was true of Tortola, at least). Ah ! sir, but what 
is the admission of slave-evidence in Dominique, 
Grenada, SL Vincent's, St Kitt's and Tobago i 
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What tiie revised and ameliorated slave-code in 
BO many islands ? The meeting was certified that 
the negroes general); are at the sole mercy of 
their lords; where then are the 'protectors of 
slaves ?' That the dearest ties may be severed at 
the master's will ; yet the ' order in council ' 
makes removing them &om their native soil felony ? 
It was urged on ub, that misery and want were 
fast thinning their numbers ; I had held this attri- 
butable to their own licentious habits only : that 
the planters, if they dared, would yawn, shark- 
like, for fresh importations ; — and yet the legisla- 
ture of Jamaica petitioned thrice that the slave- 
trade should cease, a boon not granted to them — 
because the interests of Liverpool would be se- 
riously affected by it ! 

"One, seemingly the hermit of this new cru- 
sade," continued Mr. L., " now rose to treat more 
closely on the social condition of our slaves. 
I declare, sir, on the honour of a Cambrian, that 
the atrocities depicted by him flitted before me, 
in a traui like Banquo's, far more palpably than 
ever in the clear sky of the tropics; and yet from 
Uie entire abeenceof a locale, aform and substance 
in them, I could readily pronoimce these as 
not gathered in the heat of it. How else had 
we been informed, as a damning fact, of labour 
over-exacted from the fainting serfe, and that in 
tuch a climate f Was the eloquent forensic aware 
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that neg^es invarialily ply their task most cheer- 
fully, when the sun flares out on them at his 
hottest f We know that they do so ! Sir, these 
advocates afford no data of time and plaqp to 
grapple with, in their vague geoeralitiea ; they 
stand, safe from rejoinder, behind the all-per- 
vading array of their very ignorance of us — re- 
calcitrant undique tuti /" (Hear). 

The debate was brought to a close by the 
learned counsel whose eloquence at the missionary 
meeting has been noticed above : I have space for 
his peroration only ; ^ven, like what precedes it, 
without pledging myself to more than a general 
conformity with his views. 

" Mr, Speaker : — The strictures just indulged 
in have not arisen, in any of ua, from an admira- 
tion of slavery. I, for one, dislike the system, 
deplore its influence, feel painiiilly its efiects. I 
would scorn to uphold the condition of our slaves, 
before even the lowest dregs of freedom at home; 
and were a meeting called to-morrow to dissemi- 
nate such views, should be ready to tender my 
poor protest there. But I object, Sir, to those 
untravelled thanes, who, musing over a fire of 
sea-coal, on West India heat and West India 
slavery, work themselves into a credence of non- 
existent miseries. I object to the same going 
forth unblushingly, to ' split the ears of the ground- 
lings ' with outpourings from such a disordered 
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fancy. I object to tbe harangues, that reek, at 
every period, of a zeal utterly without knowledge. 
I object to the obloquy — the eneei of the partiBan 
or the pious abhorrence of enthusiasm, — with 
which fair, and fair means moderate, views on 
this subject are too often met And it is my 
calm assertion— made on the warranty of many 
years' experience, that the char^ of neglect and 
ill-treatment brought so perseveringly agiunst the 
planters, is a bugbear, got up to serve the views 
of a benevolent but ill-informed party : — That the 
slave-system in our colonies, sought, continned, 
and supported by the British nation for so many 
i^es, cannot immediately and at ovce be abolished, 
without wreck of property and loss of life, both 
to the planter and to the slave. Such, Sir, are 
my humble, but deliberate opinions on this mo- 
mentous topic ; and I am not one to suppress 
them, 

' For sU the popular brealli that e'ei divided 
A name from nothing.' "* 



* Having, in the coorse of this work, given seTeral extracts 
firom tht) book of a Laa Ctxaa, eridead; disposed to see ail 
things coultur de roie, I owe it to mj friends' anticipatiana, 
and m; own impartiality, to quote what follows from a leading 
week); journal : it hai appeared while these ' Lettert ' were 
passing through the press. 

" Ever; man acquainted with tbe West Indies knows that 
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And now to letuin to the mail-boat :— 
When last in one of these craft, I lighted on 
t Tolame ntbex unwonted in such utuations,— 



the great eril undei wbicb the planters now Uboiu: u, the 
enormons price of wages which the free negro exacts, by the 
abolitioii of apprenticeship and the change in oni laws, &t 
the cultiTatiiin of the soil, and the very nnsatisfocloiy, capri- 
oioQB, and unsteady snpply of that labonr, howerer enoimoiuly 
orerpaid. The rate of wages in many of the colonies is 
double that of an English labourer, though a uegm's wants 
are eompaialively so small ; but the mischief is considei»bl; 
■ngtnented by the nncerbunty of hia labour, inasmuoh as he 
supplies it quite at his awn caprice, and according to the 
fluctuation of his temper. Sometimes he will work only two 
days in the week, and pass the rest in a kind of sensual tor- 
por ; sometimes he will abstain from work altogether, to the 
great cost of his employer, whose plantation thereby becomes 
orerran with weeds, which, growing with a tropical luxuriance 
unknown to other conntiies, will shortly gain such a firm hold 
on the soil, that the season of cnltdration and harvest will be 
entirely lost to the owner. 

"We need scarcely be called upon to point out the melan- 
choly effects npon private fortunes which this system of free 
labour, as at present exercised, is daily produdng. How 
many noble fortunes, even amongst onr nobility, have thus 
been prostrated, whose incomes bare been swept away by the 
late changes, and whose estates, instead of beiog prodnctive, 
as formerly, to the extent of several thousands per annum, 
have for the last five years not only yielded them no returns, 
but plunged them into debt ! How many private families, 
also, have been reduced to pover^ ftom these flnctoatioiis. 
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Roscoe's celebrated 'Life of Lorenzo de Medici ;' 
bat it will afford pleasure everywhere, — and 
not least so on board a vessel half manned with 
slaves, although sailing under the British war- 
pennant— to reflect that this truly classical work, 
muans Apolline dignum, was written in the town 
of Liverpool, where nothing was then heard of 
hut Guinea-men, negroes and merchancUze. The 
book had been preserved by our ship-master firom 
the wreck of his better days; — he was a naval 
lieutenant, and once held considerable property 
in his native island of Barbados, but had been 
driven into this employ by the reverses of West 
Indian affairs. I am at present with a clansman 
from above the Tweed lately engaged' — in a man- 
ner more agreeable to his northern bias — on a 
joint-stock pearl-fishery, on (he lake of Maracaibo. 
The speculation, however, turned out a losing 
one ; and they abandoned it, leaving there to the 
tender mercies of the worms, a flat-bottomed 
brigantine, built expressly for the purpose, but 



we need not here rebeane ; it would be painAil to oiu feelingt 
to do to, And a brmoh of delic&ojr towaids tbe raSererB ihem- 
■elves. It would b« eqnallj mdiinaholy to point to the large 
catalogue of distresees in the mercantile olaaseB ; whole finns 
and boases bave been tbue ioot«d np ; many of these, also, 
containing penons digtinguisbed in the fint wal^ of com- 
merce tot tbeii integrit; and opulence." 
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whose sailing qualities proved nneqaal to work- 
ing out against a strong cnrrent that constantly 
sets into the gulf. The most valuable stowage in 
his present lockers proves to be, not books, but a 
heavy bag of doubloons, the property of Messrs. 
Cavan, contractors with our government for the 
supply of commissariat stores to windward. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Tortola, Oct. 18—. 

Dear ■ This little drama of my tropical 

wandering is drawing to a close. I am again in 
Tortola, bound to-morrow for St. Thomas', in 
Lancaster Stevens' shallop, to join the British 
packet on her passage homeward^— 

m<r6cu 
'Ev »iivi yXa^vpniri, fihrni U naTpiSix yauas. 

In my last, I said we were off St. Eustatia : 
some slight notice of that island, together with 
those of Sab^ St. Bert's, and St Martin's, may 
not inaptly find place here. 

The centre of St Eustatia rises to a con- 
siderable height in the form of a truncated pyra- 
mid, veil wooded at the top, and with its circum- 
ference thickly planted with tobacco, the staple 
produce of the colony. Like most of those near it, 
the island is wholly dependent on the clouds for 
water. St Eustatia was claimed by the Dutch 
republic — who ceded their rights in it to mer- 
chants of Flusbing— so early as 1635; thirty years 
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after it fell successively into the hands of tiie 
English and French, irom which last it was re- 
stored to its right owners after the treaty of Breda. 
In 1686, this island ^ain twice changed its 
masters ; Thonihil], the British commander, pos- 
sessing himself of its defences, then held by the 
French, with scarce any loss, although the fort 
was well garrisoned, and surrotmded by a double 
palisade and deep ditch, the last crossed by a 
bridge so narrow as to admit but one abreast. 
The peace of Ryswick saw it again in the hands 
of the Dutch ; but St. Eustatia has been subject 
since, in more than one instance, to the losses and 
vicissitudes of European warfare, particularly in 
Rodney's attack already glanced at in these letters. 
The coast of Saba frowns over you to a great 
elevation in vast perpendicular masses ; and at a 
distance the island appears to be a steep round 
roch. The near approach of ships of burden is 
precluded by a belt of shoals that surrounds it : 
there is only one small bay, with sandy bottom, 
where the island crait find shelter. The shore is 
too steep to allow of landing except on the 
southern side, where on artificial path has been 
made, which however is intricate, and admits 
only one person at a time. By this path a small 
place is reached which is built in a secluded 
valley. Saba, originally a Danish possession, is 
now held by the Dutch, who cultivate indigo and 
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cotton here, and employ themselves in boat* 
building, and weaving stockings for use and sale. 
Father Labat mentions that, in his day, large 
quantities of shoes were exported from this island. 

St Bartholomew's produces a remarkable tree 
called the parotane, the branches of which grow 
downwards, then turn up again : the coast is full 
of marine trees growing in tangled lux.uriance. 
In this island breeds the star of the sea {estrella 
del mar.) There is also found here a species of 
limestone, which is carried for sale to the other 
islands. The town, Gustavia, has an excellent 
harbour, in which vessels of any size are secure 
from all winds. Half the inhabitants are Irish 
Roman Catholics, the rest French. St. Bart's 
was ceded by France to the crown of Sweden in 
1785. 

The salt lakes of St. Martin's, which abounds in 
salt-pits and saline earths, yield excellent fish and 
turtle : in the woods wild hogs and wood-pigeoHs 
are numerous. Here is found the candle-tree, 
splinters of which, when lighted, emit a fragrant 
odour. The tobacco of this island, its staple 
commodity, is reckoned the best grown in the 
Antilles. The town, Phillisburg, situated on the 
south-west side, skirts a good harboiur. The Dutch 
having ousted the original Spanish possessors of 
St Martin's, were in their turn dislodged in 1633, 
by Cadrita, Admiral of the galleons, who con- 
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structed a fort for its defence ; after a few years, 
however, it was abandoned by order from the 
Court of Madrid, as unprofitable and useless.* 

I may not pursue the details of my late cruise 
to windward. A four days' beat to Sandy Point 
in St. Kitt's, where we landed to a profiiBely hos- 
pitable breakfast at the house of a bachelor planter 
and hiB stud sister ; a run across to Nevis, and 
thence on to call, at day-break, at Montserrat, 
with a stranded bark only in its dreary-looking 
roadstead; these were followed by an agreeable 
sojourn of twenty-four hours in the handsome 
town of St. John's, Antigua. A bright afiemoon's 
sun was drawing to his downward course, as I 
sate under the charming avenue that shades the 
long street of Basseterre at Guadeloupe, gazing 
on its scene of quiet activi^. At Dominica, 
Moffat introduced me to a seat at the well-stored 
table of a sub-commissary ; where two dark 
women ot colour, whose features and bearings 
spoke out the French blood they shared, drew 
attention as they waited on us — "Elles avoient 
de beaux yeux noirs, le nez bien forme, la bouche 
mignoone, la tail 4 la main, et de grands cbe- 
veux, couleuT d'^bfine." Martinique cost me my 



* Epitomized from Thompson's tranBlation of Alcado's 
* Diciionary uf America,' the 'NouTeau Voyage' of Pere 
Labat, the Doroioiciui muisiaiiaiy, and other sources. 
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CuTa9oa hat, knocked oveiboard by the sloop's 
boom, as she reeled under the influence of a flaw 
from off those riant hills that smile on the beau- 
tiful town and bay of Sl Pierre — a black fellow, 
in a fishing-boat just astern of us, quickly secured 
it for himself. 

The toilette of a handsome Quadroon ^rl in 
St. Lucia was exposed to me — it happened thus : 
leaving my esteemed Jriends, the garrison chap- 
lain and his lady, on the Mome Fortunee, I had 
descended to the water-side to embark. My fel- 
low passenger, a young American, and the master 
of our sloop had been dining at the only tavern in 
Castries ; and on joining them, I wished to bathe 
my wrists and forehead, a luxury those who have 
climbed the Mome at noon-tide will ftdly appre- 
ciate. So they showed me into what seemed Ihe 
pretty Quadroon's dormitory, strewed about with 
a whole wardrobe in disarray. What store of 
Madras coifs with their many rainbow hues ! — of 
white and gayer dresses, fitted to her wear after 
the fashion of that primitive modiste here, the 
tropic breeze — and then how redolent the apart- 
ment of perfiune ! But beauty is of no caste, and 
let me have respect unto her sanctuary. 

I found a pendant at Barbados, for the books 
noticed in lieutenant Chrichlow's cabin. A clerk 
in the commissariat office would meet me at the 
residence of bis brotiier, the master of the Henry 
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Feeeling, and show an attention which — in ibe 
presence of " ladye-fair," and report said an 
heiress also, — might have been omitted without 
giving umbrage to any. But — to unravel lie 
mystery at once, — the youth had the cacoSthes 
scribendi strong upon him, and longed to court 
public applause as an author. With some com- 
plimentary remarks by no means warranted, his 
essays were submitted to my perusal, in order to 
elicit how far my opinion of tbem might assist 
bim willi the island Lintot. Distractions of no 
pleasing nature hindered anything beyond a cur- 
sory glance over his pages. " The Literary 
Pirate " as my fiiend had designated the work- 
appeared to be a collection of original matter for 
an insular periodical, evidently effusions of the 
commisario-literati. Indeed the etchings of mili- 
tary adventure given in the manuscript — and 
these largely predominated — seemed the writers' 
labour of love, and in which their hands were most 
practised. The stories of the tender passion — X 
fear the e<Utor's own — were such aa no critic could 
honestly commend. He had forgotten hie great 
master and compatriot altogether, and brought a 
"prentice hand" only to the delineation of love and 
beauty. And yet, a few steps to the right, as you 
cross the bridge over the careiu^ in Bridgetown, 

dwell the sisters W tt, a binary constellation 

that — it is the highest tribute I can render, — might 
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Bhine in the same hemisphere with the lovely 
Lauretta MaghaSns. 



A CONTRIBUTION. 

Odi Tillage -queen she beois no atate ; 

No mounted Icnights attend her; 
Her brow is unclouded by care or hate — 

Wliat are the signs of her splendour f 
Tbnt enduring smile which shines 

Round bet, like a. brilliant gem, 
Choicest in a thousand mines ; — 

Snch is her natural diadem ! 

But there came a. thought of the loTelier dead, 

When out fillage-maids enthroned her; 
And an infant herald lisping read 

The title b; which we owned bet ; 
And B pearly tear of regret feB down 

On the damsel's cbeek who bore it, 
M she looked with pain on onr rustic crown. 

And sighed for the lut who wore it. 



On retunung the papers, I ventured to call his 
attrition to a tale that, well told, could not prove 

other than an affecting one. The Btu'on D js, 

an ensign in the second West India regiment, 
*' the only son of his mother, and she a widow," 
after running a brief career of dissipation here, 
and in the metropolis, had put a period to his ex- 
istence at a sfaooting-galler; in the Haymarket 



jNGoogle 



24S TIBOIN ISLANDS. 

I had seen him at Betsey Austin's* on iny first 
visit, and learned subsequently, with mingled 
emotions, that she had proved his only friend 
when incarcerated for debt in Bridge-town. — But 
here I am at Mistress M'Claverty's tarem in 
Sandy-bay, watching the turtles playing about 
in a preserve beneath my window. 

That maelstrom of speculation in which the good 
bark, Individual Credit, has been so tossed and 
buffeted with you — threatens, in its extreme 
whirlings, to affect us even. There is aliule spe- 
culator here, whose own sorry fortunes seem unre- 
gretted and forgotten in the conception of vast 
designs for Tortola. One of these applies to the 
legend respecting Norman's islet already glanced 
at. This tale, the day-dream of some antient con- 
coctOT, — the Poyfus secretary of his time,^and 
uninterestedly devised to enhance the value of 
an otherwise barren possession, may run nearly 
thus : — Norman, a bucanier, separating himself 
from his associates then in force at Anegada, had 
settled, with his portion of the general booty, on 
this key. The exclusive claims of Spain to the 
whole of America, insidar and continental, had 

' A ireqneiit victor at Betsey's about Uiis time was 
capttun Best, I believe a. native of Barbados, and bolding 
considenible estates there, — wbo liae acquired an nnesviable 
notorielj as the avenger of poor Peterson of Nevis, the tioy- 
lieutenant pistolled in hot blood by— a madmaD. 
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led, as is well known, to a war of atrocious re- 
prisals between that nation and the other Euro- 
pean adventurers. The relative position of the 
parent states in no way afi'ected this : there was 
never peace beyond the line ! The Spanish 
guarda costas continued actively engaged ; their 
orders being to sink, bum, and destroy all they 
met with. The inviolability of their treasure- 
trove was mercilessly asserted ; and this although 
it subjected themselves at times to as merciless 
retaliation. Tn a conflict of this kind Norman 
and his followers perished,— not, however, until 
they bad deposited their hoard in that common 
strong box, the earth. These premises our friend 
holds as incontrovertible, the where alone remain- 
ing. But as the bucanier's key presents no large 
superficies ; and its iron-stone formation being not 
more indurate than iron-stone generally, and blast- 
ing cheaply performed in the depreciation of 
gunpowder; the Norman's island treasure com- 
pany—as proved in the voluminous folios of a 
prospectus— cannot fail to bring ample returns for 
the capital requisite to follow out the adventure. 

But our little iriend's grandest device — that par 
eminence to heap wealth on the lucky share- 
holders—is a line of transatlantic steamers to con- 
vey the West India mails. That a steam com- 
munication between these colonies and the mother 
country will be some day attempted is very pro- 
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bable ; yet however sncceBsfbl it may prove in s 
nautical view, — though they may not succeed 
altogether here perhaps— in the article of returns 
it will-most assuredly be a ruinous failure; al- 
though this is setting at defiance all the calcola- 
tions of our nascent sharebroker. 

If ever in the march of mind, a collegiate 
foundation, with fellowships limited to under- 
lalcer's kin, should find site at Dead-chest, let 
them be forewarned against adopting the statute— 

Sddolanis |in: tibttatnn otioai nun obm^rt" 
Itnt ; nttpu in pUttis, attt pttiilico iota, neu in 
qtuSritiio opttS VtnnilesB Sencfi ut tatilgo botant, 
ant apvS artifftnm ofScfnas stantes ant comma* 
rantes coniivicianttn:. 

For how, unless by peering and prying into the 
odd nooks and comers of a bye locality ; laying 
myself out to glean facts 

" Iq pistriniB, iu culiniE," 

should I have produced — a tome of surpassing in- 
terest—these Incidentt of a Sesidence in the Virgin 
Itlanda f Bnt to come back again to the reali- 
ties passing about me. 

An interesting yonng couple (rom St. Thomas', 
here on a similar expedition to that Karl Hantz 
and the Irish drum-major's daughter came upon, 
have just sailed away agaiu. Pretty Leischen ! 
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methinks I see the bride now, an sbe stood at the 
aitar in our island-sanctuary. What a bland 
lighting up of the eye, not rising into an actual 
smile, whilst Giuseppe — the bridegroom was a 
Genoese — vainly essayed to fix, initsjust poaition, 
the mystic ring ! A careless obserrer would have 
said there was display of the little taper fingers he 
puzzled himself among: their symmetry might 
be blamed for it ; nothing whatever else. Then a 
shade -of graver feehng would pass over her fine 
countenance, and justiy so ; — when woman's love 
intrusts her all to a heart of which she hath viewed 
but the sunny side, il is very meet to he grave. 
This has been one out of many instances of like 
resort to our island by all classes, save only those 
of the Moravian setUement at St. John's, which I 
regret being unable now to visit. 

I joined onr new incumbent the other day in a 
visit across the sound to Salt key;* and, in all my 
range through these wild islands, Have never wit- 
nessed nature in more rugged features. As we 
guned the islet, its southern point threw out a 
rocky mole which broke the swell setting in firim the 
Caribbean, that, in its last heavings, washed a cove 
formed within the head. I^anding here we walked 

■ It ma; be lematked of the keys between Salt and the 
Bound-rock passage, lliat Coopei'i of the Admiralty chart is 
'Ginger' on that pnMisIied with Thompson's Aleedo, and 
rice yeni. 

N 
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over some fine shiiigle towards (he little kraal, 
now perceptible along its ma^D. Thecabinewere 
hardly more than ten in number, and half of these 
seemed better adapted for housing boats or fish- 
ing-gear, than for the abode of human beings. 
We passed one where a large turtle, just caught, 
was lying quietly on its back : they expected to 
find a purchaser in the next packet. Behind, 
a sandy plain crossed the islet in an angular 
direction, the salt ponds, whence it derives its 
name, being at the extremity of it on the opporate 
coast, and intercepted from our view by one of 
the ridges that appear on each side, like the 
paddle-boxes of a steamer. That to the south, 
however, rises in a lofty pyramidal form, that 
might not inaptly claim for it the name of loot's 
wife. The old patriarch, who has tenanted this 
barren spot for well nigh three generations, assured 
us that he managed his amphibious little horde 
tolerably well; they were indigent, which kept 
away litigation, and that kept them peaceable. 
Of the style of dress prevmling among the icthy- 
ophagi of Salt key much could not be said, — the 
men kind were ragged as colts, and their un- 
bodiced spouses, though apparently in holiday 
attire, quite slatterns enough to keep them in 
countenance. But the babies — and how preco- 
cious is infant life in this sunny clime ! — seemed to 
crow in veiy exultation at their unwonted finery. 
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The Mstorian of the ' Decline and Fall ' has 
given, in our language, an immortal &me to " the 
wretched village of Sasima, without water, 
without verdure, without society, situate at the 
junction of three highways, and frequented only 
by the incessant passage of rude and clamourous 
waggoners." Adieu, my amiable fnend, — it was 
Mr. Hale I apostrophised, — longum rale ! and 
may the peace of heaven attend your isolated 
labours ; happy if, in on exile not altogether un- 
like Sasima, you be seen, without assuming to the 

talents, emulating the virtues of Gregory 

Nazianzen. 



While this sheet was paaaing through the pi«ss, I have 
leamed, widi UDcere regret, the earlj demise of m; accom- 
plished predecessot in a Dead; similar walk, Ibe late Henr; 
NelsoD Coleridge, barriatei-at-law, author of * Six Month* in 
the WatltidUi.' 
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St. TTiomai, Oct. 18—. 

Db<ib The scene which met my 6rst glance 

over the haven of St. Thomas' is ag^n before me, 
only changed into the broad glare of mid-day. 

Onr vessel's long roll, as she glided quietly on 
before the trade-wind, with the ridge of Sab& 
dipping into the horizon behind, had rocked me 
asleep, as a nurse would her infant. The sea 
hardly rippled as laving the plank that separated 
us : — the quiet, but bright wakeful stars, seemed 
as emulously peering though the skylight above : 
nothing broke the still night-watch, but only the 
bulk-heads with their monotonous creak, as com- 
plaining that tkey were not at rest. At morning 
all were gone ; and in their stead, the bustle of 
land and human life — it was a stirring scene ! 
Between an almost continuous amphitheatre of 
mountains, that girt in the placid lake on which 
we floated, seemed gathered together a sea 
Babel of flags, and nations, and langut^es ; — it 
grew into matter for wonder, how our vessel could 
have threaded her way through the dense crowd. 
Not that the shipping lay touching each other, 
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stem on, at a long line of wharf ; or in the equally 
onpictureBque tiera of our river ports ; — here each 
one swung free in her little tideless orbit, — an 
orrery of commerce and her satellites. In-sbore 
of them, the smaller craft, droguers and island 
ressels, — Dane, Swede, IBpanisb, Dutch and Bri- 
tish, lay yet more thickly clustered to within pis- 
tol-shot of the strand. Upwards &om this, re- 
ceding as it rose, the white-tronted, red-roofed 
town glared a dull contrast with the eternal hills 
above, bright in the exclusive enjoyment of sun- 
rise. Beacon, sugar-mill, fort — each after other 
catches the descending ra; : — streamers of every 
hue are preparing to welcome his dip into the 
yet sleepy waters. All this occurs in less time 
than has been occupied in telling it ; and long 
after the whole amphibious race of every shade 
— from the fair-haired northman to 
" Afric's duskiest son " — 

have begun plying their respective labours. Flags, 
quickly raised and lowered agun on a height to 
seaward, indicate what is visible ia the offing. 
There, a boat from the corvette lying abreast the 
entrance — her unbleached sails shaken loose to 
dry, — glides quickly to the landing-place near the 
town fort i the measured rock of her oars rever- 
berated from the cliffs above : here, a noisy chorus 
of black watermen are towing a deep-laden long 
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boat, belonfpng to some stately aigosie, the ' Vrow 
R(mje ' of Bremen or Altona. And tliis is the 
hatbour which Dampier, who calls it Porto Franco, 
denounces as being, in bis time, only a receptacle 
for pirates ! 

Here we have f^ain a passage from the abbe 
Raynal's work, nearly to the same effect : — 

" Avec un si iaible culture, Saint Thomas 
n'auroit jamais eu de ckXhhnik. Mais la mer y 
a crens^ un port excellent, qui pent mettre en 
surete cinquant« vaisseaox. Un avantage si 
pr^cieux le fit frequenter par les flibustiers Anglois 
et Francois, que vouloient soustraire le fruit de 
leurs rapines, anx droits qu'on exigeoit d'eux 
dans les ^tablissements de leur nation. Les 
corsaires qui avoient iail leurs prises trop bas, 
pour les Eaire remonter aux iles du rent, les 
venoient vendre k celle de Saint Thomas. Elle 
etoit I'asyle de tous les b&timents marchands qui 
poursuivis en temps de guerre y trouvoient un port 
neulre. C ^toit I'eiitrepot de tous les ^changes 
que les peuplds voisins n'amxiient pu faire ailleurs 
avec autant d'aisance et de s(trete. C'est de la 
qu'on expgdioit tons les jours des bateaux riche- 
ment charges pour un commerce clandestin avec 
les cdtes Espagnols, d'ou I'on rapportoit beauconp 
de m6taux et de marcbandises precieuses. Saint 
Thomas 6tait eiifin une place ou se faisoieut des 
marches trds importanls." 
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St. Thoinas', nov wholly under the Daiiish 
rule, was formeily held in part by colonists fiom 
the duchy of firandenburgh. Bat what hare I to 
do with Malta Bran, or Osholm ' Sur titat det 
Antilles Danoitesf Suffice that, after the lerolt 
in Uayti, the population of this island was lately 
increased by French refugees, most of whom set- 
tied in the southern, or — as still called — Branden- 
burgb quarter of the town. It is separate from 
the rest by an area of some extent, which, being 
left open on the demolition of the slave-factory 
here, forms now a market-place for the sale of 
provisions raised by the negroes, and sold on 
theb own account. The numerous fires which 
hare of late occurred ; so frequent indeed that 
they bare been generally attributed to incendiaries, 
— although hitherto the parties have eluded de- 
tecUon ; — these have afforded melancholy op- 
portunity for enlarging the space of this area. 
Indeed misfortune in one guise or other appears 
to bare made her dwelling of old at St Thomas'. 
We find toud complaints of malvereation and con- 
sequent decay made under its former governors, 
the Danish West India Company. Their charter 
was bought, and the island transfened into the 
hands of royalty under Frederick V. At this 
date the whole northern range, which runs nearly 
, parallel with the beach, — including the Lutheran 
church, and the whole suite of fiscal offices at the 
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bock of (he gOTernmeDt whaif, are again a black 
masa of ruins ; tbis accounts for tbe preponderance 
of mercbants' stores tbat bave fire-proof walls and 
doors to tbem, altbougb tbe town is built on a soil 
affording indifferent foundation. The ostensible 
suppression of tbe Danish slave-trade in 1603, gave 
a teinporaiy check to this colony, but soon after we 
find St. Thomas' floorishing as a neutral port, and 
resort for privateers. Of late years commerce 
irom the Spanish main, as already observed, has 
fotuid an entrepot at this island, — the trade is 
now gradually returning to its former channel. 
Tbe equipment of Spanish and other vessels for 
the Airican coast, goes on to a great extent, — and 
the old bucanier, whose ghost, say they, baunts 
his former round on the dark key opposite, might 
look down with a scowl of envy at the license 
afforded to their nefarious traffic. 

*' It is refreshing," says Joseph John Gumey, 
adverting to this, " to turn from the obliquity and 
corruption of men, to the channs of sceneiy, and 
the rarities of nature. Both these are to be 
found in St. Thomas'. Some of our early morn- 
ings were passed in scaling the hills in several 
directions on horseback ; and the views which we 
obtained of the harbour, the town and shipping, 
under various aspects, with the wild country 
arotuid them, were enchanting. From the top of 
the heights to the north of tbe town, the sea, with 
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its Qumerous inlets and rocky keys, is visible on 
both sides ; and a ride of a few miles to the east- 
ward, brings you suddenly to a near view of St 
John's, Tortola, Josd Vandyke and other pic- 
turesque islands, with wooded mountains in the 
foreground, and ocean rolling betweeu. But per- 
haps the greatest object of curiosity in this island 
is a pro^gious specimen of the Bombax Seva, 
or silk-cotton tree, which grows about two miles 
to the westward of the town. This tree, which 
bears a light foliage and pods Aill of silky cotton 
(suitable we are told for the manufacture of hats) 
loses its leaves once in the year. In the present 
instance it was quite bare — its trunk about fifty 
feet in circumference, of a contorted shape, with 
high, thin battlements or projections — its vast 
branches spreading to a great distance at right an- 
gles with the trunk, and shooting out others nearly 
at right angles with themselves — some parts of it 
encumbered with enormoas knots. This tree is 
ofAirican descent; the specimen now described 
may fairly be called a vegetable monster. We 
were amused by observing upon it the works of a 
species of ant, called the wood-louse. The cen- 
tral city of these little creatures occupied a fork 
formed by two of the branches; and from this 
point, streets or avenues were seen diverging over 
the tree in every direction, all teeming with a 
busy population." 
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Butdj»r0p()*ofthe8lave-trades^;ain. Itisknown 
to few perhaps that an affectiag incident in Michael 
Scott's novel of ' Tom Cringle't Log' — the dying 
Spaniard and his child — has no distant parallel 
in the dreadfiil catastrophe of the ship T%omag, 
M'Quay master, a Liverpool Gntnea-man on the 
middle passage and bound to Barbados in 1797. 
In October of that year, there drifted on shore 
on the north-east coast of that island a boat with 
two men and a boy in her : they were the only 
surrirorsof the ill-fated slaver. 

The captain had instructed his male slaves in 
the use of fire-arms, in order to their assistance in 
reptilsing the attacks of any French privateers 
they might fall in with, the slave-coast being at 
that time much infested with them. Instead of 
adding to his means of defence, it occasioned the 
total loss of the vessel. On the 2nd of September, 
early in the morning, about two hundred of the 
slaves, having secured posseesion of the ammuni- 
tion chest, appeared suddenly upon deck, and 
began firing on the ship's crew. Some fell, others 
in their ^smay leaped overboard, others cut away 
a boat lashed to the davits astern, and escaped 
into her through the cabin windows. Meantime 
M'Quay, with the rest of his people, sought to 
quell the insurgents, by discharging the cabin 
musketry among them ; and seeing some on the 
point of deserting him, remonstrated so warmly. 
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that the; were indaced through shame to retam. 
Soon after, however, finding that all was lost, 
twelve of them again secured the boat and quitted 
the vessel. 

Escaped the ferocity of the negroes, they now 
became a prey to the winds and waves— > to hun- 
ger and thirst ; which last were after a few days 
providentially relieved by the capture of a small 
turtle, taken while floating asleep on the water. 
This supply exhausted, they soaked their shoes 
and two hairy caps, which were iaithiiilly appor- 
tioned among the whole number. But day after 
day passed, 

"And jou might see 
The longings of the cannibal tuise 
(Although Uiey ipoke not) in thdt wolfish eyes." 

The fatal resolve taken, they cast lots, and the 
victim resigned his life with manly fortitude, but 
solicited that he might be bled to death, the sur- 
geon being in the boat, and having his case of 
instruments with him. The operator applied his 
parched lips to the vein and drank from it, while 
the rest impatiently watched the death-sigh. All 
partaking of theAtrean banquet speedily perished 
ra^^g mad ; and those that remained attribute the 
preservation of their lives to having rejected follow- 
ing the example of their fellow sufferers. Indeed 
they assert to having refused risking their lives to 
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the cliance of a straw ; but, tbe majority having 
determined it, were not allowed to remain exempt. 

On tbe lOtb inst — being the thirty-eighth day 
— the lonely voyagers descried the shore, but, 
baring no helm to steer the boat by, their ex- 
hausted spirits became broken, and they resigned 
themselves to death. That Providence, however, 
whose gracious hand was now stretched to save 
them, became their helm and guide to where 
they would be. But, when approached the shores, 
worn-out nature hardly afforded strength to quit 
the boat; the boy falling into the surf, and unable 
to make an effort, was drowned. 

The remnant of tbe woe-begone twelve, with 
great exertion, crawled on their bellies lo tbe 
mouth of Joe's river, where they slaked their 
thirst, and being discovered by a person on. 
Hayne'a estate, received from him the assistance 
such extreme distress needed. But, bearing that 
some men of colour were making off with the 
boat, he consigned them to the charge of an 
indigent shoemaker near, from whom also tbey 
experienced all the attentions that his limited 
resources permitted. — I have said that the flock 
of Israel fold thickly in St. Thomas'. 

During his short slay here, the charms of a fair 
Jewess have made no bttle impression on an in- 
valid officer of the 35th regt., passenger with 
us : he will not soon forget her sad tale. £sther 
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G ^t's dark melancholy beauty drev increased 

interest from all who knew the cause of her sonx)w ; 
■ — the hand being engaged where her heart heat 
not in unison. She vras of a high tnbe — and her 
mother a zealot for the law, while the favoured 
suitor could trace his descent from Simeon only, 
" the scattered in Israel." Is regard always paid 
to this matter P A wealthy Grerman, settled at 
Caraccas, bad sought and ohtiUDed her parent's 
approval ; not bo the daughter's love, — and with 
all her kindred vivacity, glancing through the 
warm but more tranquil features of the chmate 
into which it had been transplanted, the fair vic- 
tim would declaim against her prospective union 
with the elderly merchant. They might deck her 
bridal feast never so g^Iy, make her the Christian 
(^e of St. Thomas', hut she could not, would 
not survive it, — 

" Nn'beiidi tempore in ipso, 
Hoslia concideret mactatu mtEsb psrentis.'' 

Mention of foreign Jews recalls an incident 
which— having undertaken to write " a plain un- 
varnished tale," without let or bias any way, — 
ought not (o have escaped me when it occurred : 
this was the interment of a negro slave, the pro- 
perty while living of Hetro , a rich Italian of 

the dispersed tribes, resident in Tortola. It in- 
troduced me, some months f^o, to his place of 
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abode there, a crazy, wooden, unpaiated tene- 
ment, that stood out in sombre discord with the 
riant luxuriance roond, while (he base of Sage 
mountain— ita precipitous crags shrouded in clus- 
tering evergreens — towered up, a glorious back- 
ground. The interior of this dwelling of avaricious 
penmy rendered the contrast yet more striking : 
its iumishing was wretched in the extreme. But 
although long wear and neglect had done their 
work here also, the qu^t fashion of those shattered 
meubles, — their rare inlayings, curious devices 
and massive proportions, all spoke to a high ori- 
ginal value. The owner of them, an antient 
trafficker, whose dark keen glance betokened the 
yet unquenched spirit within him, moved towards 
roe from where he occupied a tall-backed ebony 
chair with morocco covering, the long-faded gilt 
on which might have shone, when new, in the 
Escurial. A cabinet, wrought of the bois immortel, 
its doors thickly inlaid with brass and ivo^, stood 
on one side of the apartment, and opposite, an 
open side-board resting on grotesque figures that 
supported a slab of Carrara marble, split and 
chipped into ruggedness. Cracked vases with 
embossings of classic design — an antique escm- 
toire — a large Chinese screen in the last stage 
of decay, a rickety sofa with its damask envelope 
rent and sordid, — specimens of antient hre-arms, 
a rusty petronel, a broken donderbus of the Dutch. 
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bucaniers — an Indian tomahawk, a Malay crese — 
the long bambo tube of a tobacco-pipe with meer- 
schaum bowls to attach, — a tamished mirror ; and 
lastly — somewhat out of place here — a coarse 
painting of the Madonna, with one eye obliterated, 
composed the miscellaneous whole. The absence 
of anything wroi^ht in precious metal, confirm- 
ed whisperings that Pietro follows out a lucrative 
theory of fusion, which has, in more than one 
instance, procured him the honour of appearing 
before our island justices. The other goods were, 
for the most part, of Spanish manufacture ; pen- 
ny worths acquired in barter with the wreckers of 
Anegada. 

These matters had hardly found notice from 
me, but for the burial jnst noticed. I have sud 
that the decencies of life are not enough re- 
garded at Tortola ; in this case the decencies of 
death were scarce respected at all. A httle re- 
move iix)m behind the dwelling, — a littie clearance 
in the green thicket, — a little scooping out of the 
humid soil, — a few rough boards clumsily knocked 
together, and none to ape an unfelt grief, reminded 
me ( in the haste of reporting it seems other- 
wise elsewhere) that the ' protector of slaves ' is an 
officer not yet appointed with us. 

VVlien the dwelling of this alchymist, with its 
once costly baubles, shall perish in the last gene- 
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ral mreckf may the dishonoured sleeper wake up, 
in body and spirit, to an eternal freedom ! 

I bare found among the papers of the poetic 
slave-surgeon — who fell a victim to this baleM 
climate a few years subsequent to tlie date of hia 
journal — a remark so applicable, I fear, to these 
missives, that there needs no apology for my 
quoting it here ; wellnigh at the close of them. 
" Events described in the hurry of business, and 
while warm enough on the mind to appear inte- 
resting to one engaged in them, may become com- 
mon-place, Mvolous and dull, when the poli^ of 
novelty is worn off; unlike, in this respect, the 
ever fresh charms of nature, that grow only the 
more mellowed and beautiful by distance." 
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LETTER XXI. 

At Sea, Nov. 18—. 

Dear , Three weeks nnce, just before 

nightfall, having received the last mtuU by a dis- 
patch-boat froni La Guira, H. M. brig Frolic 
weighed from St. Thomas'. 

The schooner had hardly anchored, when the 
boom of a brass nine-pounder, and the loosened 
fore-topsail, scarce seen in the fast waning twilight, 
announced that we were for England. Presently 
afier an officer brought alongi^de the Danish 
letter-bag, making his approach with difficulty 
through a shoal of boats that thronged about the 
parting vessel. We had now on board twenty- 
nine moils, made up by the respective postmas- 
ters on Ihe main, and at the idands to wind- 
ward; and two canvas bags with letters from a 
regiment at Trinidad and a ship of war refitting at 
English harbour in Antigua, the naval dock-yard 
of the British Antilles. 

The skiffs hanging about the brig belonged 
principally to women of colour, rowed by their 
own slaves. Hark to that Meestize with a brown 
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linen-flasket on her lap !— she is a laundress, and 
vociferates for free access to the side on tbe plea 
of bringing " Massa Captain him shirt :" — a brace 
of milk- sellers are rating their boatman in no 
gentle terms for having slipped from bis berth 
to give her place. In all this, the brig has been 
slowing drawing towards the harbour's mouth, 
the boats one by one dropping astern as her w&j 
throngfa the water quickens. The last qnita its as 
the vessel passes a battery displaying its flag in 
answer to ours; and we have bade adieu to St. 
Thomas'. All hands were engaged on deck long 
after dark in stowing the chain cable, no more 
wanted on this side the Atlantic j — while a silvery 
line, as the huge body threw up furrows in her 
wake, would sparkle and disappear again in tran- 
sient brightness, like human life on the waters of 
eternity, 

Tbe forked peak of the Caraval, or SaU-rock, 
blanched with an ever-renewed coating of ordure 
from tbe sea birds — Nature's own copyholders — 
that tenant it, was looming abreast of us through 
tbe haze, as we hauled up to the northward. The 
passage through which we were now running — 
or rather that part of it which washes the east end 
of San Juan Porto-Rico — is memorable for the 
death-scene of one among our antient maritime 
worthies. Sir John Hawkins, who, originating 
the African slave-trade, has escaped much of the 
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obloquy his example has entailed on those follow- 
ing in the same track, breathed his last in this 
strait, on the night of November the 12tb, 1595, 
surroimded by Drake and others, his companioBS 
in adventure, men whose fame is undying. And 
bravely they earned it. When 1 looked at the 
massive but buoyant Frolic, the heavy spars, the 
sqaare-headed sails, the broad deck, the roomy 
boats, the ponderous guns within and anchors 
without, that surrounded me ; in short, viewed 
oar stout brig-of-war, herself a pigmy luu tfy niiK 
uva, how not admire the daring of these old sea- 
rovers, who, in their little galleys and pinnaces of 
some eighty or a hundred tons burden, learned to 
brave the storms of every sea and climate 1 St. 
Nicholas ! but they were dauntless old fellows. 

" On the 8th of November (1595), in the morn- 
ing, being Saturday, we came to an anker vrithia 
certain broken islands called las Vtrginea, which 
have bene accounted dangerous, bnt we found 
there a very good rode, had it been for a 1000 
sails of ships in 14, 12, and 8 fadomes, f^re sand 
and good ankorage, high islands on either side, 
but no fresh water that we could find : here is 
much fish to be taken with hookes and nets ; also 
we stayed on shore and fowled. Here Sir John 
Hawkins was extreme sick, which his sickness 
began upon newes of the taking of the Francis. 
The next day wee weyed, and stoode north and 
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by east into a lesser sound, which Sir Francis in 
his barge discovered the night before, and ankored 
in IS fadoms baring hie steepe hils on either side, 
some league distant from our first riding. The 
12 la the morning we weyed and set sayle into 
the sea due south through a small streit but 
without danger, and then stode West and by 
North for S. Juan de Puerto rico, and in the af- 
temoone left the 3 small Islands called the passa- 
ges to the Southvard of as, and that night came 
up to the Eastermost end of S. John, where Sir 
John Hawkins departed this life : upon whose de- 
cease Sir Thomas Baskerril presently went into 
the Garland"* 

]f the enterprize and bravery of these English 
freebooters have been rivalled, on the same stage> 
by their successors of recent date, there has not 
been wanting — I regret to add — one copier of 
their less favourable tnuts. The incident occurs 
in ccomexion with the desert island of Sombrero, 
situate a few leagues to windward of the group we 
are quitting: it created an intense sensation at the 
period, and has conferred an evil notoriety on the 
'principal actor. 

Robert Jeffery, anative of Folperro on the south- 
east coast of Cornwall, had been impressed irom 
a privateer into H. M. eighteen-gun brig Recruit, 

* HacUnjt's Collectioo, r<A. iii. 
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commander the boDourable Warwick Lake, tn 
December, 1807, the s]oop-of-war then cruising 
in the West India seas, this youth, aged eighteen 
years, and whose original trade of a blacksmith 
had procured him the rating of armourer's mate 
on board, was detected in helping himself from 
the spruce-beer cask, — the ship's company being 
at the time on short allowance of water. He had 
previously been charged with stealing a bottle 
with rum in it from the gunner's cabin. For 
these offences he was placed, by the commander's 
orders, on what is technically called " the black 
list" 

Three days later (December 13th) towards 
nightftill, the Recruit was passing a rocky islet, 
and captain Lake learned, on inquiry from the 
sailing-master, that they were off Sombrero. The 
place noticed was uninhabited at the date of 
father Labat's voyage, and, as indeed the honour- 
able navigator ought to have very well known, 
remained no otherwise then. However this might 
be, Jeffery was sent away in a boat under charge 
of the brig's second lieutenant, and, by order of 
his tyrannical captain, abandoned on this desolate' 
spot, without shoes or other clothes save what he 
wore, and not even a biscuit for food. The offi- 
cer observing the poor fellow's feet were cut by 
the rocks, begged a pair of shoes for him from 
one oi the boat's crew, together with a knife ; and. 



jNGoogle 



266 VIBOIN ISLANDS. 

advising him lo keep a sharp look-out for vessels, 
pulled bock to the sloop. lieuL Mould's consi* 
derate kindness had also supplied the victim with a 
telegraph, in his own pocket-handkerchief and that 
of a midshipman sent with him on this dastardly 
errand. Her commander's spleen thus gratified, 
the brig filled, and made sail irom a place, hence- 
forth to become while the world lasts, a monu- 
ment to the honourable Warwick Lake's barbarity. 

He was not long in finding this out. Sir Alex- 
ander Cochrane, commander-in-chief, on the in. 
slant of the brig joining company, sent him back 
to Sombrero to bring away the man, if yet sur- 
viving; accompanying the order with a severe 
reprimand fot his inhuman conduct. On the 1 1th 
of February, the Recruit anchored off the island ; 
but their most diligent search could discover 
nothing of Jeffery, dead or alive : in fact, he had 
been preserved by almost a miracle. 

The poor fellow, thus recklessly left to perish, 
wandei-ed about for eight days, barely subsisting 
on a few limpets found adhering to the rocks, and 
slaking his thirst with the rain-water that lodged 
in their crevices. Several vessels passed, but at 
too great distance for him to hail, and bis signals 
were unobserved by them. On the morning of 
the ninlh day. Providence mercifully conducted 
the American schooner Adams to the wretched 
man's relief. From this period Jefiery and his 
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VTongs appear to have been forgotteo, until early 
in 1810, when it became known that he was jet 
alive, and exercising his handy-craA at Marble- 
head, Massachussetts, where his preservers had 
landed him. This was closely followed by a 
court-martial, held at Portsmouth, on hia late cap- 
tain, ' for abandoning a seaman of the Recruit, 
on the desert island of Sombrero j' and, being 
found guilty of the charge, the honoarable War- 
wick Lake most deservedly lost his commission. 

Jeffery'B case being still much bruited in Eng- 
land, he was taken, by order of government, on 
board His Majesty's schooner Thittle, for a pas- 
sage home, and landing at Portsmouth, received 
his discharge, and all arrears of pay due to him, 
at the Admiralty, (Oct. 23nd.) The friends of his 
late commander, to avoid the issue of a civil ac- 
tion, liberally compensated him for what he had 
undergone, and Jeffery returned to the smithy in 
his native village, a much wealthier man than 
when he left it. — Our own voyage also was not to 
pass without its tale of suffering and death. 

British adventurers beyond seas, on stating 
the necessities of their case, to our consul in . 
any foreign port, may procure themselves a pas- 
sage in the first homeward bound vessel, as dis- 
tressed subjects. One of these unfortunates who 
had been received on board tbe brig atSt Thomas', 
died yesterday evening. He appeared to be quite 
n2 
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a youth, and in the last stage of decline, bat 
having exhibited much reserve on the subject 
of his story, we only knew him as a Londoner, 
who had serred in the Columbian marine, where 
he confessed his having been harshly treated, 
and finally turned on shore where we found bim 
in his late condition. The poor lad expired 
during the first watch, and just before midnight 
the commander sent to intimate his wish that a 
clerical passenger on board would read the burial 
semce over him ; soon after I came on deck, and 
found the body already there, sewed up in a ham- 
mock, as usual, with shot attached to the feet in 
order to sink it. The brig was pitching heavily, 
being on a wind under close<reefed topsails, and 
throvt-ing up whole sheets of foam over the weather 
bow ; they had taken the main-sail off her, but 
she yet heeled so much that every passing wave 
gurgled in under the corpse, as if impatient of its 
deposit. This lay on a grating within the port 
next before the larboard gangway, and whence its 
usual occupant, an eighteen-pound carronade, 
had been withdrawn for the occasion. The people 
held on, some by the lashings of the long boat, 
whence two or three sheep were gazing on the 
dumb show beneath ; some along the mun tack 
that hung, in ite raised state, over their heads to 
leeward. A seaman, with a lantern, stood above 
the group of officers near me, on a gun under the 
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nuuD ri^ng, and another by the mast close to 
where I steadied myself, with an arm round 
the lall of the lee-main-topsail-sheet. The crev 
were silent as the dead man : seamen are ex- 
emplary in this respect, and excepting that the 
officer of the watch crept aft now and then to the 
old quartermaster at the wheel, with an occa- 
sional securing of our positions as the ship reeled 
into the trough of the sea, nothing interrupted the 
wUddirge that played ingusts aloft. When the mi- 
nisterreached theclause, "we therefore commit his 
body to the deep, to be turned into corruption," 
the grating suddenly disappeared, and long before 
it could be hauled in again, the ^stressed sub- 
ject had gone down into his unfathomable grave. 
To avoid detention under the quarantine laws, 
the crew were employed next morning in fumi- 
gating the lower deck, sprinkhng the brig with 
vinegar, and casting over what little apparel the 
deceased had left. Among these we foimd what 
threw an interest, not any additional light, over 
the poor lad's narrative : it was a girl's portrait, 
wrapped in the fragments of a half obliterated 
letter, the words, as &r as these might be deci- 
phered, tending to confirm our previously con- 
ceived ideas of bim. It ran in wildly enthusiastic 
terms, fostering a hope, he seemed to entertain of 
acquiring wealth and fortune among the patriots 
of South America— they had brought him to what 
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we had seen. But the picture iras still smiling 
as before, in serene nnconsciousness of the reverse, 
and looking everything that is pure, and lovely, 
and exalted, and hallowed, and calm. 

Would yon read the deep blue aea ? 
Tia the nctions' cemet'Tj. 
Here the Ugb in hope and fiune 
Sink to find a gjorioui name ; 
Here the ttul one hides hei shame ; 
Where, hut now, the mar^ slave 
Plunged — to freedoni and a grave. 



Out upon the greedy Sea ! which has not spared 
us that merry mariner, my ill-starred friend 
Church ; — he died like Kempeofeldt. 



" High o'ei ;on mmmit, through the gloom of night, 
The glimmering watch-tower casts a mournful light." 

Falconeh 

It merits no regret, hat the decline of aupeisti- 
tion among our negroes, as before noticed by me, 
has swept from their obseqiues mach of the pic- 
turesque effect once shown in them. The follow- 
ing passage might vividly recal our medical friend 
of the wreck, and its sad victims at Ste. Croix. 
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I have pnmed the luxuriance of the ori^nal nar- 
rator^ (namB unlmovn,) who delights withal in 
touches after the manner of Sterne. 

" The place where we established our hospital, 
adjoined a burial-ground, appropriated for the 
Airicaa slaves. 1 was stuprised one moon-lit 
night to observe parties of them at this spot, but 
soon learned that they were engaged in certain 
rites over the tombs of their deceased relatives. 
One group particularly arrested mj attention ; 
it consisted of three men and one woman, they 
were too much engrossed to notice me, and I found 
myself, as it were, an invisible spectator of their 
actions. 

" The men were of middle age, fine athletic 
figores, but the female wore an appearance so 
striking, that I can compare her to nothing but 
the picture of Famine given by Ovid in his Me- 
tamorphosea. Add to this, the infirmities of' ex- 
treme age, a skin-jet black — except where spotted 
by leprosy — and you may conceive an idea of this 
poor wretch, whose sufferings might reproach 
existence ; yet, however strange it may appear, 
she spent half an hour in a rude dance round the 
grave, as did the men who followed her, one of 
them leading with a recitative, in the Bunda 
tongue, addressed to the deceased. Then woold 
follow a chorus, of a few short sentences con- 
stantly repeated ; the dii^e was at once ivild and 
pluntive— exceedingly so. 
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" During this time, a fifth person— whom I had 
not observed at first — stood on the grare, shuffling 
his feet in the manner of a Scotch hornpipe, only 
much slower. He was of very slight fi-ame and 
low stature, in hue rivalling the woman, but with 
hair and heard of a grizzly silver ; he seemed to 
be the bierophant, and evidently conducted the 
ceremony, which closed soon after with a liba- 
tion of new rum poured on the sward : this, which 
had been somewhat disturbed by their evolutions, 
was then smoothed over with a kind of shovel, 
and they all retired. 

" The picture, just before they withdrew, had 
made a splendid drop-scene. On the lef^ I 
rechned against an antient tamarind-tree that 
spread out pavilion-wise its gnarled branches, 
their swollen (hut-pods drooping like the loaded 
tresses of a Morisco girl. In the foreground, the 
sibyl and her train — as they moved in their 
grotesque rotmd— were thrown into alternate light 
and shade by the blaze from a kind of chafing- 
dish, in which burned husks of the cashew or 
fire-work nut. A little apart, and to the right of 
these, was seen the hoary flamen with his gaunt 
arm raised in the act of libation. Receding be- 
hind the group, a few dusky gazers peered on 
what was being enacted, with eyes wild and lus- 
trous : it was as a cartoon of the poaessed among 
the tombs in Decapolis. The emiaeoce which 
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this cemetery crowns, commaDds a delightful pros- 
pect of ChristiaDStad, and old ocean lashing 
himself into wrath with a circular reef [Skotke 
Rev) outside its lovely haven, — an azure shield 
dotted with its semee of shipping." 

Another sketch — ^the repulsive lines of which, 
civilization, in its progress, has softened without 
entirely effacing them. 

" My curiosity appeared in no wise intrusive. 
Remarking that an uncommon crowd of negroes 
were gathered at a remote part of the burying- 
gTOund, I immediately joined them also. Here, at 
the foot of a grave, stood a black woman, in the 
prime of life, and with a countenance singularly 
expressive ; in one hand she held a small crutch- 
slick, employing the other in graceful gesture 
through a ' keen ' of strong and ready eloquence, 
given in beautiful, though broken English. There 
was a charm in her mode of deUvery, a propriety 
in her choice of words, a delicacy in her senti- 
ments ! She was all truth, clearness, and sim- 
plicity. 

" After moralizing some lime on the subject of 
death, the widow — for such was she — ^began to 
address a conversation to her departed spouse, 
pauung at intervals as if for a reply: she had 
provided a repast for the deceased — a pepper-pot, 
and roasted guinea-bird — which had been brought 
with her, and carefully spread by the mourner and 
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her attendants. A plate of boiled rice being then 
presented to ber, she made an oblation to the 
Aincan Libitina. 

"Having at length finished her disconrae, the 
'keener' came forward and presented me with 
cake ; I declined the wine she offered me, but 
in lieu of it drank fi^m a calabash of sorrel- water, 
a most cool and agreeable beverage. The chief 
mourner and her friends now walked away, leaving 
me to receive a severe shock at the manner in 
which this solemn affair terminated — in a general 
scramble ^/<w the dead man^s supper P' 

And now to cast a parting look back on Tor- 
tola and its worthy president. 

On the 13th December, 1798, minute gnns dis- 
charged from two corvettes lying in Drake's Chan- 
nel just abreast Road-town, might draw attention 
to a line of boats advancing shoreward fi^om one 
of them, whose riddled sides — her fore and main- 
topsail yards broken in the lifts — rigging in tangled 
disorder, and the tricolour ensign at her peak 
surmounted by an union-jack, spoke of a sea-fight, 
and prize-money. The vessels were H. M. twenty- 
two-gun ship-sloop la Perdrix,* captain Fahie, and 
r Armte <f Italie, a French privateer ship-of-war, 

* Twenty French aix-poundeis, and two English twelre- 
pounder caironado — one hundred snd fiftj-lhree men aad 
bojB.- 
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mounting fourteen nine and four twelve-pounder 
long guns, with one hundred and seventeen men, 
commanded by citizen Colachy. The British ship's 
rising appeared in scarce better plight than that 
of the prize, her sails, as they bung loose adry* 
ing in the morning's sun, exhibiting the honey- 
comb work of ber opponent's stem-chasers during 
a pursuit of sixteen hours. It ended in a close 
action, fought within idght of Virgin Gorda to 
leeward, and which lasted forty-two minutes ; 
when the fire &om la Perdrix, having reduced 
his vessel to an unmanageable wreck, with six of 
his crew lying dead at quarters, and five wounded 
below, the gallant privateersman was reluctantly 
obliged to haul down his colours. The slain 
were now being conveyed, with a party from either 
vessel, in funereal order — the inferior officers lead- 
ing, — towards a common grave prepared for them 
at the bead of the lagoon. 

I have never heard his honour relate this chap- 
ter in the annals of Tortola, — and, as admiral 
Harvey's relative, the naval service of that period 
is a favorite topic with him; — never tistened to 
Mr. Pre»dent on this theme, without wandering 
in thought to a prison-scene of poor Colachy and 
his captive messmates. 

" And where is my Father ?" asked a dark-eyed 
girl, one day, addressing her other parent, who 
sate weeping with a black-sealed letter before her, 
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evidenUf torn open in an agony of suspense. It 
was my cousin Mary that questioned her mother 
thus; she has long unce grown into the quiet 
matron ; but a beautiM little hoyden in her early 
spring was indeed my brunette cousin. " Where 
is my fether ?" inquired the child imploringly. 
" In his grave, at Verdun, my love," replied the 
widow, and bent her head on the child's neck, 
and wept there- 

A seaman has just called down from the fore- 
topsail yard, that he sees the rolling light on St. 
Agnes. 
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APPENDIX A.« 



1701.— La Lundi, 18 Arril, a la pointe du join, nousap^ 
pM^nmeB la CaraTelle de Saint-ThomM. C'est nn locheT 
Suez eleTe areo deux pointes, qui w>nt tontea blanches des 
oidona que lea i^seauz font dewna ; oe qni le fait paroibe de 
lean, oomme one coirette ou nn brigandn. C'eat ce qui lui a 
tait donnet le nom de Canrdle, qui eat un petit batimeDt 
Espagnol. Ce K»chei eat envinnt & tnria lieilea au Eud-ouest 
de Saint-Tbomaa 11 ne bat paa confoodie Saint-Thomaa 
arm Sainl-Thoine. Cette demiere isle eat sur la o&te d'Afiiqne, 
diiectement sous U ligue ; et Saint-Thomaa de I'Amerique 
eat pai lea 18 degree de laUtude noid. 

Cette petite isle eat la deinieie du cote de I'Dueat, de toates 
cellca qni composent eet ainaa d'islea on dMsIeta qn'on appelle 
lei Viei^. Le port qui est naturel est fort joli, et fort com- 
mode, c'eat nn mfoncement ovale, fonne pai lea cniaaea de 
deux monies assez hauls dn cote de la lerre, on du centre de 
Viale, qni a'abaisaent inieariUement, et qui foiment en finiasant 
deux mottet londes et plates, qui aemldent faites ezpris pour 
placet deux batteries, poui defendre I'entiee du port. Le 
moiiillage est excellent poui toutes sortes de batimens qui j 
sont en siiiete autant qn'on le peut souhaitei. 

Quoiqne cette isle soit fort petite, n'ajrant qu'ennion six 
lienea de tuni, eUe ne laisse pas d'aroii deux mtutrea, scatoir, 
le nn de Dannemaic, et I'electeui: de Biandebonig, aujouTdlinl 
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Toi ie Pniase. H eit nsi, qni les Brandeboargeois a'y tont 
que comme sous U protectioD de Dsnmi, et poor pazler plus 
juKte, ce wot les HoUandois qui ; font tout le commerce, 
tooB ]e Dom de DanoU. 

n y a un espice de fort presque au milieu du fond du port, 
qui n'est qu'un petit quarre, avec de tr^petiU ba^dous sans 
fosse ni ouvrages exterieore. Toate sa defense cousiste en 
un plan de laquettes, qui regnent Iodt a tour, et qni occupent 
le terrain qni devroit occupet le fosae et le chemiu couvert 
Ce terrain pent aroir six a sept toises de large. Les laquettes 
; Eont tr^B-bien entretenues, si pressees, si serteea k leur som. 
met, et bI nnies, qu'il semble qn'on les taille toua lea jours. 
Elles ont ponr le moins sept pieds de baut Les batimens 
qui 8ont dans le fort soot sdoeaez contre le mur, pour laiaser 
une cour quanee an milean. 

Le IwuTg commence a cinqoante ou soisante pas i I'oaest 
du fort. I] fait la m^me figure que VAnce, et n'est com- 
pose que d'nne longue jve, qui se termine au comptoii de 
la compagnie de Dannemarc. 

Ce comptoir est graude et Taste, bien bati. H j a beaucoup 
delogemenSiCtdesmBgasius commodes pour les marcfaandises, 
et pour mettre leg nigiea qu'elle le^oit, et qu'elle trafiqae 
avec les Espagnols. 

A la droite du comptoir, il j a deux petites rues, qui sont 
remplies de Francois refugiea d'Europe et des isles. On les 
appelle le quartiei de Bmndebonrg. Ce qu'il j a de singnlier 
dauR cette isle, c'est d'y Toir tcois ou quatre religions sans que 
pas une ait de temple, & peu pr£s comme a la Baibade. 

Les mtueuns du bonig n'etoieut cidevant que de fourches 
en terre, couvertes de caDnes ou de roseux, et environuees de 
toccbis blaachis arec de la chaux. Les frequentes incendies 
ont oblige a les b&ter de briques, comme la plupart sont au- 
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jourd'hui. Elles sont htaaes ; peu ont devx etages. Elles 
sont U^propres, carrel^es de caireaux vemisEez, ou de 
fo'ience, et blanchies k la Hollandoise. lis me dirent, qu'ils 
n'osuient les faire plus haute«, i, cause do pen de wlidite du 
lerraiD, oii I'oa ne peut creuser troU pieds sans trouver I'eaa 
el 1e Boble roauTant- 



Nons entramee dans uu maison, uu le miDistre Luthe- 
rien fiuBOit un mariage. II etoit T^tu d'nne graade robe de 
satin, plissee comme nue robe de palais, les maDches etoient 
fort luges, et fennees au poignet. II avoit autour du vul une 
trds-grande, et tr^haute fraise, avec un petit chapeau de re- 
lours noir, comme tme roque surlat^te. II leur fit un assez 
long dtsconre. 

Le Samedi, 23 Avril, none mimes a la voile sur les six 
heures da matin. Nous passameB entre tontes ces pelitea 
isles, qn'oa uomme les Vierges, par le canal du milieu, qu'on 
appelle la grande Rue des Vierges. C'est assuremeDt une 
des plus agreables navigattons qu'on puisse faire. II semble 
qu'on soit dans une grande praihe cantonnee de quantite de 
bosquets de part et d'autie de la route. II est use de juger 
que la terre y est bonne, par la quanijte de beaux arbres dont 
eea islets soot remplis. Nous en rimes quelques-uns qui 
Etoient habitez et cultirez ; la plus grande parUe etoient de. 
serfs. La plus grande de toules ces peljtes isles est a la tete, 
et a Vest de toules lea antres. On I'appelle la grosse Vierge. 
Les Anglois qui lliabitent la nomment Paneeton. 

Les Anglois qui j demenrent, rirent IrSs-pauTiement lis 
font uit peu de tabac, et d'indigo, du colon et des pais. Leui 
nouiriture ordinaire est du poisson, et des palates. lis n'ont 
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de I'eau donee, qne celle qui tombe du cicA, qu'Oa conEcrrent 
dans des ouiots, et de* fntaillw ; et qmnd odl»Ja est con- 
■ommee on eoironipaei teni lessouiee est oeUe qui se tnmre 
dana dn lachen crenx, qni m lempluieiit i'eaa de pluie, snr 
laquelle il w fbraie nne cionte rerte, de repaisseni de deux 
d(Hgta, que I'on se donDe bien gtxie de mnipie entiirement 
quaad on puise de I'wu ; on la conserre au contraire avec 
stnn ; on n'j fiit qu'une oarerture de la giandeui du mssean 
arec lequel on la puiie, paice qa'ils pretendent qn'elle mo- 
dere I'ardenT du eoleil, en faisant nu I'eau le m£me effet, 
qu'nn toil &it sni one maiiOD. 



Je n'ai pfi jnger de la grandeur d'iile Negade on Nojee 
qu'a la Tue } elle m'a paro d'environ qoatre lieiies de long. 
Elle est extrfmement plate et liaMe, excepte yers bod milieu, 
qui paroH un pen plus elere qne les boids ; U y a des aibies 
et dee mangles en quantite- II ne paruit paa que la met 
monte assez hant poui la couvrit entiStement, meme dans les 
plus gnndes maieee ; qnoique la plus grande partie demenre 
alors sous I'cau. C'eat ce qui I'a fait nommer paries Espagnols 
An^^da, on I'isle noyee. Elle est envjronnee de bants fonds 
sur lesquels il s'est perdu bien des naviies, surtont quand la 
mei est agitee, et que par consequent le toDgage est plus grand. 

On pretend qu'nn gallion Espagnol s'; est perdu autrefois, 
et qu'une gnnde poitie du ttesor, c'est-i-dire, de I'or et de 
I'argent dont il etoit chai^, fnt cach^ en lene dans ceite i»Ie, 
oil Ton dit qu'il est encore ai^ouidliai, paice que oeux qui 
I'araient cacbe etant peris sui mer, cens qui resterent, n'avoi- 
enl pas nne oonnoissance assez distincle du lieu on il avoit 
etc cach^ pour le venir chercbeT, et le tronver. Get argent 
cache a fait peidie bien du tems i. des habiuina de nos ides et 
a nous Flibustieis. J'en ut oonnu qui unt passe lea quatre 
et cinq moia k fouiller la tene, et JL Bonder- On dit qu'on a 
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Wnire quelquechOEe, nuds quVra n'a pw enooie decoiir«rt le 
grand tretor, toit que m pennteiu I'ait fait enfoncer dana ces 
Wires OQ uUes moafaiu, wit que le dUltle, comme diwnt les 
bonnet ^ens, s'en sint empue, et qD*!! ait la mechanoete de 
ne le pas laiuer UouTer i ceux qui le cherchenl, qui en fe- 
TMent an meilleui usage qae lui. 

Sur le Mil nous vttnes I'isle Sombme, ou le Cbapeau, qui 
eat ialiabitee> Lee Eapafpiols loi ont donne ce nam, paice 
qu'elle eat ronde, et plate, avec un montagne taute lofide, et 
aasez haute aa milieu, qui la fiut lessembler 4 on chapean. 

Nous moiiill&mes it Saba le Dimancbe, 27 Anil, sui lea 
dis heures dn matin. Cette isle est encore plus petite que 
Sainte-Tbomas, et ne paioit qu'uo roohei de quAtre on cinq 
lienes de tour, escarpe de taus cotez. On n'y peat mettre 4 
terre que sut une petite auce de sable qui est an sud, sut la. 
quelle lea babitans tirent leuTS canots. Uu cbemio en zigia^T 
taille dans le rocbei, conduit sui le sommet de I'isle, oii le 
temJn ne laisse paa d'etre uni bon el fertile. Je crois que le 
piemien qui j sont abordez, aToient des echelles pour j mon- 
tCT. C'eat Une forterease naturelle tout-tUfait imprenable, 
pourru qu'un ait des riTres. Lea babitans nnt fait dea amas 
de pienea en beaucoup d'endioita a cote de ce cbemin, soute- 
niies sur dea plancbea posees aur de piquets, lyuslez de ma- 
ni^ea qu'en tirant one coide, on fait penebei un piquet, et 
on fut tombef toutes ces pieitea dans le chemia, pour ecraset 
sans miaericorde one annee enticK, si elle etoit en marche 
poui montei, du m£ine en quelques endioits de I'ance ; on dit 
qn'il J a nne autre montto dn cote de U Cabasterre ou du 
noid^eat, plus facile qne celle ci qni eet an sud-oaest, anppose 
qu'on y puisse aboider: mais la mer j est ordinairement si 
nide, que la cote n'est paa piaticable, et c'est ce qni leur a 
fait negligei d'eacaiper cet endioit comme ila le pouTroieui 
faire, parce qu'ils ne craignent pas d'etre suTpria paT-ltk. 
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Nous fumes agieablemeut suipris, de Ironrei un paiK fort 
joli an dessDS de ce qui ne aoae aroit puu qa'un locher affreox. 
On nous dit qne I'isle etott partagee en deux qoartien, qai 
renfermoient quannte-ciuq a cmqnante families. Les babi- 
tatious soot petites, mais propres, et bien entwlenues. Les 
maiaonE sent ga'ies, commodes, bien blancbies, et bien meu- 
blees. Le grand trafio de I'isle est de souliers j je n'ai jamais 
Tu de pais si cordonnier. Le gouvernenr s'en m€Ie comme 
les autres, et je crois que le ministie se dirertit k ce noble 
exerciee a ses helms perdues. C'est dommage que cet isle 
ne Boit pas i des coidonniers cathaliques, ils la uommenoent 
Sana doute I'isle de S. Crispin, avec plus de Taison que 
Saba, que nous ne lisons point aroir ete un royaunie de coi- 
donniers. Qaoiqu'il en soil, nous fumes fort bien teqvt. 

Jam^BJeneme suis troure i cbasseplusabondante (qu'en 
Sainte-Crois);1epaicdeVeiBai]lGEn'etoit rien en comparajson. 
NouB tuames en moins d'une lieiie de pais sept sanglieis 
etautant de marcasuDS, descocqs et des ponies communes qui 
etoient devenues sauvsges, et qn'a cause de cela nous appel- 
tioDS des gelinotes, et des cocqs de bnij^e, des pigeons, des 
raiuiers et des cabriltes, taot que nous en voulumes. Nous 
fimes grand feu, grand boucan, et grande chSre toute la nuit, 
et le plaiair que nous afions ne nous permit gu^res de dormir: 
a quoi il faat ajouter que la compagnie importune des mous- 
tiques ct des maringouins fit dea merreilles pour nous en 
empecber. Je ne laissai pas de dormii quelques beares em- 
paquele daus men bamac. 
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The recentif atiempied aetdement on the Niger has proved, 
like Bulama, only a chaniel-houHe to the ill-fated adreDturers, 
Writing on the proposed expedition in September, 1&40, 
Mr. Gxaoej remarks : — " While the object must meet with 
cordial approbation from ever; Christian philanthropist,' there 
is one ciicumslance connected with the expedition, which 
stands diiecU; opposed to mj own viewB, and those of many 
others who wish well to .the undertaking ; it is that these ves- 
Eels, as in all similar expeditions sent out by government, are, 
to a certain extent, armed for the purpose of protection." 

Now whether men, bozsiding their lives in this hallowed 
cause, ought to meet the doubtful amity of those they go 
among, without any means of defending themselves against 
the reveise, is a point that 1 am not called on to ai'gue. Such 
self- exposure, however, seems baldly in accordance with the 
earlier views of the Society itself! In the spring of 1796, 
irfcssrs. Samuel Gallon and Son, of Birmingham, mannfiic- 
tuters of Gre-arms, having received a remonstrance £rom tbe 
monthly meeting held at Tamwoith, the younger partner 
was induced to draw up a paper in defence of the firm and 
its putGuits, containing, among others, tbe following ob- 
servations : — 

'* Permit me to refer to the practice and tbe sentiments 
of our PBEDECESSOBS On this subject. My grandfather, who 
was the first of my family concerned in the manufacture of 
arms, and from whom the trade is at length derived to me, 
was a convitKed Quaker. 

George Jio&tnton, a friend of this meeting, and eon of 
Thomas K«binson, an approved Minttter, long since deceased, 
was bound apprentice to a gun-maker, without any censure 
from the Society. 
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Id Sewell'a Hiatoiy, 3ad ediiion, published id the jear 
1720, b; the assigos of T. Sowle, George-jord, Lombard- 
street, LoudoD, p. 335 and 236, it is related, that R. Grots- 
ingham, a Quaker of Huwich, who suffered imprisonment 
with G. Fox, when he was about to be remoxed to London 
by warrant from the House of Commons, urges as a plea 
wilb Ihe sheriff, that baring recaved orders from the commis- 
sioners of the Admiralt; and Navy (board) to rrpair a King'i 
frigate, he ought not to be taken tttan such service — this was 
about 1660. 

Satrutet Spavaid, lately deceased, a Minuter in high etleem, 
in the Society, worked many years in the IRn^t yard at 
Chatham. 

Iiaac Pennington, whose writings having the imprimatur 
of the Society, mast be considered as speaking the genuint 
and approved doctrine* of the Quakers, in a small folio ediiion 
of his works, in two parts, printed by Benjamin Clarke, 
George-yard, Lombard-street, London, in 1681, p. 323, in a 
tract entitled, ' Somewhat spoken to a Weighty Question,' 
says, ' I speak not this against any magistrate or people de- 
fending themselves ag^st foreign iniaaions ; or making use 
of the iword to suppress the violent and evil doers in their 
borders ; for this the preienl state of things mag, and doth re. 
quire ; and a great hlt$nng will attend the sword when it is 
borne uprightly to that end, and its v*e vrill be honourable ,- 
and while there is need of a sword the Lord toill not suffer 
that government, or those govgmori, to tvant fitting inttrttments 
under them for the tnanaging thereof, who wait on him iu his 
fear to have the edge of it rightly directed ' " 

FINIS. 
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